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PREFATORY  ADDRESS.'--  . 

t , ' 

tii-  • 

From  a remark^  “ That  the  geherallty- 
Piefaces  afe  eiflaer  notjpeadj'nor  worth  read- 
ing, or  written  with  a defign  to  prepoffefs  the 
Reader  in  favour  of  the  Work;”  I fhould  nOt 
have,  addrefled  the  Public,  did  not  tlie  nature  of 
it  require  that  I fliould  infiarm  them,  that  the  fa^js, 
here  offered  to  their  iiotice  are  advanced^  qn  tjig, 
authority  of 


Sir  AtkjnSi 

Qough, 

Somner, 

X)r.  Blair y 

Heming, 

Spelman, 

Brom^iorj, 

Ho’Vfde^i^ 

Speed, 

Camden, 

Ogilby, 

Tanner, ^ 

Chambers, 

Percy, 

Sir  fVm.  Temple, 

Collier, 

Rudder, 

TindaPs  Rapin,^ 

Collins, 

Rymer, 

Dr.  Trujler, 

Coke, 

Salmon, 

Sir  B'.  Whiteloch, 

Dugdale, 

Gerva/(:_, 

Sandfor,d, 

Selden, 

^c. 

Befides  the,  Iqacned  Authors  mentioned  in  the 
account  of  the  Water;  and  feveral  Manufcript 
Informations,  hiftorical  and  medical,  which  I 
have  been  favoured  with  from  different  Frienfls; 
whereby  'the  idea  that  Mineral  Waters  cannot  be 
ufed  without  danger  by  perfons  afflifted  with  Ner- 
vous Diforders  is  confuted;  the  contrary  proved; 
and  the  neceffity  of  Warm  Bathing  (previous  to 

and 
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and  while  drinking  them  in  all  Rheumatic  and 
Scorbutic  cafes)  particularly  recommended. 

The  Roads  in  the  Itinerary  are  laid  down  ac- 
cording to  the  lateft  Surveys,  many  from  my  own 
knowledge  i and  every  other  Information  that 
could  be  thought  of  is  inferted,  to  render  the  whole 
not  only  a ufeful  Pocket  Guide  to  thofe  who  wilh 
to  drink  the  Cheltenham  Water  on  the  fpot,  (the 
only  certain  way  of  reaping  benefit  from  it)  but 
of  general  Entertainment  and  Inftruftion,  efpecially 
to  young  Minds ; as  by  a proper  attention  to  the 
Notes,  they  may  here  acquire  a knowledge  of 
many  of  the  moft  Interefting  Hiftorical  Fails,  as 
well  as  Political  and  Commercial  Occurrences,  in 
the  Britifh  Hillory. 

If,  however,  the  candid  reader  fhould  perceive 
any  errors  in  point  of  Chronology,  &c.  to  have 
found  their  way  into  this  book,  a communication 
of  them  correiled  (addrefled  to  Mr.  Cruttwell  in 
Bath)  will  be  thankfully  attended  to,  by 

S.  MOREAU. 

Bath,  May  i,  1793. 
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ACCOUNT  OF 

T O 

CHELTENHAM  SPA, 

JULY  1788. 


HIS  Majesty  having  been  advifed  by 
Sir  George  Baker  to  drink  the  Chel- 
tenham water  on  the  fpot,  Earl  Fauconberg’s 
houfe  on  Bay’s-Hill  was  fitted  up  for  the 
Royal  reception;  and  on  Saturday  July  i2ih, 
1788,  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  their  Ma- 
jefties,  acpompanied'by  the  Princefs  Royal,- 
Princefs  Augufta,  and  Princefs  Elizabeth, 

B and 
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and  attended  by  Lady  Vifcountefs  Weymouth, 
the  Hon.  Col.  Digby,  and  Col.  Gwynne,  ar- 
rived at  this  delightful  fpot*,  where  they 
were  received  by  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of 
Courtown,  who  had  been  fome  time  at  Chel- 
tenham previous  to  the  intended  viht. 

Every  demonftration  of  univerfal  joy  was 
fliewn  on  the  occafion; — ^bclls  ringing,  a ge- 
neral illumination,  and  mufic  parading  the  ^ 
ftreets,  were  only  the  outward  (hew  of  the 
heartfelt  fatisfaftion  which  the  inhabitants 
experienced ; by  whom  every  poffible  mca- 
fure  was  adopted  and  purfued  to  prevent  any 
interruption  of  happinefs  during  the  Royal 
refidence  at  this  place. 

The  next  day  their  Majellies  and  the  Prin- 
ceffes  attended  divine  fervice  in  the  parifh- 
church,  where  three  pews  had,  by  command, 
been  fitted  up  for  them  in  a plain  but  neat 
manner.  The  fervice  was  read  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hughes,  and  the  fermon  preached  by  the 
Right  Reverend  Dr.  Halifax,  Lord  Biftiop 
of  Gloucefler. 

In  the  afternoon  their  Majellies  walked 
into  the  town,  and  vifited  the  rooms: — and 

the 
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the  promenade  at  the  Well  would  have  been 
brilliant,  had  not  the  rain  prevented  it. 

On  Monday  the  14th,  his  Majefty  began 
drinking  the  water,  and  was  at  the  W ell  a 
little  after  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  which 
was  afterwards  his  ufual  hour. 

After  breakfaft  he  rode  out,  attended  by 
Col.  Digby  and  Col.  Gwynne,  and  fo  in  ge- 
Beral  continued  to  do  during  his  flay;  occa- 
fionally  vifiting  the  places  moft  wortliy  notice 
in  the  neighbonrhood,  among  which  were, 

Sudlcy-Ca{lle,the  property  of  Lord  Rivers 
Oakley-Park,  the  feat  of  Earl  Bathurft 
The  Tunnel,*  which  unites  the  Severn 
with  the  Thames 
Dowdefwell 
Southara 
Birdlip 
Painfwick 
Hewlet’s 


• This  fubterraneous  canal  was  opened  for  the  paflage  of 
boats  on  the  aad  of  April  1789,  when  four  barges  laden  with 
coals  pafled  under  Sapperton-Hill  and  Hayley-Wood,  to  CI- 
rcncefter,  from  the  Severn.  A particular  account  of  the 
procefs  in  making  this  trunk  is  given  in  p.  14a  et  feq. 

B 2 Charlton- 
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Cliarlton-Kings,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Hunt 
Sandiwell,  Mrs.  Tracey’s 
Rencorab,  the  Bifhop  of  Salifbury’s 
Crome,  the  Earl  of  Coventry’s 
Matfon,  Mr.  Selwyn’s 
'J’ewkelbury,  and  its  environs,  &c.  See. 

July  24th,  their  Majefties  went  to  GIou- 
ceher,  and  were  received  at  the  Bilhop’s 
Palace,  and  there  addrelfed  by  the  Mayor  ^ 
and  Corporation;  and  on.  Sunday  the  27th 
they  attended  divine  fervice  at  the  Cathedral. 

Aug.  I ft.  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
York  arrived,  on  a vilit  to  their  Majefties, 
with  whom  in  the  evening  he  went  to  the 
play.  A general  illumination  alfo  took  place 
on  this  occafion.  On  the  morrow  the  Royal 
Family  went  to  Hartlebury  Caftle,  the  feat  of 
the  Right  Reverend  Dr.  Hurd,  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Worcefter;  and  after  their  return,  his 
Royal  Highnefs  fat  off  for  London.  The 
houfe  he  inhabited  during  his  ftiort  ftay,  was 
a Wooden  Houfe,  originally  erefted  in  the 
town,  but  removed  entire  to  Bay’s-Hill  for 
his  accommodation;  it  has  been  fince  brought 
back  to  a fpot  near  the  road,  oppofite 
Church-Mead^ 


July 


July  30th,  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Cor- 
poration of  Briftol  addreffed  his  Majefly  j 
as  did  the  Mayor,  Town-Clerk,  and  Juftices 
of  Bath  on  Auguft  5th:  in  the  afternoon  of 
which  day  their  Majefties  and  the  Princeffes 
fat  out  for  Worceiler,  to  be  prefent  at  the 
Meeting  of  the  Three  Choirs  of  Worcefter, 
Glouceller,  and  Hereford,  which  began  Au- 
giift  6th,  and  was  on  this  occalion  more  nu- 
meroufly  attended  than  ever  before  was 
known ; infomuch,  that  notwithftanding  the 
extraordinary  expences  the  Stewards  were 
at  to  procure  a fuller  band  than  ufual.  See. 
they  were  enabled  to  make  a faving  of  500!. 
for  the  Charity.  The  Royal  refidence  was 
at  the  Epifcopal  Palace,  where  his  Majefly 
received  the  Addrefs  of  the  Corporation; 
and  on  Saturday  returned  to  Cheltenham, 
and  went  in  the  evening  to  the  play. 

Thiirfday  Auguft  14th,  their  Majefties 
went  to  Hill-Houfe,  the  feat  of  Sir  George 
Paul,  bait,  and  to  Woodchefler-Park,  the 
feat  of  Lord  Ducie,  where  the  whole  procefs 
of  the  woollen  manufaflory  was  fliewn  and 
explained  to  them.  It  is  faid  fixty  thoufand 
people  were  affembled  at  the  above  places, 
and  on  the  road. 
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On  Friday  evening  there  was  a very  full 
drawing-room  at  the  Well,  previous  to  their 
Majellies  going  the  third  time  .to  the  play; 
and  at  eight  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning, 
Auguft  1 6th,  their  Majellies  quitted  Chel- 
tenham; when  the  Gentlemen  being  all 
drawn  up  on  the  parade  before  Byrch’s 
Coffee-houfe  to  pay  their  filent  refpefts  on 
the  occafion,  the  two  bands  of  mufic,  that  ^ 
belonging  to  Lord  Harington’s  regiment 
(which  had  been  fent  here  to  play  every 
evening  during  the  promenade  in  the  Walks*) 
and  the  town  band,  playing  “ God  fave  the 
King,**  their  Majellies  gave  an  additional 
mark  of  the  very  great  condefcenfion  which 
they  had  Ihewn  ever  fmce  their  arrival ; for 
proceeding  only  a foot-pace,  while  they 
palTed  the  company,  they  moll  gracioully 
bowed  to  them,  and  gave  reafon  to  think 
that  the  regret  on  their  quitting  'the  place 
was  equally  felt  on  all  fides.  Every  heart 
glowed  with  rapture  as  they  palTed;  and  all 
united  in  the  general  lliout  of 


* Their  Majefties  received  thofe  of  the  Nobility  who 
came  to  Cheltenham  to  pay  their  refpedls  to  them  on  the 

Walks. 
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“ God  fave  the  King  1 

“ Long  live  the  King ! 

“ May  the  King  live  for  ever !” 

Indeed,  nothing  could  have  been  more  plea-  - 
fmg  than  to  behold  a Sovereign,  at  nearly  a 
hundred  miles  diftant  from  the  capital,  en- 
joying the  bleflings  of  private  life  among  his 
fubjefts,  without  a fingle  guard! — nor  did 
he  want  any,  for  every  one  by  his  refpeft 
and  affection  for  his  perfon  fufEciently  tef- 
tified,  that  he  was  ready  if  needful  to  pro- 
tect him. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  GIou- 
cefter,  indeed,  conlidering  themfelves  parti- 
cularly and  fignally  honoured  by  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  refidence  at  Cheltenham,  unattended 
with  the  retinue  of  royalty,  and  repofmg  the 
fafety  of  his  perfon  in  the  love  of  his  people; 
greatly  favoured  with  witnelTing  the  truth  of 
what  fame  had  reported  of  the  endearing 
condefcenfions  and  engaging  tendemefs  of 
his  Majefty,  the  Queen,  and  amiable  Prin- 
celfes;  highly  delisted  with  the  opportu- 
nities of  obferving  with  their  ovra  eyes  the 
example  fet  by  their  Majeflies  of  conjugal 

felicity 
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felicity  and  domeftick  enjoyment;  and  fu- 
premely  gratified  with  tracing  the  fource  of 
his  Majefty’s  juft  and  mild  government  in 
the  benignity  of  his  royal  difpofition;  will 
ever  feel,  with  the  warmeft  fatisfaftion  and 
moft  inexprefiible  joy,  the  impreflions  which 
thefe  obfervations  made  on  their  afte^lions. 


Before  his  Majefty’s  departure,  he  ordered 

a well  to  be  funk  near  Lord  Fauconberg’s 

to  procure  a fiipply  of  frefti  water  for  the 

houfe;  but  at  the  depth  of  about  fifty -two 

feet  afpring  of  mineral  water  was  difcovered, 

which  proved  on  examination  to  be  fimilar 

to  the  old  well.  A pump  was  accordingly 

placed  in  it,  and  it  was  opened  for  the  ufe  of 

the  company  the  beginning  of  September, 

and  called  the  Kin^s  Well,  and  found  to  have 

the  fame  effe<ft  with  the  other  water,  though 

fome  fay  rather  ftronger.  As  the  water  of 

this  fpring  is  very  plentiful,  there  will  never 

in  future  be  wanting  a fufficient  fupply  for 

any  number  of  people  that  may  refort  to 

this  place. 

\ 


THE 
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THE  ROYAL  CHELTENHAM  AND 
RESTORATION  MEDAL. 


To  commemorate  the  Royal  Vilit  to  Chel- 
tenham, and  his  Majefty’s  late  recovery,  Mr. 
Moreau,  M.C.  caufed  a Medal  to  be  flruck, 
of  which  the  annexed  plate  is  a reprefenta- 
tion.  This  medal  was  at  firfl  intended  to  be 
ftricken  by  Royal  permilTion,  folely  to  com- 
memorate his  Majefty’s  vilit  to  Cheltenham, 
but  by  a misfortune  of  the  artift’s  breaking 
two  dies,  it  could  not  be  brought  forward 
before  his  Majefty’s  illnefs  took  place;  and 
on  the  appearance  of  his  recovery,  Mr. 
Hancock,  who  funk  the  dye  fuggefted  the 
idea  of  making  it  commemorate  that  happy 
event  alfo,  owing  to  which  the  medal  bears 
the  two  dates  of  1788  and  1789. 

The  face  of  the  medal  reprefents  the  fi- 
gure of  Hygeia,  the  Goddefs  of  Health, 
with  her  ferpent,  an  emblem  of  longevity, 
and  patera  to  nourilli  it;  on  the  pillar,  on 
which  the  patera  is  placed,  is  a medallion  of 
the  King  (which  is  confidered  a ftriking 

likenefs 
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likenefs  of  his  Majefty)  encircled  by  a young 
oak,  another  emblem  of  longevity,  with 
the  date  1789,  the  year  of  his  recovery, 
infcribed, 

GEORGIO  III.  OPTIMO  PRINCIPI. 
To  the  moji  excellent  Prince  George  the  Third* 

On  the  reverfe,  a reprefentation  of  Chel- 
tenham Well,  emblematical  of  the  Temple 
of  Health,  infcribed, 

OB  SALUTEM  RESTAURATAM. 

ON  HIS  RESTORED  HEALTH* 

Below  which  is  infcribed, 

S.  MOREAU, 

ARBIT.  ELEG. 
CHELTENHAM’, 

EXCUD.  CUR. 

1788. 

S,  Moreau,  M.  C.  Cheltenham,  caufed  this 
Dye  to  be  funk  1788. 

This  medal  was  worked  off  on  St.  George’s 
Day  1789,  by  Mr.  Phipfon  and  Mr,  Hancock, 

of 
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of  Birmingham;  and  prefented  to  their  Ma- 
jefties,  by  the  Earl  of  Courtown,  in  gold  and 
filver  on  Monday  April  27th;  alfo  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
Dukes  of  York  and  Gloucefter,  the  Princefs 
Royal,  and  the  PrincelTes  Augufta  and  Eli- 
zabeth, who  were  with  their  Majefties  at 
Cheltenham;  alfo  to  the  Britifti  Mufeum, 
and  the  two  Univerlities  of  Oxford  and  - 
Cambridge. 
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OF  THE 


COUNTY  OF  GLOUCESTER. 

LOUCESTERSHIRE  is  fo  called  from 


VJT  Gloucefter,  its  capital,  a handfome  city,  and 
Scire,  a Saxon  word,  fignifying  a divifion.  'I'he 
inhabitants  of  this  county,  and  of  Oxfordfliire, 
were  called  by  the  Romans  Dobuni,*  (from 
DufFen,  deep  or  low;  orDofu,  a fat  foil)  by  which 
word  was  meant  the  inhabitants  of  the  vale  coun- 
try; but  as  they  increafed  and  removed  to  the 
higher  lands,  being  ftill  confidered  as  the  fame 
people  of  the  vale  whence  they  came,  fo  they  re- 


* The  Dobuni,  called  alfo  Bodunni  by  Dio,  fubmitted  to 
the  Romans  under  Plautius,  anno  43,  (eighty-five  years  after 
Julius  Csefar’s  firft  defcent)  at  which  time  Cogidunus  was 
their  king.  Oftorius,  (who  anno  ji,  fucceeded  Plautius) 
in  order  to  preferve  the  Roman  conquefts  on  the  Severn  from 
the  incurfions  of  the  Silures,  permitted  him  to  keep  pofTeflion 
of  the  counties  of  Gloucefter  and  Oxford,  and  alfo  added 
fome  other  Belgic  colonies  to  his  government.  This  politic 
expedient  fucceeded  to  his  wifti,  by  fomenting  divifions 
among  the  Britons,  and  attaching  a powerful  Prince  to  his 
intereft,  which  the  worft  of  circumftances  could  not  prevail 
on  him  to  abandon. 

N.  B.  Caefar  implies  Emperor.— ~Ktiyfer  in  German  is 
an  Emperor. 
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tained  the  fame  name;  but  between  the  Severn 
and  the  Wye  were  feated  part  of  the  Silures,  or 
inhabitants  of  South  Wales.  The  Saxons  at  firft 
gave  the  people  of  this  county  the  name  of  Wicces, 
in  Latin  Wiccii,  a German  appellation,  from  their 
dwelling  near  a creek  of  the  fea ; wic  in  that  lan- 
guage denoting  a creek.  It  was  afterwards  changed 
by  them  to  Gleauceftrefehire,  from  ^ 

Gleau — fair ; 

Cefter — a fortified  place ; rather  Caflrum  a camp ; 

Schire — (Saxon)  apart  cut  off  or  divided  from; 
whence  the  Englifh  word  Shearing. 

This  county  (which  has  three  grand  divifions; 
the  Cotefwold  country,  the  Vale,  and  the  Forelf 
of  Dean,  hereafter  deferibed)  lies  in  the  Oxford 
Circuit,  and  is  bounded  on  the  N.  W.  by  Here- 
fordfhire,  E.  by  Oxfordfhire  and  a fmall  part  of 
Berkfhire,  S.  by  Wiltfliire,  W.  by  part  of  Somer- 
fctfliire,  the  Briftol  Channel,  and  Monmouthfhire. 

Its  length  from  the  parilh  of  Clifford  Chambers, 
near  Stratford-upon-Avon,  to  Clifton  on  the 
Briftol  Avon,  beyond  the  city  of  Briftol,  in  a S.  W. 
direclion,  is  about  70  ftatute  miles.  Its  breadth 
from  Lechlade,  north-weftward,  to  Prefton  in 
Botloe  hundred,  about  forty  ftatute  miles.  It  is 
200  miles  in  circumference;  and  contains  about 
1,100,000  acres,  28  hundreds,  3 boroughs,*  289 
pariflies,  and  28  market-towns. 

* Gloucefler,  Tewkefbury,  and  Cirencefler. 

A vaft 
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A vaft  range  of  hills,  covered  with  wood  in 
jiiany  parts  on  the  N.  VV.  lide  adjoining  to  the 
vale,  reaches  from  Campden  on  the  borders  of 
Warwickfhire  and  Worcefterfliire,  to  Lanfdown 
near  Bath,  through  the  county  lengthwife,  a little 
obliquely  with  the  courfe  of  the  Severn,  dividing 
not  very  unequally  the  vale  and  the  foreft  part _pf 
the  county  from  the  Cotefwold ; and  there  is  no 
polfibility  of  palling  direftly  from  Oxfordlliire, 
Berklhire,  or  Wiltlhire,  into  this  vale,  without  de- 
fcending  one  of  the  hills  of  this  great  chain,  many 
of  which  take  their  names  from  the  parilhcs  in  or 
near  which  they  lie. 


The  turnpike-road 

From  London  to  Worcefter 
Through  Oxford  to  Gloucefter 

Through  Cirencefter  to  Glouceftet 
Stow  on  the  Wold  to  Tewkelbury 
Cirenccfter  to  Cheltenham 

London  to  Cheltenham 
Bath  to  Gloucefter 
Oxford  to  Bath 
Oxford  to  Briftol 
The  call  part  of  the  county  to  ei- 
ther of  the  palfages  over  the 
Severn  at  Framilode  or  Newn- 

ham  

Cirenccfter  to  Wotton  

■ to  Durfley  — • 

to  Berkley  

And  the  great  road  from  London 
to  Briftol 


a 

ps 

o 

■a 


Broadway-hill 
Crickley-hilt  & 
Dowdefwell 
Birdlip-hill 
Stanway-hiU 
Windal's-liill 
and  Birdlip 
Dcdfwcll-hift 
Frocefter-hlU 
Fryfon-hill 
Sodbury-hill 


Rodborough-hlH 

Wotton-hiU 

Durfley-hill 

Stinchcombe- 

hill 

.Togg-hill, 


which  is  13  miles  from  Chippenham,  and  lai  from  Briftol. 

C 2 , By 
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By  this  road  it  is  ii6i  miles  from  London  to 
Briftol;  tlirough  Bath  I20  miles.  Yet  this  laft  is 
the  moft  travelled,  both  for  the  conveniency  of  paf- 
fengers,  See.  to  Bath,  and  on  account  of  the  fteep- 
nefs  of  Togg-hill. 

T'hc  further  account  of  this  flilre,  its  prJWuce, 
manufa£turesi  trade,  Sec.  as  alfo  of  the  principal 
places  in  it,  and  thofe  worth  feeing  at  a convenient 
diftance,  will  be  found  after  that  ot  Cheltenham ; 
which  I have  epdeavoured  to  give  in  as  fatisfac- 
tory,  though  concife  a manner  as  pollible. 


CHELTENHAM, 
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CUE  LT E N H A M,  formerly  CHILTENHAM, 
CHELTHAM,  and  CHINTENHAM. 


IT'l'LE  can  be  faid  with  certainty  of  the  de- 


rivation  of  the  name  of  this  place : fome  fay 
it  is  from  a brook  which  rifes  in  the  parilh  of 
Dowdelweli,  and  takes  its  courfe  on  the  fouth-fide 
of  the  town,  the  proper  name  of  which  brook  they 
fuppofe  to  be  Chilt  j others  again,  that  it  may  be 
taken  from  Chyle  or  Cylc,  the  Anglo-Saxon  for^ 
clay  y according  to  this  acceptation  it  fignities  a 
village  or  town  of  clay,  perhaps  fo  called  from  the 
foil  in  fome  parts  of  it ; or  the  buildings  being  firfl 
made  of  earth  or  clay,  before  the  Saxons  had  learnt 
the  art  of  brick-making  j and  is  the  more  credible,, 
as  there  are  people  in  Cheltenham  who  remember 
when  tliere  were  very  few  brick  houfes  in  it. 

The  following  appears  to  be  the  moft  probable 
Chilly  in  tlie  Saxon,  fignifies  an  elevated  place^  or 
place  riftng  to  an  ermneyiee. 

Hamy  Haaniy  as  alfo  Heyniy  in  the  German, 
a houfe  or  homey  a vionajlery  or  minjiery  a farviy 
cityy  ox  village y and  generally  any  place  afligned  for 
abode,  and  fit  for  ihelter;  particularly  fuch  as  is- 
fituated  on  the  bend  of  a river,  as  this  is  on  the 
Chilt.  If  by  ham  is  meant  a place  of  Ihelter,  it 
may  be  the  town  under  the  rifing  ground,  or  hills, 
and  on  the  bend  of  the  river. 


If 
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If  Cheltenham  derives  its  name  from  the  mona- 
flery  mentioned  by  Tanner  in  his  Notitia  Monaf- 
tica,  p.  142,  to  have  been  here  anno  803,  (of  which 
more  at  large  in  the  account  of  the  religious  houfes 
in  this  county)  it  muft  have  been  fituatdd  on  one 
of  the  elevated  fpots  near  tire  town.  , 

The  Chilt  running  hence  through  Bodington, 
four  miles  weft  of  Cheltenham,  and  five  fouth  of 
Tewkelbury,  on  the  turnpike-road  between  thefe 
two  places,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Severn  at  W ain- 
load  bridge,  a mile  below  the  Haw  paflage,  7 miles 
from  Cheltenham,  and  10  from  its  fource. 

This  town  lies  in  the  hundred  of  the  fame  name, 

3 0 miles  N.  E.  of  the  city  of  Gloucefter. 

35 N.  of  Cirencefter 

41 from  Oxford 

9 from  Tewkefbury 

39i  — from  Hereford  by  Rofs 

44 from  ditto  by  L^bury 

34  from  Monmouth 

25  from  Wprcefter 

46 from  Briftol 

4^ from  Bath,  [z/  is  only  4-5  the  new 

road  by  Rodborough  and  Birdlip\ 

and  IOC  miles  almoft  due  W.  from  London  : from 

which^places  there  are  turnpike-roads  to  it. 

The  parifh  ftands  in  a fandy  vale,  on  the  north 
fide  of  a high  ridge  of  hills,  compofed  of  foft  white 
granulated  rocks,  that  partly  diflblve  in  acids,  lying 
on  the  town  fide  quite  barej  and  coniifts  of  five 

hamlets 
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hamlets  befides  the  town,  placed  at  the  S.  W,  ex- 
tremity of  the  extenfive  and  delightful  vale  of 
tvefholme  or  Evefham,  called  Efham.  This  dif- 
tridt,  being  hy  way  of  diftindfion  called  the  V ale  of 
Gloucefter,  from  its  vicinity  to  that  city,  is  almoft 
furrounded  by  the  Cotefwold  Hills,  and  by  them 
defended  from  the  chilling  northern  and  eafterly 
blafls,  to  which  it  would  otherwife  be  expofed  j fo 
that  few  towns,  if  any  in  England,  or  elfewhere, 
can  be  faid  to  excel  tliis  in  point  of  fituation.  It  is 
in  confequence  juftly  admired  by  all  who  frequent  it, 
for  the  benefit  of  its  Mineral  Water,*  the  virtues  of 
which  furpals  any  other  of  its  kind,  perhaps  in  the 
world ; and  from  the  furprifmg  cures  wrought  by 
it  within  thefe  few  years,  is  getting  into  the  higheft 
and  moft  deferved  repute.  As  all  that  a noble, 
rich,  nitrous  water,  with  a fine  healthy  clear  air, 
and  dry  fituation,  fitted  for  pleafure  and  diverfion 
in  the  fummer,  can  do,  may  be  expeiled,  and  ge- 
nerally is  found  here. 

The  parifh  being  large,  (ten  miles  in  compafs) 
the  foil  is  various ; to  the  eaflv^ard  a very  loofe 
whitifh  fand,  weftward  a ftrong  clay,  [chyle j fouth 
a fine  rich  loam,  and  in  other  parts  a mixture  of 
loam  and  fand. 

The  country  hereabout  produces  wood,  in  plenty 
for  timber  and  fuel ; and  abounds  with  grain,  pulfe, 
vegetables  of  all  kinds  remarkably  good,  cattle, 
poultry,  and  game.  The  water  in  the  town  is  not 
fo  hard,  nor  fo  fully  charged  with  calcarious  earth. 


* Of  this  more  at  large  in  another  place. 


as 
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as  has  been  reprefented,  being  ufed  for  every  com- 
mon purpofe;  though,  were  it  hard,  the  brook, 
water  might  be  had  with  very  little  trouble. 

In  Domefday  Book*  this  manoiNIands  tinder 
the  title  of  Terra  Regis,  and  is  thus  recorded : 

“ King 


• Domefday  Book  (Saxon  Domboc  or  Doomboc,  or  the 
Survey  of  England)  is  the  molt  venerable  record  in  the  king- 
dom, fo  called,  or  Judgment  Book,bccaufe  all  perfons  were 
included  in  it,  and  whoever  was  by  this  book  recorded  to 
be  the  lawful  owner  of  any  land,  he  was  deemed  fo  in  all 
courts ; and  no  proof  or  evidence  might  be  admitted  to  the 
contrary.  It  was  begun  in  io8i,  and  completed  in  1086, 
by  order  of  William  the  Conqueror,  and  is  Hill  ufed  to  de- 
termine whether  tenures  are  of  ancient  demefne  or  not.— 
King  Alfred,  about  the  year  900,  compofed  a book  of  the 
like  nature,  which  was  in  fome  mcafure  a pattern  for  this. 

The  Pomd  mentioned  in  this  book,  for  refen'ed  rent, 
was  the  weight  of  a pound  of  lilver  of  twelve  ounces;  the 
Shilling,  twelve-pence,  equal  in  weight  to  fomething  more 
than  our  three  fhillings.  Thus  the  Norman  Pound  (or 
twenty  fuch  Ihillings)  w-as  \»orth  3I.  as.  fterling  of  our  pre- 
fent  money. 

The  Saxon  Pound,  forty-eight  Ihillings,  of  five  pence 
each.  This  penny  w^as  three  times  the  weight  of  our  filver 
penny,  fo  the  fhilling  was  worth  fifteen-jKrnce  of  our  money; 
and  die  pound  forty-eight  Ihillings,  equal  to  3I.  las.  fterling. 

There  were  no  Ihillings  coined  in  this  kingdom  till  the 
year  1504,  19th  Hemy  VII.  The  penny  was  the  only  cur- 
rent filver  coin  till  the  reign  of  King  John,  when  the  filver 
half  and  quarter  penny  were  introduced.  Edward  III. 
I553j  began  to  coin  larger  pieces,  which,  from  their  fize, 
were  called  groats.  4tli  Edward  VI.  1551,  crowns  and 
half-crowns  were  firft  coined. 


The 
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“ King  Edward  (the  Confeflbr)  held  Chinten- 
ham, — there  were  8 i hides. 

“ Reinbald 


The  Mark  was  two-tliirds  of  the  pound  of  filvcF,  or  twice 
the  value  of  a pound  fterling. 

According  to  Sir  Robert  Atkyns,  the  true  method  of  cal- 
culating w^hat  proportion  the  value  of  lilver,  at  the  time  of 
the  furvey,  bore  to  its  prefent  value,  is  according  to  the  rate 
of  neceflaries  on  which  we  fubfift.  Thus,  taking  wheat 
corn  as  the  moll  necelTary,  its  value  in  feveral  ages  will  ferve 
as  an  eftimate.  A bulhel  of  w'heat,  foon  after  the  Nor- 
man Conqueft,  was  fold  for  id.  or  3d.  fterling.  Now,  if 
we  value  the  bulhel,  on  an  average,  at  4s.  or  forty-eight 
pence  fterling,  it  is  lixteen  times  dearer  than  fix  or  feven 
hundred  years  ago.  Hence  we  may  conclude,  that  a man 
might  in  thofe  days  live  as  well  on  aos.  a year  of  our  mo- 
ney, as  on  1 61.  a year  now;  and  al.  of  their  money  would 
buy  as  much  wheat  as  96I.  fterling,  when  wheat  is  4s.  a 
bulhel;  and  fo  in  proportion. 

The  firft  allize  of  bread,  proclaimed  throughout  the  king- 
dom, was  in  120a,  3d  John,  who  firft  fettled  the  rates  and 
meafurcs  for  wine,  bread,  clotli,  and  fuch  neceflaries. 

Some  explanations  of  the  terms  ufed  in  Domefday-Book. 

Villeins.  This  tenure  w'as  inftituted  by  William  the 
Conqueror ; Villenage  was  of  two  forts:-- 

ift.  Pure  Villenage,  or  a ftate  of  fervitude,  which  fome 
were  fubjeift  to  from  their  birth,  and  from  whom  uncertain 
and  indeterminate  fervice  was  due  to  the  Lord.  The  fuc- 
celTors  to  thefe  Bond-men  or  Villeins,  are  the  Copyholders ; 
who,  though  time  has  dealt  favourably  with  them  in  other 
rcfpeifts,  yet  they  ftill  retain  one  mark  of  their  original  fer- 
vitude: for  as  of  old  the  former  were  not  reckoned  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Commonw’ealth,  but  part  and  parcel  of  the 
owner’s  fubftance,  fo  were  they  therefore  excluded  from 

any 
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« Reinbald*  held  li  hide,  which  belongs  to 
the  Abbey  of  Tewkelbury.  There  were  three 

plough 


any  (hare  in  the  legiflature,  and  their  fuccellbrs  ftill  con- 
tinue without  any  right  to  vote  at  eledlions  by  virtue  of  their 
copyholds. 

adly.  Villenage  by  tenure;  by  which  the  tenant  was 
bound  to  perform  certain  fervices  agreed  upon  between  him 
and  his  lord;  fuch  as  ploughing  his  ground,  reaping  his 
corn,  &c.  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fort  here  mentioned. 

Bordars.  Bordarii  were  fuch  as  held  a cottage,  or  fome 
fmall  parcel  of  land,  on  condition  of  fupplying  the  Lord 
with  poultry,  eggs,  and  other  fmall  proviflons  for  his  board 
and  entertainment;  hence  fuch  tenures  were  formerly  called 
Board  Lands,  nowDemefnes.  Some  lands  in  the  parifli  of 
Fulham,  and  elfewhere,  are  ftill  held  of  the  Bifliop  of  Lon- 
don by  this  fervice ; the  tenants  paying  6d.  per  acre,  in  lieu 
of  finding  provifions  for  their  Lord’s  table. 

Servi.  Servi  and  Ancillse,  men  and  women  fervants, 
were  pure  villeins,  living  under  the  arbitrary  diferetion  of 
the  lord,  arid  received  their  wages  accordingly. 

Liberi  Homines— might  difpofe  of  their  eftates  without 
leave  of  their  lords. 

Radchenistres.  ExprelTed  in  Domboc  Free-Men. 

SoCHis  or  SocHMANNE.  A certain  number  of  Free 
Socmen  appears  to  have  been  neceftary  to  every  Lord  of  a 
Manor,  for  holding  the  pleas  of  the  Manor  Court;  which 
the  Saxons  called  Soke  or  Soc,  fignifying  a franchife,  orju- 
rifdidlion  to  which  a franchife  was  annexed.  Hence  fome 
derive  the  terms  Socmen  and  Socage. 

CoLiBERTi.  Men  who  held  in  free  focage,  whom  we 
fometimes  meet  with  under  the  names  of  Conditionales  and 
Coloni,  from  a corruption  of  which  laft  word  that  of  Clown, 
is  fuppofed  to  be  derived. 


HlDEic 
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plough  tillages  in  demefne,  and  twenty  villeins,  and 
ten  bordars,  and  feven  fervi,  with  eighteen  plough 
tillages.  There  are  two  mills  of  iis.  3d. 

“ King  William’s  Steward  added  to  this  manor 
two  bordars,  and  four  villeins,  and  three  mills,  of 
which  two  are  the  King’s,  and  the  third  the  ftew- 
ard’s}^  and  there  is  one  plough- tillage  more.  In 
the  time  of  King  Edward  it  paid  ql.  5s.  and  3000 
loaves  for  tire  King’s  dogs.  It  now  (reign  of 
William  the  Conqueror)  pays  20I.  and  20  cows, 
and  20  hogs,  and  16s.  in  lieu  of  bread.” 


Hide.  In  ancient  cuftoms  a quantity  of  land,  confifting 
of  as  much  as  could  be  tilled  with  a fingle  plough.  Bede 
calls  it  Familiae,  or  a fufficient  quantity  for  the  ordinary  ufe 
of  one  family.  Compton  fays  it  contains  100  acres,  and 
that  eight  hides  made  a Knight’s  fee.  In  ancient  manu- 
fcripts  it  is  fixed  at  lao  acres;  though  Sir  Edward  Coke 
notes,  that  a Knight’sFee,  a Hide,  or  Plough  Land,  a Yard 
Land,  or  an  Oxgang  of  Land,  do  not  contain  any  deter- 
minate number  of  acres. 

William  of  Malmfbury  fays,  i Yard-land  contains  24 
acres;  i Hide,  4 yard  lands,  or  96  acres;  i Knight's  Fee, 
5 hides,  or  480  acres;  others  fay  12  hides. 

Virgata  Terra,  or  Virga,  (yard-land)  differs  much  accord- 
ing to  the  place ; at  Wimbledon  in  Surry,  it  is  only  15  acres, 
but  in  other  counties  20,34,30,  and  in  fome  40  and  45  acres. 

* Reinbald,  or  Rumbald,  was  Dean,  of  the  Collegiate 
Church  of  Cirencefter,  and  in  1065,  a3d  6f  Edward  the 
Confeffbr,  Chancellor  of  England,  and  fet  his  hand  as  a wit- 
nefs,  fubfcribing  himfdf  fuch,  to  the  Charter  of  Privileges 
granted  by  that  King  to  the  Abbey  of  Weftminffer.  Rum- 
bald  lies  buried  in  the  body  of  the  church  of  Cirencefter, 
with  an  infcription  on  his  grave-ftonc,  « Rumbald  lies  here.” 


OYITSTERS 
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OWNERS,  OF  CHELTENHAM. 


HE  town  of  Cheltenham*  was  in  the  reign  of 


X William  the  Conqueror  vefted  in  the  Crown, 
but  belonged  to  Henry  de  Bohun,  Earl  of  Here- 
ford, ift  of  King  John,  1199,  with  whom  he  ex- 
changed it  for  other  lands. 

3d  Hemy  III.  1219,  the  manor  and  hundred 
were  granted  to  William  Long  Efpee,  (Long- 
fword,  a natural  fon  of  Henry  II.  by  Fair  Rofa- 
mond)  who  became  Earl  of  Salifbury  in  right  of 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  to  William,  fon 
of  Patrick  d’Eurieux,  lirft  Earl  of  Salifbury. 

In  the  7th  of  fame  reign  he  leafed  the  benefit  of 
the  markets,  fairs,  and  hundreds  of  Cheltenham  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town ; which  leafe  was  re- 
newed at  a certain  referved  rent  three  years  after, 

Said  William  dying  poflefled  of  it,  lOth  Henry 
III.  1226,  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  William,  who 
had  his  eftates  feized  for  going  out  of  the  kingdom 
without  leave  from  the  King,  and  in  1250  was 
flain  by  the  Saracens : his  only  fon  dying  an  infant, 
the  title  became  extindl,  and  fell  to  the  crown. 

27th  Henry  III.  1243,  the  manor  of  Cheltham 
was  granted  in  dower  to  his  Queen  Eleanor, 
daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Provence  in  France;  and 
according  to  the  records,  the  Bifhop  of  Hereford 
appears  to  have  been  feized  of  it  in  the  third  of 


* It  was  ail  aacient  demefne,  and  enjoyed  great  privileges. 

faid 
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faid  reign;  in  the  36th  of  which,  1252,  the  Abbey 
of  Fifchamp  in  Normandy  became  pofleifed  of  the 
manors  of  Cheltenham  and  Sclaugtre,  and  the  hun- 
dreds of  Cheltenham  and  Salemanlberrie,  with  free 
warren,  by  purchafe  and  exchange  of  lands  in 
IV  incheifea  and  Rye  in  SufTex ; and  their  right  to 
thofe  and'other  great  privileges  which  they  enjoyed 
therein,  was  allow'ed  15th  Edward  I.  1287;  who, 
three  years  after,  granted  them  liis  licence  to  fell 
tliofe  manors  and  hundreds. 

2d  Edward,  1309,  John  Limel  died  feized  of 
this  manor,  which  it  is  apprehended  he  held  by 
leafe  only. 

It  afterwards  belonged  to  the  prioiy  of  Mont- 
bury,  an  alien  monaftery  in  Normandy;  but  the 
lands  of  all  alien  monafteries  being  veiled  in  the 
crown  by  act  of  parliament  1415,  2d  Henry  III. 
the  manor  and  hundred  of  Cheltenham  w'ere  granted 
to  the  nunnery  of  Sion  in  Middlefex.  Maud  the 
abbefs,  to  confirm  her  title,  1444,  22d  Henry  VI. 

! levied  a fine  thereof,  and  received  a fuller  confirm- 
; ationofit,  1461,  ill:  Edward  IV. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  fame  reign,  1465,  Sir 
Maurice  Berkeley,  (brother  to  James  the  5th  Lord 
.Berkeley)  who  in  1460  was  feized  of  thecaftle  and 
1 manor  of  Beverflon*  in  this  county,  held  this 


* Beverfton  Caftle,  one  mile  N.E.  of  Tetbury,  is  faid  to 
Jhave  been  built  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  by  Thomas  Earl 
<of  Berkeley,  (but  was  only  repaired  at  that  time)  out  of  the 
iranfom  of  the  prifoners  he  took  at  the  battle  of  Poidtiers, 
winder  Edward  tJie  Black  Prince. 

D 


manor, 
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manor,  &c.  alfo  by  leafe,  it  is  fuppofed,  from  the 
Abbefs  of  Sion,  as  that  nunnery  was  pofiefTed  of 
it  at  the  time  of  its  diflblution,*  in  the  general 
fweep  made  by  Henry  V ill.  1 540,  when  it  came  to 
the  crown,  and  fo  continued  till  1608,  5th  James 
1.  when  it  was'granted  to  Wm.  Dutton,t  efq;  and 
from  him  has  defcended  to  James  Dutton,  efq;  the 
prefent  lord  of  the  manor,  who  Aday  ii,  1784, 
was  created  an  Englilh  Peer  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Shireborne,  and  before  his  creation  was  one  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  county  of  Gloucefter  in  par- 
liament, as  many  of  his  anceflors  had  been.  He 
is  the  23d  in  lineal  defcentffom  Hudart,  or  Odart, 
the  Norman,  (who,  with  his  five  bi'others,  Nigel 
and  four  others,  came  over  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
qued:,  1066,  with  Hugh  Lupus J Earl  of  Chefter) 

and 


* At  that  time  the  annual  revenues  of  the  abbey  of  Sion 
amounted  to  1944I.  iis.  ii^d.  and  the  King  delighted  fo 
much  in  the  fituation,  that  he  kept  it  to  himfelf.  Queen 
Mary  fettled  Nuns  in  it  again,  but  they  were  expelled  firft 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  permifllon  to  carr^'  their  treafurc 
along  with  them.  It  now  belongs  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  by  marriage  of  his  father  with  the  Lady 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  after\v’ards  7th 
Duke  of  Sonie-rfet,  who  gave  it  to  her.  To  him  it  came 
from  his  father  Charles  the  6th  Duke,  who  married  Lady 
Elizabeth  Percy,  fple  daughter  and  heirefs  to  Joceline  Percy 
the  nth  and  laftEarl  of  Northumberland,  to  whofe  grand- 
father Henry  it  had  been  granted  by  King  James  I. 

J Son  of  Thomas  Dutton,  efq;  who  in  1553  purchafecl 
the  manor,  with  the  recSlory  and  advowfon  of  Shireborne, 
of  Sir  Chriflopher  Alleyn. 

J Hugh  Lupus,  fonofEmma,  (filler  to  William  the  Con- 
queror, by  his  mother  Ariel’s  marriage  with  Herlaine,  a 

Norman 
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and  8th  from  Thomas  Dutton,  who  firft  pur- 
chafed  in  Glouceflertliire,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago.^ 

D 2 Shireborne 


Norman  gentleman)  by  the  Count  of  Auranches,  was  by  his 
uncle  the  Conqueror,  1070,  (by  the  advice  of  his  council) 
placed  at  Chefter,  as  being  a valiant  foldier,  and  proper 
perfon  to  reftrain  the  Welch;  and  had  all  Chelhire,  except 
what  belonged  to  the  bilhops,  which  was  not  much,  given 
to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  with  the  title  and  earldom  of 
Chefter,  to  hold  it  as  freely  by  the  fword  as  he  (William) 
did  the  kingdom  of  England.  That  is,  he  was  to  exercife 
as  abfolute  an  authority  over  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  county,  as  the  King  did  over  the  reft  of 
the  kingdom;  thus  conft.ituting  him  a Count  Palatine,  or 
officer  invefted  with  fupcrior  power  to  repel  invafions.  He 
was  the  firft  hereditary  Earl,  and  exercifed  fovereign  autho- 
rity over  it  40  years,  and  during  that  time  created  8 ba- 
rons. Befides  which,  he  had  a grant  of  24  manors  in  other 
counties,  of  which  fix  in  Gloucefterfhire.  This  Hugh  feated 
Hudart  or  Odart,  at  Duntone,  near  Weaverham,  in  Che- 
fhire;  whence  His  defcendants  took  the  furname  De  Dun- 
tune  or  Dutton ; and  where,  for  lingular  fei-vices  rendered 
Kanulph,  fixth  Earl  of  Chefter,  in  obliging  the  Welch  under 
Llewellyn  fwho  had  befieged  him  in  Rothlain,  or  Rhudland 
Caftle,  m Fliutfhire,  built  by  Earl  Hugh’s  nephew  Robert 
de  Rhudland)  to  retreat,  he  further  granted  this  family  very 
great  privileges,  which  being  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  I 

lhall  here  give  fome  account  of.; It  was  on  Midfummer- 

day,  the  principal  fair  at  Chefter,  v'hen  the  news  came  that 
the  caftle  was  invefted,  and  fiiccour  demanded  of  Roger  de 
Lati,conftable  of  Chefter ; he  immediately  difpatched  Ralph 
Dutton,  who  gathering  together  the  rude  multitude,  and 
amongft  them  a great  number  of  fidlers,  arrived  in  time  to 
deliver  the  Earl  from  his  danger.  In  reward  for  which  fer- 
vice,  a charter  for  the  government  and  regulating  of  all  the 
fidlers  within  the  county  of  Chefter,  was  granted  to  him 

and 
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Shirebome  (or  Sherborne)  houfe,  his  Lordfhip’s 
feat,  lituated  in  the  pari(h  of  the  fame  name,  is 
about  1 8 miles  from  Cheltenham,  and  3 beyond 
Northleach,  on  the  left  between  that  place  and 
Burford,  and  is  vifible  from  the  road. 

Of 


and  his  heirs.  And  yearly  on  Midfummer-day,  all  the  fid- 
Jers  and  minftrels  of  the  county  attend  the  heir  of  faid  Ralph 
Dutton,  or  his  fteward,  from  his  lodging  to  the  church,  one 
going  before  with  the  furcoat  of  the  arms  of  Dutton,  and 
the  fidlers  walking  two  by  two,  playing  on  their  inftru- 
ments.  Service  ended,  they  proceed  m the  lame  order  to 
the  court-houfe,  where  law's  and  ordinances  are  ellablilhed 
for  their  better  government,  and  penalties  are  InfliiSled  on 
the  tranfgreirors : — a jurifdi<Sfion,^w'hich  the  llatute  39th 
Elizabeth,  for  punilhing  rogues,  vagabonds,  &c.  and  that  of 
ill  James  I.  for  the  fame  purpofe,  have  provided  cfpeclally 
againfl.  interfering  w'ith  or  prejudicing. 

Odart’s  fword(fay8  Mr.  Rudder)  is  ftill  carefully  preferved 
in  the  Dutton  family,  having  palled  over  from  heir  to  heir 
as  an  heirloom  accruing  with  the  houfe  to  the  next  heir.— 
The  title  of  Earl  of  Chefter  became  extindl  in  Earl  Hugh’s 
family  1237,  21ft  Henry  III.  by  the  deaih  of  Jolin  ie  Scot, 
filler’s  fon  to  Renulph,  who  made  the  above  grant,  and  fell 
to  the  croM-n  ; and  w'as  by  Henry  III.  firll  granted  to  his 
fecond  fon  Edmund,  (who  was  alfo  Earl  of  Leiceller  and 
Derby)  but  revoked  and  given  to  his  eldell,  afterwards  King 
Edw'ard  I.  and  the  title  has  ever  fince  been  annexed  to  thofe 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  His  fon  Edw'ard  II.  w'as  the  firll 
Englilh  Prince  the  Welch  acknowledged;  he  was  born 
among  them,  April  23,  1384,  at  Caernarvon  Callle.  The 
title  of  Earl  at  firll  defcended  to  heirs  general,  but  from  the 
time  of  Edward  I.  they  have  been,  ufually  limited  to  heirs 
male.  Thofe  who  w'ere  then  made  Earls  were  frequently 
of  the  blood  royal,  and  for  this  reafon  our  monarchs  call 
them  m all  public  writings,  Our  niojt  Dear  Cou/in.  This 

W'as 
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Of  the  other  eftates  records  fhew,  that  John- 
Cheltenham  died  feized  of  lands  in  Cheltenham, 
near  Arle,  23d  Edward  III.  1360. 

At  the  diflblution  of  the  abbey  of  Cirencefter,. 
they  were  owners  of  a mill  and  other  lands  in 
Chelt;  which,  3d  Elizabeth,  w'ere  granted  to  Peter 
Olborn,  and  were  probably  thofe  faid  to  be  held 
by  Reimbald,  or  the  two  plough  tillages  which 
occur  afterwards.  There  was  a court  of  pleas, 
called  the  Three- weeks  Court,  held  by  the  fteward 
of  the  manor,  for  the  recovery  of  debts  of  any 
amouitt,  but  has  long  been  difufed. 

By  an  act  of  Parliament  ifl:  Charles  I.  1625,  it 
is  enaffed,  that  the  defcent  of  the  cuftomary  lands 
fhall  thenceforth  be  in  fee-fimple,  according  to  the 
rules  of  common  law,  faving  only,  that  if  any,  copyr 
holder  of  the  faid  manor  (hall  die  without  iflue 
male,  havmg  daughters,  the  eldefl:  daughter  fhall. 
inherit  folely,  as  the  eldeft  fon  ought  to  do,  by  the 
courfe  of  the  common  law' ; and  that  if  any  of  the 
faid  cuftomary  lands  or  tenements  ought,  according 
to  fuch  courfe,  to  defeend  to  any  fifters,  aunts,  or 
female  coufins ; then,  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  the 
elders  of  fuch  denomination  fliall  inherit  the  fame 
lands  or  tenements  folely^ 


was  the  greateft  dignity  in  England  for  above  300  years, 

, till  Edward  III.  1336,  created  his  fon  Duke  of  Cornwall. 

• Notwithftanding  this  account  of  the  grant  to  the  Dutton 
family  in  t6o8,  as  mentioned  in  the  Cheltenham  Guide,  it 
appears  that  Charles  I.  was  Lord  of  it  when  Prince  of  Wales., 
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There  are  five  hamlets  in  this  parKh,  befides 
the  town,  viz.  Arle,  Alfton,  Weftal,  Naunton,  and 
Sandford. 

Arle. — One  mile  from  the  town,  down  an  eafy 
defcent,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  road  to  the  left,  is 
a fpring  of  purging  water,  rifing  perpendicular  in 
the  middle  of  a ditch  filled  up  with  fedge  and 
weeds,  where  the  common  water  oozes,  runs  into, 
and  mixes  with  it ; therefore  no  jull  eftimate  can 
be  made  of  the  quantity  of  its  fixed  parts,  though 
according  to  Dr.  Short  it  contains  nitre  and  alca- 
line  earth.  The  fait  is  full  as  bitter  and  purging 
as  that  of  the  Dyde,  near  Preftbury ; but  the  water 
is  neither  fo  clear,  plcafant,  nor  brifk,  as  the  other, 
becaufe  of  its  mixture  with  the  ditch  water.  The 
fait  is  not  calcarious,  and  is  the  fame  with  Aftrope 
both  in  colour  and  ciyftals.* 

Arle-Court  anciently  belonged  to  a family  that 
took  its  name  from  this  place,  from  whom  it  came 
to  Robert  Grevil,  by  marriage  with  one  of  the 
daughters  and  coheireffes  of  John  Arles,  and  by 
marriage  of  a fcmal<i  heir  of  the  faid  Grevil  into 
the  Lyggon  family;  and  in  like  manner  to  Sir 
Fleetwood  Dormer,  who  married  Catherine 
daughter  of  John  Lyggon,  who  was  only  fon  to 


* Dr.  Fotliergill,  in  his  Experimental  Enquiry  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  Cheltenham  Water,  fays,  this  fpring  was  opened 
fqr  his  infpedlion,  and  proved  to  be  nearly  of  the  fame  tem- 
perature as  that  of  the  fpa,  though  expofed  to  the  air.  It 
flrikes  purple  with  galls,  and  depofits  a rich  ochrey  fedi- 
niept ; but  his  time  would  not  admit  of  further  experiments. 

Richard 
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Richard  Lyggon,  of  Maddersfield  in  Worcefter- 
fliire,by*hisTecond  wife  Margaret,  daughter  of  John 
7'albot,  efq;  of  the  Shrewibury  family.  Judge 
Dormer  was  the  proprietor  of  this  eftate  fome  time 
fmce  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  the  late  Mrs.  Catherine  Dormer.  It 
is  now  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  of 
Hardwicke.  This  hamlet  has  a tythingman. 

Aljlon.  Of  which  there  is  nothing  worthy  ob- 
fervation,  but  that  it  has  a tithingman  diftindl  from 
the  other  hamlets. 

IVeJial.  Thomas  Phillips  was  feifed  of  Chel- 
tenham Arle,  Arle  Wefton,  and  Hardhurft,  6th 
Edward  IV.  1467. 

Nautiton — from  nant^  which  in  the  Britifh  lan- 
guage fignifies  a valley,  and  fometimes  a brook. 
A fine  of  lands  was  levied 

By  Francis  Grevil,  3d  Edward  VI.  1550,  in 
Naunton  and  Cheltenham,  to  the  ufe  of 
I'homas  Barret  and  John  Willis  ; n 

By  Sir  Henry  Capel,  and  Ann  his  wife,  3d 
Mary,  1556,  in  Naunton  and  Alfton,  to  John 
Ilk  and  Richard  Horwood. 

Sandford-, — fo  called  from  the  fandy  foil,  and 
the  ford  over  the  brook.  Thomas  and  Philippa 
Dingley  were  feized  of  this  manor  of  Sandford  and 
of  lands  in  Cheltenham.  George  Barret  married 
their  only  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  jointly  fued  out 
livery  of  thofe  lands  9th  Henry  Vlll.  1518. 

One  tithingman  ferves  for  the  laft  three  hamlets. 

In 
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In  the  centre  of  the  town  ftands  the  church  of 
Cheltenham,  a handfonie  old  building,  in  form  of 
acrols,  d';,e  N.  and  S.  irs  high  and  ele- 
gant octagonal  fpire  (lately  re-'-air-d  and  pointed) 
adds  greatly  to  tlie  beauty  of  prcfpe.'t  from  many 
parts  of  the  farrounding  hills,  and  lias  a good  ring 
of  eight  bells.'  it  is  in  the  deanty  of  ^'^dnchcomb, 
an  impropriation*,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
nunnery  of  bion,  but  immeiliately  before  the  diffo- 
lution  of  .monailerics,  to  tlic  abbey  of  Cirencefter; 
yth  James  I.  1610,  to  bir  V\  illiam  Rider  5 and 
is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Effex,  in  leafe 
to  Mr.  Matthews. 

The  tithes  (a  portion  of  which  belonged  to  the 
nunnery  of  Ulk  in  Monmouthihire)  were,  2 2d 
Elizabeth  1580,  granted  to  John  Fernham. 

The  reiRory,  though  valued  at  200I.  is  fuppofed 
to  be  worth  bool,  per  annum ; yet  the  ftipend  to 
the  officiating  minifter  is  not  more  than  40I.  be- 
fides  furplice-fees,  and  is  held  under  the  following 
peculiar  tenure; — he  mull  be  a Fellow  of  Jefus 
College,  Oxford,  and  with  two  others  recommended 


* Impropriations  are  fuch  livings  as  at  the  diflblution  of 
monafteries  were  difpofed  of  to  the  heft  bidders,  or  the 
greateft  favourites,  and  fo  became  lay  property.  Of  about 
10,000  churches  and  chapels  now  in  England,  3835  (up- 
wards of  one  third)  are  impropriations. 

Appropriations  are  luch  as  were  appointed  to  the  creel- 
ing or  augmenting  of  ibme  bilhoprick,  dcanry,  or  religious 
foundation. 


to 
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to  the  heir  of  Sir  Baptift  Hicks,*  anceftor  of  the 
prefent  Earl  of  Gainlborough,  who  choofes  one 
and  prefents  him  to  the  Bifnop.  By  an  agreement 
between  the  college  and  Sir  Baptift,  (from  whom 
they  derive  their  title  to  recommend)  the  incum- 
bent cannot  hold  his  appointment  longer  than  fix 
years,  unlefs  re-elecfted  as  above,  which  has  gene- 
rally happened.  In  addition  to  this  fmall  ftipend, 
a ledlure  on  Sunday  afternoon  is  fupported  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  by  a fubfcription  from  the  nobility 
and  others,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  liberally  conti- 
nued to  the  incumbent,  in  confideration  alfo  of 
Morning  Prayer  being  read  daily  from  the  firft 
week  in  June  to  Michaelmas. 

There  was  formerly  a chantry  in  this  church, 
dedicated  to  the  V irgin  Mary,  which  is  now  fallen 
to  decay. 

The  church-yard  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  in 
England,  extending  from  E.  to  W.  about  300 
feet,  and  rendered  pajticularly  agreeable  by  its  walks 
being  firaded  with  double  rows  of  lime-trees,  which 
furround  and  crofs  it.  At  the  S.  W.  gate  a neat 
gravel  walk  leads  to  the  Church-mead,  and  through 


* lie  built  the  Seflions-Houfe  in  St.  John’s-llreet,  Lon- 
don, called  Hicks’s-Hall ; and  1629,  4th  Charles  I.  was 
created  Baron  Hicks,  of  Ilmington,  and  Vifc.ount  Campden, 
w'ith  remainder,  in  default  of  iITue  male,  to  Lord  Noel,  who 
married  his  eldeft  daughter  Juliana ; from  whom  the  pre- 
fent Earl  of  Gainlborough  is  defcended,  and  enjoys  the 
above  titles  among  others,  with  the  manor  of  Campden  in 
tins  county,  20  miles  N.  E.  from  Gloucefter. 


this 
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tills  another  to  the  Chelt,  over  which  a flight  draw- 
bridge is  thrown  to  form  a pafTage  to  the  publick 
walks,  faid  to  have  been  planned  by  Norborne 
Berkeley,  the  late  Lord  Bottetourt.  The  original 
defign  was  to  have  continued  the  grand  walk  to  the 
church,  if  the  proprietor  of  a fmall  piece  of  ground 
facing  the  draw-bridge  could  have  been  prevailed 
on  to  part  v/ith  it.  Many  indeed  think  its  prefent 
ftate  more  beautiful  than  fuch  a length  of  walk,  as 
it  now  cannot  be  feen  till  at  the  bridge;  the  effe£t 
it  then  has  is  not  eafily  to  be  imagined  by  thofe 
who  have  not  been  on  the  fpot.  Tlie  church 
fpire,  rifing  in  the  centre  of  the  walk,  forms  a very 
pleating  point  of  view  from  the  well ; on  the  fide 
oppofite  to  which  a handfome  dial  with  a minute 
hand  is  fixed,  to  the  great  fatisfaflion  of  the 
company,  who  had  frequently  exprelTed  a defire  to 
have  one. 

t" 

The  lower  or  grand  walk^is  about  20  feet  wide, 
and  fo  fliaded  by  an  uniform  plantation  of  tall  ftrait 
elms,  at  the  diftance  of  la  feet  afunder,  as  to  pre- 
vent any  inconvenience  from  the  fun  in  the  hotteft 
weather,  and  is  fenced  by  a quickfet. 

The  following  exatil:  meafurement  of  the  w'alks, 
&c.  was  taken  for  the  Author,  by  a very  ingeni- 
ous furveyor: 

Feet. 

From  the  N.  E.  to  the  S.  W.  gate  of  the  Church- 


yard — — — — 203 

From  the  S.  W.  to  the  Church-mead  gate  — 318 
From  the  Church-mead  gate  to  the  lower  gate  570 

Acrofs  tlie  brook  to  the  Walk  gate  79 


From  • 
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Feet. 

From  Taid  gate  to  the  Pump-yard,  (the  grand  walk)  5 97 
The  Pump-yard  fquares  — — — 32 

From  the  Pump-yard  to  the  Serpentine  walk  - 312 

The  Serpentine  Walk  — — 5 1 5 

The  Long  Room,  66  feet  by  23  feet  6, 

[Two  views  of  the  Walks,  painted  by  Mr.  Hewfon, 
and  engraved  by  Mr.  Bonnor  in  Iris  beft  ftile,  are  to  be 
had  of  the  venders  of  this  book,  being  of  a frze  to  bind 
up  with  it.] 

The  gradual  elevation  of  the  ground  from  the 
Chelt  to  the  gate  at  the  entrance  of  the  Serpentine 
walk,  though  almoft  imperceptible,  is  33  feet  2 
inches. 

The  walk  immediately  above  the-  well  is  equally 
fliaded  by  a fimilar  plantation  of  limes;  and  the 
uppermoft  has  a grafs  plot  in  the  centre,  with 
young  elms  on  each  fide,  and  a ferpentine  gravel 
walk  round  it,  which  has  in  general  been  thought 
not  of  fufficient  breadth,  and  is  the  only  fault  that 
can  be  found  in  this  fpot — the  tout  enfemble  of 
which  is  not  to  be  equalled  throughout  the  king- 
dom, if  elfewhere. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Walter  has  built  a piclurefque 
houfe,  which  is  called  the  Grove  Cottage^  forming  a 
a pleafmg  termination  of  the  walks. 

In  1781,  Mr.  Skillicome  built  a manfion  for  the 
Earl  of  F'auconberg,  at  the  diftance  of  two  fields 
weft  of  the  fpring,  on  an  eminence,  commanding  an 
extenfive  and  beautiful  profpeft;  where  their  Ma- 
jefties  refided  during  their  vifit  to  Cheltenham ; 

fince 
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fince  which  confiderable'  additions  have  been  made 
thereto.  It  is  called  Bafs-Hill  Lodge. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Pump-fquare  is  the  Long 
Room,  built  in  1775  at  the  joint  expence  of  Mr. 
Skillicorne  the  ground  landlord,  and  Mr.  Miller 
the  prefent  renter  of  the  Spa,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  company  while  drinking  the  water,  and 
for  public  breakfafts,  during  the  feafon,  from  May 
to  Odlober;  and  is  generally  reckoned  the  bell 
pump-room  in  England.* 

On  the  well  fide  is  the  Old  Pump-Room,  now 
fitted  up  as  a Reading-Room  by  Mr.  Harward. 
Over  it  is  a billiard-table,  which,  though  fmall,  is 
not  a bad  one ; and  if  kept  in  proper  order,  with  a 
marker  to  attend,  would  anfwer  the  trifling  ex- 
pence the  proprietor  might  be  at  to  accommodate 
the  company.  The  other  part  of  this  building  is 
for  the  pumper,  and  a warehoufe  for  packing  the 
bottled  water  i where  the  falts  extracted  from  ir 
are  fold. 

In  the  town  are  an  hofpital  and  free-fchool,  both 
founded  in  the  year  1574,  by  Richard  Pates,  efq;f 

I'he 


* In  1787,  there  was  a company  here  by  the  middle  of 
April,  and  many  remained  ’till  November ; the  longeft  fea- 
fon  of  any  watering-place  in  England:  fome  years  back  it 
lafted  only  from  Old  Midfummer-day  ’tiU  the  fecond  week 
in  September,  and  from  2 to  300  vifitors  in  that  time  was 
thought  a good  feafon. 

-j-  Richard  Pates,  efq;  was  recorder  of  Glouceller  in  1556, 
and  confinned  by  Queen  Elizabeth’s  charter,  1561.  He 

reprdented 
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The  hofpital  is  for  three  men  and  three  women, 
with  an  allowance  of  twelve-pence  weekly,  four- 
pence  quarterly,  and  fixteen  (hillings  to  be  laid  out 
yearly  for  a coat  or  gown  for  each  of  them.  They 
have  alfo  donations  from  other  benefactors. 

The  free-fchool  is  endowed  witli  i61.  a year  for 
the  mafter,  a houfe  for  his  relidence,  and  4I.  a year 
for  an  ulher.  The  prefent  mafter  is  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Fowler,  who  takes  young  gentlemen  to  lodge  and 
board,  belides  the  day  fcholars. 

The  lands  aflignedby  Mr.  Pates  for  the  funp^rt 
of  thefe  pious  foundations,  were  long  fince  laid  lo 
be  worth  60I.  per  annum.  Towards  the  further 
maintenance  of  this  charity,  fome  fmall  tenements 
in  Cheltenham  have  likewife  been  allotted  by  Geo. 
Townfend,  efq;  of  Lincoln’s-Inn ; who,  by  will, 
A.  D.  1683,  left  lol.  a year,  as  an  allowance  to  an 


reprefented  that  city  in  five  Parliaments,  and  was  commif- 
fioned  by  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.  to  take  a furvey  of 
all  religious  foundations  in  Gloucefter,  Brillol,  &c.  then 
fupprelfed,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  them  annexed  to  the 
crown;  and  with  Thomas  Chamberlayne,  efq;  purchafed 
of  King  Edward  many  of  thofe  lands  in  Gloucefter  and 
elfc>\’hcre.  He  was  buried  in  1588,  near  the  fouth  wall  of 
the  fouth  crofs  aile  of  the  cathedral  in  Gloucefter;  where 
I there  is  a monument  ereifted  to  his  memory,  which  has  of 
: late  years  been  repaired  by  Corpus  Chrifti  College,  Oxford, 

I to  which  he  gave  the  nomination  of  the  mafter  and  ulher  of 
the  fchool  at  Cheltenham,  fubjedl  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Bilhop-of  the  diocefe:  and  the  College,  as  governors,  have 
added  5I.  per  annum  to  the  fum  he  left  for  the  fupport  of 
I the  fchool. 


E 
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exhibitioner,  to  go  from  hence  to  Pembroke-col- 
lege  for  eight  years. 

He  founded  and  endowed  another  fchool  for  tire 
children  of  the  poorer  inhabitants,  with  4I.  per 
annum  to  the  mafter  for  teaching  fuch  as  are  en- 
titled to  the  charity  to  read;  and  moreover  left  5I. 
per  annum  for  apprenticing  out  lads  in  this  parifh; 
to  the  poor  of  which  Mr.  John  Walwyn  gave  by 
will,  in  1627,  fifty  (hillings  yearly  forever,  charged 
on  his  manor  in  the  adjacent  parilh  of  Swindon. 
Thefe  charities,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  and  for 
putting  out  apprentices,  were  in  1667  confolidated, 
and  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  lands,  called  the 
Poor’s  Grounds ; which,  though  worth  only  81.  5s. 
per  annum  at  that  time,  are  now  lett  for  18I.  per 
. annum,  and  applied  according  to  the  intentions  of 
the  refpe£live  donors. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stanfby, 
vicar  of  Badgworth  in  this  county,  in  the  year 
1704,  left  an  eftate  there,  let  for  14I.  per  annum, 
for  apprenticing  boys  of  the  parifhes  of  Badgworth, 
Churchdown,  (commonly  called  Chofen)  and 
Cheltenham,  in  the  following  proportions : Badg- 
worth 5I.  Churchdown  3I.  and  Cheltenham  the 
overplus  yearly. 

There  is  alfo  a boarding  and  day  fchool  in  the 
town  for  young  ladies,  kept  by  Mrs.  Anfel. 

In  1787  S unday- fchools  were  opened  in, this 
town,  and'met  with  great  encouragement  by  a liberal 
fubfeription,  not  of  the  inhabitants  only,  but  from 
feveral  of  the  company  unfolicited;  and  from  the 

decent 
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decent  deportment  of  the  children  In  thefe  fchools, 
there  is  every  reafon  to  hope  for  that  entire  refor- 
mation here  which  this  eftablifttment  has  in  general 
been  produdlive  of  throughout  the  kingdom. 

According  to  the  account  publilhed  in  the  year 
1 7 1 2,  there  were  321  houfes  in  this  pariflh,  and 
about  1500  inhabitants,  which  are  much  increafed 
fmce  that  time,  being  now  eftimated  at  about  40a 
houfes  and  200c  inhabitants. 

The  town  of  Cheltenham  runs  in  almoft  a 
ftraight  line- one  mile  in  length,  from  S.  S.E.  to 
N.  N.  W.  having  one  principal  ftreet,  with  fome 
returns,  lanes,  and  adjoining  houfes.  Till  within 
thefe  few  years  the  water  ran  through  the  middle 
of  it,  and  in  a fcarcity  ftagnated,  and  was  offenfive ; 
but  at  prefent  there  is  a good  road  through  the 
town,  with  a channel  on  each  fide  for  the  water : 
and  the  ftreets,  by  an  adl  of  parliament  obtained 
in  1786,  with  permifllon  and  confent  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  have  been  new  paved,  cleanfed  and 
lighted,  the  houfes  numbered,  the  market-houfes, 
figns  and  fpouts  pulled  down,  and  other  nuifances 
removed.  Improvements  have  alfo  been  made  in 
feveral  of  the  lodging-houfes ; new  ones  have  been 
fitted  up,  and  filled  by  people  of  the  firft  rank.  In 
the  year  1780  the  whole  number  of  Lodging- 
houfes  was  about  33;  at  prefent  there  are  near 
150.  Lodgings  have  alfo  been  fitted  up  at  Charl- 
ton-Kings,  Sandford,  Arle,  Alfton,  and  Preftbury: 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  inhabitants,  who, 
from  the  negle£fed  ftate  of  this  place  for  near  thirty 
years,  had  been  fearful  of  rifking  any  expence,  will, 
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from  the  great  and  regular  increafe  of  company  re- 
forting  to  it  within  the  laft  eight  years,  be  con- 
vinced that  it  is  their  intereft  to  render  their  lod- 
gings as  commodious,  and  every  other  circumftance 
as  agreeable  as  poffible  to  thofe  who  frequent  it  in 
the  feafon  who  in  general  feerrt  to  agree,  that 
fuch  an  exertion,  and  the  great  amendment  of  the 
roads  in  the  vicinity,  which  has  taken  place  ac- 
cording to  aft  of  parliament,f  will  make  Chelten- 
ham the  rnoft  noted,  and  beft  frequented  watering- 
place  in  the  kingdom ; being  otherwife  blefled  with 
every  beauty  nature  can  beftow ; the  walks  and 


* In  1780  the  company  (during  the  feafon)  amounted  to  374 


1781  — 

— 500 

178a  — 

— • 460 

1783  — 

— • 560 

1784  — 

— 650 

1785  — 

— — — 910 

1786  — 

— ” 1140 

1787  — 

— 1320 

1788  — 

1550 

1789  — 

— 860 

. 1790 

— — ' 1100 

1791  — 

1350 

179a  — 

' 1560 

■f  An  a<£l  paffcdtsi  Geo.  III.i78y,  for  amending  the  roads 
from  a place  called  PifTs  Elm,  in  the  Tewkelbury  turnpike- 
road,  through  Cfheltenham  to  Elfton  Church  and  Coombend 
Beeches  in  the  road  from  Cirenccfter  to  Gloucefter;  and 
from  the  market-houfe  in  Cheltenham  to  the  Burford  turn- 
pike-road at  Pewfdon  Alh;  and  from  Cheltenham  to  the 
road  from  Glocefter  to  London  at  Kilkenny-Houfe;  and 
from  the  direftion-poft  in  Benbridge  field,  through  Birdlip, 
to  join  the  road  from  Glocefter  to  Bath  at  or  near  Painf-' 
wick  and  the  houfe  called  the  Harrow. 
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rides  being  fufficiently  variegated;  the  views  from 
the  adjacent  hills  extenfive  and  delightful ; and  the 
country  abounding  with  pidlurefque  fcenes. 

Provifions  in  general  are  good  here ; the  mutton 
peculiarly  well-flavoured,  arifmg  without  doubt 
from  the  fine  texture  and  fweet  tafte  of  the  pafture 
on  the  hills.  The  market  is  on  Thurfday,  when 
butter  and  poultry  of  all  kinds  are  brought  from 
the  neighbouring  villages ; and  fince  the  great  in- 
creafe  of  company,  the  country  people  bring  in 
poultry,  &c.  and  the  huckfters  bring  falmon,  eels, 
gudgeons,  perch,  carp,  tench,  and  other  frefli- 
water  fifh,  from  the  Severn,  every  day  in  the  week 
during  the  feafon ; and  in  the  months  of  July  and 
Auguft  famlets  or  botchers  from  41b.  to  6 or  ylbw 
each ; lobfters  and  cray-fifh  once  or  twice  a week, 
but  always  on  T uefday  from  Oxford ; foies  and 
other  fea-fifli,  by  the  carriers  from  Bath.  Trout, 
jack,  See.  may  be  had  by  giving  orders  at  Cirencefter,. 
where  they  are  received  frefti  from  the  Thames 
every  Monday,  and  fometimes  oftener.  Rabbits 
are  brought  from  the  warren  near  Poftlip,  and  pi- 
geons from  the  neighbouring  farm-houfes» 

There  are  five  annual  fairs  held  here  for  cattle 
of  all  forts,  viz.  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  in  April; 
on  Holy  Thuffday ; the  fecond  Thurfday  in  Sep- 
tember, a cheefe  fair;  third  Thurfday  in  Decem- 
ber; and  on  the  5th  of  Auguft  (St.  James’s  day, 
O.  S.)  for  cattle,  but  particularly  lambs  in  great 
abundance.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  two  ftatute 
fairs,  called  (according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  coun- 
try) Mops,  for  the  hiring  of  men  and  women  fer- 
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vants,  on  the  ThuriHay  before  Michaelmas -day,  and 
the  Thurfday  after,  at  both  wliich,  as  at  the  other 
five,  are  fold  pedlary,  and  other  wares,  toys,  &c. 

A great  trade  was  formerly  carried  on  for  malt 
made  in  this  town,  but  it  is  now  very  inconfid^rable; 
the  only  manufafture  being  that  of  cotton  ftock- 
ings,  which  have  a great  fale. 

The  women  and  children  of  the  poorer  fort 
comb  and  fpin  woollen-yarn  for  the  clothiers  at 
Stroud,  &c.  Near  this  town,  (fays  the  author  of 
the  Cheltenham  Guide,  publifhedin  1781)  “ upon 
the  Cotefwold  hills,  the  fleeces  are  fuperlatively 
good ; and  it  is  recorded,  that  the  celebrated  breed 
of  (heep,  which  produces  the  fine  Spanifh  wool, 
was  originally  raifed  from  fome  of  the  Cotefwold 
fheep,  fent  as  a prefent  to  the  King  of  Spain  by 
one  of  our  good-natured  Sovereigns  — an  error 
the  above  writer  has  fallen  into  from  its  being  in 
general  fo  reported.  But  the  fheep  here  men- 
tioned, fent  by  Edward  IV.  in  1468  to  Alphonfo 
king  of  Arragon,  were  taken  from  the  Ryelands 
in  the  pariflt  of  Dimmock,  in  the  foreft  divifion, 
13  miles  weft  from  Tewkelbury,  and  aimoft  at  the 
extremity  of  the  county,  next  to  Herefordlhire : 
The  fleeces  from  ^vhich  county  may  be  reckoned 
the  fineft  in  England,  and  fo  far  exceed  thofe  of  the 
Cotefwold,  that  when  thefe  have  fold  for  8|d.  per 
pound,  the  beft  Herefordfhire  liave  brought  2s.  a 
Itill  ftronger  proof  of  what  is  here  advanced.  Were 
this  breed  then  more  encouraged,  might  we  not  in 
time  ftand  little  in  want  of  a fupply  of  Spanifli 
wool  for  our  fineft  manufaiftures.'' 
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The  Inns  at  Cheltenham  are,  the  Plough,  the 
George,  and  the  Fleece  j at  all  of  which  are  ordi- 
naries during  the  feafon. 

In  1785,  an  Hotel,  with  a long  room  for  an  or- 
dinary, was  opened  by  Mr.  Edwards,  oppofite  the 
great  houfe. 

There  are’  two  public  rooms  ope^ied  at  Chelten-  ^ 
ham  for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of  the 
company,  under  the  dire61:ion  of  Mr.  Moreau,  the 
firft  Mailer  of  the  Ceremonies  at  this  Spa,  in 
1780;  viz. 

Mr.  Rooke’s  (late  Mr.  Jones’s  Feet. 

Old  Rooms)  — w 60  by  30 

Mr.  Miller’s  oppofite  the  Play-houfe  68  by  26 

which  by  a vote  of  the  Company  in  1784,  wh^n 
they  were  firft  opened,  take  the  amufements  alter- 
nate as  follows : 

Monday  Minuet  Ball  - changing  weekly 
Tuefday  Rooms  for  Cards 

Wednefday  Rooms  Flay  night 

Thurfday  Cotillon  Ball  changing  weekly 

Friday  Rooms  for  Cards 

Saturday  Rooms  Play  flights 

which  was  changed  in  1791,  as  follows  : 

Monday.  Minuet  Ball  changing  W'eekly 

Tuefday  Cards  and  'I'heatre 

Wednefday  Cards 

Thurfday  Cards  and  Theatre 

Friday  Ball 

Saturday  Cards  and  Theatre. 
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A board  with  notice  of  which  is  hung  up  in  the 
Pump-Room. 

The  Subfcriptions  to  each  Room, 

For  the  Ballsy  each  perfon  £^^0  lo  6 

Non-Subfcriber’s  admiffion  — 026 

Entrance  on  Card  Nights^  Ladies  — 026 

Gentlemen  050 

Non-Subfcriber’s  admiflion  o 10 

By  another  vote  of  the  Company  in  1784,  the 
fubfcription  to  the  balls  for  a family,  extending  to 
fons  and  daughters  only,  is  one  guinea  for  three 
ad  millions. 

The  dancing  at  both  rooms  always  ends  at  eleven. 

The  Monday’s  ball  may  more  properly  be  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  appellation  of  the  minuet  than 
the  drefs  ball,  for  etiquette  of  drefs  is  not  required 
here ; no  public  place  being  fo  free  from  difagree- 
able  reftraints  as  this. 

The  Spa  Room  is  open  every  morning  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  water-drinkers;  and  for 
public  breakfafts  on  a Monday  from  the  firft  week 
in  June,  as  long  as  the  weather  is  favourable.  The 
company  here  ufed  to  be  very  numerous ; but  the 
room  of  late  having  been  little  attended,  there  have 
been  but  three  or  four  breakfafts  in  the  feafon.* 


* It  is  much  to  be  wilhed  that  the  Company  would  in 

feneral  confider  the  advantage  wliich  their  frequenting  the 
'ublic  Breakfafts  might  be  of  to  the  town:  many  of  the 
neighbouring  Gentry  would  not  only  attend  them,  but  allb 
ftay  to  the  Monday^s  Ball.. 

Tlie 
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The  fubfcription  to  this  room  is 

A general  one  to  enable  the  renter  to 
keep  the  walks  and  avenues  to  the 
well  in  proper  repair  — 

[This  book  ferves  as  a notice  of  the  company’s 
arrival  at  the  Spa,  as  they  are  requelled  to  infert 
their  names  in  it  as  early  as  poflible,  with  the 
number  of  the  houfe  where  tliey  lodge.] 

The  fubfcription  to  the  mufic*  every  morning 
-at  the  well  from  eight  till  ten,  and  once  a week 
(Wednefday)  in  good  weather  in  the  evening,  is 
from  five  fhillings  upwards ; and  it  is  hoped  the 
company  will  honour  this  fubfcription  as  well  as 
the  others,  with  their  countenance;  being,  with 
what  the  band  receive  from  the  proprietors  of  the 
rooms  for  playing  at  • the  balls,  the  whole  of  their 
emolument. 

,The  Circulating  Library,  befides  the  ufual  af- 
fortment  of  novels,  &c.  contains  as  feleil  a collec- 
tion of  valuable  books  as  may  be  found  in  many 
of  greater  extent,  and  much  more  jioted,  at  other 
water-drinking  places.  Mr.  Harward,  the  proprie- 
tor, has  lately  fitted  up  a new  and  commodious 


• This  entertainment  generally  gives  great  delight  to 
perfons  of  all  ages ; and  it  is  highly  probable,  that  fuch  an 
addition  to  the  natural  beauties  of  the  fpot  may  contribute 
to  the  operation  of  the  water  with  greater  fuccefs  ; for  the 
fpirits  being  put  into  motion,  and  moft  agreeably  touched 
by  the  harmony  of  the  inftruments,  the  fcnfible  fibres  bc-> 
come  more  pliant,  and  the  feveral  organs  better  adapted  to 
the  free  exercife  of  their  different  fundlions. 

fhop 
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fhop  here  at  a very  great  expence ; and,  ever  ready 
and  defirous  to  oblige  his  cuftomers,  takes  care  to 
furnifli  this  library  with  every  new  publication  wor- 
thy of  notice.  The  fubfcription  5s.  for  the  feafon.f 
He  alfo  lets  out  harpfichords,  piano-fortes,  and 
other  mufical  inftrisments,  and  provides  perfons  to 
tune  them. 

The  theatre  built  here  by  Mr.  Watfon,  is  neatly 
fitted  up,  and  much  frequented.  The  prices  of 
admiflion : — Boxes  3s.  pit  2s.  gallery  is.- 

At  Preflbury,  about  two  miles  from  Cheltenham, 
is  a pleafure  garden,  fummer-houfe,  and  grotto, 
much  frequented  by  breakfaft,  dinner,  or  tea- 
drinking parties,  originally  laid  out  by  Mr.  Darke. 

Thefe,  with  excurfions  to  Gloucefter,  Malvern, 
Oakley- wood,  Frogmill,  Birdlip,  Painfwick,  and 
Rodborough,  form  the  amufements  during  a courfe 
of  drinking  the  Cheltenham  water. 

A good  billiard-table  is  to  be  fet  up  this  feafon. 
( _ 

A good  general  Boarding-Table  feems  to  be 
much  defired  by  the  Company,  and  would  cer- 
tainly anfwer  to  any  perfon,  well  calculated,  who 
may  eftablilh  one. 


•f  As  a further  proof  of  the  increafe  of  company  at  this 
place,  the  fubfcription  to  the  librar)-,  which  in  1780  was  only 
52,  in  1785  was  upwards  of  200;  in  1786,  300;  in  1787, 
334;  in  1788,  394;  in  1789,  206;  and  m 1790,  254. 
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OF  THE  CHELTENHHAM  SPA, 


ITS  VIRTUES  AND  EFFECTS. 

HIS  valuable  fpring  is  at  the  diftance  of  one- 


third  of  a mile  fouth  from  the  church,  riling 
out  of  a mixed  loamy  and  fandy  foil,  the  fame  on 
which  the  town  (lands,  and  for  ten  miles  round'it ; 
though  the  whole  fcite  is  elevated  and  dry,  yet  it 
is  Angularly  fertile,  affording  plentifully  whatever 
is  necellary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  thofe  who  frequent  it. 

Such  a fituation  cannot  but  contribute  greatly 
towards  the  good  effects  of  the  water ; for  the  air 
we  breathe  is  not  always  the  object  of  our  choice; 
belides  that  it  may  be  corrupted  or  corrected  by 
numberlefs  caufes.  That  which  is  acknowledged 
to  be  the  bed  for  health  is  the  mod  ferene,  con- 
fequently  replete  with  vital  fpiriis.  Such  a foil 
then  as  the  above,  which  abforbs  humidity,  is  mod 
likely  to  be  bled  with  this  kind  of  air,  becaufe  pro- 
ductive of  but  few,  if  any  particles,  likely  to  infeCt 
the  atmofphere.  Perhaps  alfo  it  is  corrected  by  the 
effluvia  which  may  arife  from  the  mineral  fprings. 

Invalids  who  come  to  Cheltenham  foon  recover 
their  appetite.  This  fcnfible  effeCt  is  doubtlefs 
owing  to  the  goodnefs  and  falubrity  of  the  air ; 
nothing  being  fo  beneficial  to  fick  people  as  exer- 
cife  in  a dry,  ferene,  open  air ; efpecially  if  con- 
tinued till  a flight  perfpiration  enfues.  The  fame 
taken  in  the  houfe  has  not  an  equal  tendency  to 
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the  prefervation  of  health ; for  in  the  open  air  we 
continually  breathe  that  which  reiterated  infpira- 
tion  has  not  deprived  of  its  vital  principle,  a power- 
ful fupport  of  life  and  health.  How  dangerous  is 
it  then  for  thofe,  whether  invalids  or  not,  who, 
after  walking  till  fuch  a perfpiration  is  begun,  con- 
tinue when  the  evening  dews  commence  !*  by 
which  it  is  eafily  fupprefed,  and  the  confequence 
may  be  more  pernicious  than  thofe  who  expofe 
themfelves  to  thefe  damps  are  aware  of. 

This  water  owes  its  difcovery  to  a flow  fpring, 
being  obferved  to  ooze  from  a flrong  thick  bluifh 
clay  or  marie,  under  the  fandy  foil,  which  after 
fpreading  itfelf  a few  yards  upon  the  furface  dif- 
appeared,  leaving  much  of  its  falts  beliind.  To 
feed  on  which,  flocks  of  pigeons  daily  coming,  in- 
duced Mr.  Mafon,  the  then  proprietor  of  the 
ground,  to  take  more  particular  notice  of  it ; when 
it  was  further  remarked,  that  in  hard  frofty  wea- 
ther, when  other  fprings  were  fafl  bound,  this  alone 
continued  in  its  fluid  ftate.  Upon  trial  it  was 
found  to  be  cathartic.  Others  again  fay,  that  the 
virtues  of  this  water  were  firft  rtiewn  on  a horfe 
which  grazed  there,  and  by  drinking  at  this  place, 
and  rolling  himfelf  in  the  grafs  where  the  fpring 
oozed  out,  was  cured  of  a violent  Inimour  and 


♦ This,  I am  forry  to  obferve,  is  too  much  the  cuftom. — 
The  Italians  in  this  fet  us  a good  example ; as  in  hot  wea- 
ther they  always  retire  for  aboiit  an  hour  after  fun-fet,  to 
avoid  the  danger  of  the  dews  during  that  time,  which  on  a 
fpot  like  this,  where  there  muft  be  many  latent  Iprings, 
cannot  but  be  very  heaxy. 
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Other  diforders  he  laboured  under.  Even  now 
fome  gentlemen  give  it  their  horfes  that  have  any 
humours;  they  drink  it  very  willingly,  and  ufually 
receive  benefit  from  it. 

The  ground  was  originally  the  property  of  Mr. 
Higgs,  of  Charlton- Kings  ; but  not  knowing  of  a 
m^icinal  fpring  being  on  the  fpot,  he  fold  it  with 
the  adjoining  lands  in  1716  to  Mr.  Mafon,  who 
difcovered  the  fpring,  which  for  fome  time  after  its 
difcovery  was  open,  and  the  people  of  the  town 
I and  neighbourhood  drank  of  it.  In  the  year  1718 
; it  was  railed  in,  locked  up,  and  a little  fhed  thrown 
over  it;  and  in  confequence  of  fome  experiments 
made  on  the  water  by  Dr.  Baird  of  Worcefter,  and 
Dr.  Grevil  ofGloucefter,  its  virtues  became  more 
generally  known,  and  it  was  fold  as  a medicine  till 
the  year  1721,  when  leafed  to  Mr.  Spencer  at  61I. 
per  annum. 

After  the  deceafe  of  Mr.  Mafon  and  his  fon> 
Capt.  Henry  Skillicorne,  father  of  the  prefent  land- 
lord, becoming  proprietor  of  the  fpring  and  pre- 
: mifes,  in  right  of  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 

. Mafon,  in  the  fummer  of  1738,  not  only  built  the 
1 Old  Room  on  the  weft-fide  for  the  drinkers,  with 
other  neceflary  conveniences,  but  fecured  the  fpring 
"from  all  extraneous  matter;  erecled  a fquare  brick 
I building,  on  four  arches,  as  a dome  over  it,  with  a 
ipump  on  the  eaft  fide  rifing  in  form  of  an  obelifk. 

I'he  well,  in  the  centre  of  tliis  dome,  being  the 
ineateft  and  perhaps  the  beft  fecured  of  any  of  the 
Jkind,  is  about  five  or  fix  feet  below  the  filrface, 
jclofe  (hut  down  with  doors  to  exclude  the  freedom 
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of  the  air.  At  the  fame  time,  he  laid  out  the  paved  - ^ 
court  about  it,  formed  the  Upper  and  Lower  • 
Walks,  planted  the  trees,  and  was  continually  im-  , 
proving  the  natural  beauties  of  the  place,  to  render 
k worthy  the  very  numerous  refpecfable  compa- 
nies which  at  that  period  reforted  to  it ; and  which 
i'ncreafed  in  the  year  1 740,  on  the  publication  of  the 
experiments  made  on  it  by  Dr.  Short,  inferted  in  | 
his  Treatife oil  Waters;  where  calling  it  tl  Neutral  i 
Purging  Chalybeate  Water^  he  deferv^edly  gives  it  I 
the  preference  to  all  others  of  the  fame  kind  yet  j 
difeovered  in  England ; and  fays,  that  excepting  the  \ 
Stoke  Water,  it  carries  the  greateft  proportion  of  ’ 
fait  in  the  fame  volume.  M 

In  the  Philofophical  Tranfaclions,  No.  461,  p.  | 
830,  anno  1741,  is  an  examination  of  the  Chil-  a 
tenham  mineral  water  by  Conradus  Hieronymus  ,< 
Senckenberg,  but  which  feems  to  differ  very  much  1 
from  the  examinations  fince  made  of  this  water ; | 

and  the  learned  and  ingenious  friend  v>’ho  was  fo  j 
kind  to  furnilh  me  with  the  extraft,  at  the  fame  \ 
time  obferved,  that  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  ^ 
that  Senckenberg  could  not  find  there  was  any  ^ 
iron  in  this  water,  having  made  the  experiment  in  ,1 
London,  where  the  chalybeate  particles  mull:  have  | 
been  loft  by  carriage;  indeed  they  equally  are  fo  if 
the  water  be  drunk  at  the  leaft  diftance  from  the  i 
fpring;  for  wluch  reafon,  thofe  who  wifli  to  benefit  1 
by  the  chalybeate,  drink  it  in  many  fmall  glafies  at  1 
the  w’cU,  and  find  it  anfwer  the  purpofe,  as  in  larger  I 
glaffes  it  flies  oJff  before  the  whole  is  taken.  | 
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The  exiftence  of  Iron  in  this  water  is  fully 
proved  by  Dr,  Fothergill  in  his  ingenious  experi- 
mental Enquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Qualities  of 
the  Cheltenham  Water,  1785,*  where  from  the 
Experiment,  No.  I.  with  Tinfture  of  Galls,  he 
produced  a vivid  purple,  which  by  ftanding  grew 
darker,  inclining  to  a dulTcy  green,  with  variegated 
pellicles  on  the  furface.  Remarking,  that  if  a glafs 
of  the  water  be  expofed  to  the  open  air,  it  entirely 
lofes  this  tinging  property  in  half  an  hour,  and 
with  it  its  fmartnefs  on  the  palate. 

In  his  inference  on  this  experiment,  he  fays,  it 
appears  that  thfe  water  contains  iron,  lince  no  other 
metal  ftrikes  tlris  colour  with  galls, 

Mr.  Cromwell  Mortimer,  in  liis  remarks  on 
Senckepberg’s  examination,  fame  No.  Philofophi- 
cal  Tranfactions,  anno  1741,  obferves,  that  Lord 
Cadogan  had  communicated  a fliort  account  of 
this  water  to  the  Royal  Society,  April  17th,  1735, 
being  a letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Dundafs,  fur- 
geon  to  his  Lordfhip’s  regiment,  dated  Gloucefter, 
March  25,  1735,  giving  an  account  of  fome  expe- 
riments he  had  made  on  this  water,  which  moftly 
agree  with  thofe  made  by  Senckenberg,  owing,  no 
doubt,  to  their  being  made  at  a diftance  from 
the  well. 

But  Dr,  Fothergill,  who,  in  his  experiment 
with  fyrup  of  violets,  fays  it  produced  a green  co- 


• Nece.Tar^'to  be  read  by  all  who  frequent  this  Spa. 
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lour,  which  Senckenberg  denies,  further  adds,  Ex- 
periment 22,  that  a gentleman  who  had  long  fre- 
quented Cheltenham  Spa,  having  preferved  two 
bottles  of  the  water  22  years  as  a matter  of  curi- 
ofity,  requeued  him  to  examine  it. 

“ 'I'he  water  on  being  pouted  into  a glafs  was 
“ clear  and  perfedtly  free  from  any  bad  ^dour.  It 
“ turned  fyrtip  of  violets  green^  it  tafled  flat,  and  had 
“ entirely  loft  its  tinging  property  with  galls,  agree- 
“ ably  to  what  he  had  expedted;  as  it  equally  had 
“ in  two  bottles  he  had  freftr  drawn  from  the  fpring, 
“ well  corked  and  fealed,  which  he  examined  lix 
“ weeks  after  his  return  to  Bath.” 

Dr.  Short  alfo,  in  his  experiment,  §.  xiii.  4,  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  water  taken  from  the  furface  of  the 
well  or  deeper,  recently  drawn,  by  the  addition  of 
a few  drops  of  infufion  of  galls,  as  i2  to  2 oz. 
ftrikes  a pie  but  vivid  purple  inftantly ; but  being 
by  any  means  expofed  to  the  air,  or  even  fecured 
in  a bottle  by  the  clofeft  ordinary  corking  for  a 
fevj  hours^  gives  no  indication  of  its  being  chaly- 
beate.— A ftrong  argument  for  drinking  this  water 
at  the  well  only,  for  thofe  who  wiflr  to  reap  the  full 
benefit  deriveable  from  it. 

Since  which,  Dodfors  Linden,  Lucas,  Rufiell, 
Rutty,*  Hulme,  Smith,  Mr.  Barker,  and  others, 
have  examined  it. 


* Dr.  Rutty,  in  his  Treatife  on  Mineral  Waters,  chap.  2, 
p.  1.33,  fays,  “ An  acquaintance  of  mine,  aged  40,  from 
fitting  up  fate  at  night,  in  his  occupation  as  a feribe,  was 

troubled 
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By  their  leveral  experiments,  and  its  effecEts  on, 
many  perfons  of  various  conftitutions,  in  different 
dirtempers,  it  is  found  on  evaporation  to  contain, 
in  a gallon,  eight  drams  of  nitrous  fait,  with  two 
drams  of  an  alkaline  earth  j’^hat  it  confifts  of  a 
large  quantity  of  calcarious  nitre,  \7iatwe  Sal  Ca- 
tharticum  Amarwul  to  which  it  owes  its  purgative 
virtue ; a light  fulphur,  manifefted  by  its  fetid  de- 
; jedtions ; and  a volatile  fteel.  It  is  not  affedled  by 
alkaline  fpirits,  but  ferments  with  acids.  Some 
» othdr  materials  might  perhaps  be  found  in  its  com - 
> pofition,  if  more  minutely  examined  and  tortured  ; 
I but  the  principles  already  mentioned  are  fo  evident 
and  inconteftible,  as  to  account  for  all  its  opera- 
i tions  and  effects ; the  otliers  being  of  little  efficacy, 
a difeuffion  of  tlrem  would  be  mere  lofs  of  time. 
And  were  any  thing  ftill  neceffary  to  eftablifh  its 
reputation,  nothing  can  more  effedlually  anfwer 
this  purpofe,  than  the  almoft  incredible  cures  which 


troubled  at  firft  with  pimples,  and  afterwards,  for  above  a 
year,  with  feveral  ulcerations  in  his  legs,  from  whence  oozed 
out  a brinilh  liquor : He  drank  thefe  waters,  to  a quart  in  a 
day  for  fix  weeks,  which  purged  him  gently : and  the  laft 
fortnight  of  this  time  walhed  the  part  with  fome  of  the 
fame  water  boiled  up  to  a greater  degree  of  ftrength,  and 
was  perfe«Sl]y  cured.” 

A fimilar  cure  was  performed,  on  the  firft  difeovery  of 
this  fpring,  on  a man  who  had  nieers  in  his  legs,  who  after 
having  tried  many  things,  and  being  declared  incurable,  and 
turned  out  of  an  noipital,  palling  near  this  fpring,  fat  down 
by  it,  drank  lome  or  the  water  merely  to  quench  his  thirft, 
and  walhed  his  leg  with  it  to  cool  it,  but  finding  it  gave 
turn  eafe,  repeated  the  procefs,  and  was  perfedly  cured. 

F 3 have 
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have  been  effected  by  it , within  thefe  ■ few  years 
that  it  has  been  more  reforted  to  than  ever ; which 
muft  fix  the  ftandard  of  this  excellent  water,  and 
juftify  the  preference  given  it  by  Dr.  Short.  It 
having  been  proved,  that  when  dmnk  on  the  fpot, 
it  in  general^  as  a diluter,  correfb  all  forts  of  acrir- 
mony ; as  a diurtetic  and  cathartic,  carries  it  off ; 
attenuates  vifcid  hitmours,  dries,  deterges,  and 
cleanfes.  It  alfo  cools,  not  only  as  a diuretic  and 
cathartic,  but  as  an  alterative,  ufed  in  fmaU  dofes. 

Its  peculiar  excellency  is,  the  mildnefs,  certainty, 
and  expedition  of  its  operation  j being  a moft  com- 
modibus  purge  for  thofe  thofe  that  do  not  bear 
ftrong  cathartics,  confequently  in  hypochondriac 
aiid  fCorbutic  cafes;  neither  dofes  it  agitate  the 
blood,  or  feriYient  the  humours  fo  much  as  com- 
mon purges ; is  friendly  to  the  ftomach,  Ifefs  heat- 
ing, lefs  windy,  and  lefs  apt  to  leave  a worfe  confti- 
pation  behina  it;  Works  off  without  heat,  thirfi, 
or  drynefs  of  the  moutlv,  ficknefs,  gripings,  faint- 
nefs,  or  dejeClion  of  fpirits;  but  rather  increafes 
the  appetite,  and  ftrengthens  the  ftomach;  and 
from  its  aftringent  quality  it  is  to  be  concluded 
that  it  not  only  dilutes  and  carries  off  vifcous  hu- 
mours, but  by  ftrengthening  the  veflels,  and  re- 
ftoring  the  loft  tone  of  the  folid  parts,  it  enables 
them  to  refill:  a frelh  afflux  of  the  fanae. 

It  is  particularly  efficacious  in  all  bilious  com- 
plaints, obftru<?ti6ns  of  the  liyer  and  fpleen,  ob- 
ftruCled  perfpiration,  lofs  of  appetite,  bad  digertion, 
■and  all  diforders  of  the  primae  vise;  in  habitual 
coftivenefs,  and  obftinate  obftruiftions,  the  founda- 
tion 
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tion  of  many  chronic  difeafes,  as  colics,  iliac  paf- 
iion,  and  hernia;.5  for  j-wliich,  when  reduced  by 
boiling  one  third  or  one  half,  and  drunk,  warm,  it 
is  fuperior  to  all  othenremedies,.  and.  .will  opei'ate 
when  moft  other  medicines  fail.  And  thofe  who 
on  long  journeys,  and  in  lummer,  are  apt  to  be 
coftive,  will,  by  taking  two  or  three  drams  of  the 
fait  in  lukewarm  fpring  .water,  keep  themfelves  fo- 
luble  and  very  cool.  ' 

It  reftores  a relaxed  habit,  w'hether  from  long 
refidence  in  a hot  climate,^'  free  living,  ufe  of  mer- 
curials, or  any  other  caufe.  In  rheumatic,  Ichro- 
phulous,  er)'iipelous,  fcorbutic,  leprous  cafes,  but 
cfpecially  in  fpeDnatic,  and  hemorrhoidal ; in  dif- 
orders  of  the  urinary  palTages,  and  particularly  the 
kidneys,  whicli  it  cleanfes,  corroborates,  and  frees 
from  obflruclions ; and  in  thofe  tormenting  pains  of 
the  hips,  and  lumber  mufcles,  proceeding  from  a 
lodgment  of  hot  fcorbutic  falts,  it  is  fovereign,  and 
not  to  be  equalled.  It  gives  quiet  nights  in  ne- 
phritic and  gouty  complaints,  when  not  under 
the  fit. 

Mufgrave  obferves,  that  thefe  kind  of  waters  are 
particularly  adapted  to  gouty  and  melancholic 


• The  benefit  received  by  many  jufl  returned  fi-om  the 
Eaft-Indies  in  a dcbihtatjed  .flate,  and  their  recomipendation 
of  this  water  on  the  fpot  to  their  friends,  is  the  bell  proof  of 
this  affertion  ; and  ougrht  toirrdute'  them’to  reftirt  to  this 
Ipring  immcdiately-cn  their  arrival,  to  prevent  any  <iccu- 
mulatiori  of  their  difonlcrby  previous  Irce  living,  while  their 
ftoraachs  and  habits  are  weakened  and  relaxed. 
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fubjetJts,  becaufe  of  the  mildnefs  and  certainty  of 
their  operation ; having  this  peculiar  excellence, 
that  they  do  not,  as  the  draftic  purges,  agitate  the 
blood  and  bring  on  the  gout. 

This  water  kills  worms,  and  expels  the  nidus, 
the  humours  in  which  they  lodge,  and  alfo  cures 
vertigo,  convulfions,  pains  of  the  head,  puftules, 
and  itching,  which  proceed  from  vitiated  humours 
fettled  in  the  primae  viae  or  larger  fecretory  veflels; 
extending  its  virtues  to  the  habit  of  body,  it  de- 
purates the  mafs  of  blood  from  fcorbutic  impuri- 
ties, and  cures  pimples,  heats  in  the  face,  hands,  or 
feet,  (indications  of  heat  in  the  vifeera)  efpecially 
if  repeated  more  feafons  than  one,  as  generally 
is  the  cafe. 

In  complaints  incident  to  the  fair  fex  at  an 
early  period,  owing  to  a too  languid  circulation  or 
other  weaknefs,  (often  the  commencement  of  moft 
fatal  diforders)  this  water  flioulcf  be  immediately 
reforted  to,  and  its  efficacy  will  juflify  the  alTer- 
tion ; as  alfo  to  prevent  heats,  flatulence,  inappe- 
tence, pains  of  the  back,  tumours  of  the  feet,  v^c. 
proceeding  from  a redundance  of  blood  at  a later 
ftage  of  life;  for  which  latter  reafon  it  is  equally 
iil'eful  to  ftudious  fedentary  men  between  forty 
and  fifty,  falling  into  the  like  diforders;  but  in 
thefe  cafes  it  fhould  be  drunk  long  and  more  libe- 
rally, to  take  off  the  redundant  humidity,  and  re- 
flore  the  loll:  tone  of  the  parts. 

In  a diabetes,  this  water  or  its  falts,  moving  very 
' eafily  and  cooling  much,  is  of  all  others  the  mol.1 

fafe 
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fate  and  onij'  purge  when  gentle  evacuation  is  ne- 
celTary ; and  cures  have  been  done  in  fuch  cafes. 

Some  recommend  it  as  mod:  falutary  in  all  in- 
flammatory cafes  in  whatever  part ; but  they  who 
have  fuch  complaints  ouglit  to  act  with  great  cau- 
tion^ and  not  without  previous  advice  j as  circum- 
Itances  may  every  day  occur  to  render  it  abfolutely 
ueceflar}’. 

Great  cures  have  alfo  been  done  by  this  water 
in  violent  inflammations,  and  other  diforders  of  the 
eyes,  which  muft  only  be  wafhed  (by  dabbing)  at 
the  fpring,  but  not  rubbed,  or  by  putting  fome  of 
the  water  in  an  eye-cup,*  and  applying  it,  ufing 
the  water  intenrally  at  the  fame  time. 

Thofe  of  ftrong  nerves  and  firm  conftitution 
bear  it  with  high  fpirits,  great  pleafure,  and  profit ; 
but  it  does  not  (fays  an  author)  at  all  fuit  with 
thofe  of  weak  nerves,  paralytic,  hypochondriac,  or 
hyfteric  diforders,  or  thofe  who  are  fubjeit  to  any 
kind  of  fits,  cramps,  or  convulfions.  In  which  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  differ  from  him,  and  to  aflert 
from  my  own  knowledge,  that  nervous  and  hyfte- 
rical  people  may  drink  it  v/ith  fafety,  and  even  re- 
ceive great  benefit,  if  they  go  on  flowly,  and  take 
only  a fufficient  quantity  to  ail  as  an  alterative,  not 
as  a purgatives  the  cafe  with  a lady  who  for  many 


* Great  care  plight  to  be  taken  by  all  who  ufe  eye-waters, 
not  to  dip  the  fame  rag  orfpunge  again  in  the  eye-water; 
they  Ihould  have  feveral  fmall  pieces  of  rag,  and  not  apply 
the  fame  twice  till  it  has  been  waflicd,  as  otherwife  they 
(as  it  were)  inoculate  the  diforder. 


years 
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years  had  been  very  nervous  and  hyfterical,  yet  re- 
ceived great  benefit  from  drinking  it  in  tliis  manner. 


The  additional  opinion  of  a very  learned  and 
eminent  phyfician  will  prove,  that  not  only  this, 
but  all  other  mineral  waters  of  tlie  fame  kind,  may 
be  taken  with  fuccefs  by  people  afflicted  with  ner- 
vous difordersj  to  whom  he  advifes  the  ufe  of 
them  as  follows  ; 

“ They  who  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  mi- 
“ neral  waters,  fliould  be  careful  to  ufe  them  with 
“ that  wifdora  and  difcretion  fuitable  to  their  ftate 
“ of  health ; in  wluch  cafe,  experience  and  daily 
“ obfervation  clearly  demonftrate,  that  they  cer- 
“ tainly  cure  all  nervous  diforders  not  depend - 
“ ing  on  others,  Vv'ith  which  they  are  very  often 
complicated  ; provided  they  who  take  them  are 
“ not  gudty  of  any  irregularities  to  impede  their 
‘‘  operation.  In  nervous  diforders  particularly,  di- 
“ gefflon  has  the  greateft  influence,  either  to  correct 
“ their  acrimony,  or  to  flop  their  ravages. 

“ Now,  as  the  effefts  produced  by  mineral  wa- 
“ ters  (which  acft  by  the  faline  feruginous  particles, 
“ and  other  fubftances  with  which  they  are  im- 
“ pregnated)  are,  to  reftore  the  nerves  to  their  na- 
“ tural  degree  of  tenfion,  to  animate  and  ftrengthert 
‘‘  the  ftomach  and  inteflines,  to  divide  and  difiblve 
“ glary  vifcous  humours,  and  to  give  the  blood  its 
“ neceflary  cohefion ; to  calm  fpafms,  anxieties, 
“ pains,  and  to  facilitate  digeflion ; what  is  not  in 
“ fuch  diforders  to  be  expe&ed  from  the  ufe  of  thefe 
“ waters  ? F or  though  fuch  patients,  from  the  too 

“ great 


L 59  ] 

gi’eat  fenfibility  of  the  nerves,  cannot  always  bear 
“ the  moft  lenient  purgatives,  which,  at  the  fame 
“ time  that  they  carry  off  a part  of  the  material 
“ caufe,  attack  the  nervous  fyftem,  and  increafe  its 
“ fpafms,  yet  fuch  is  the  quality  of  the  Cheltenham 
“ water,  that  purging  with  it  is  rarely,  if  ever,  at- 
“ tended  with  any  degree  of  dejection ; for  while 
“ the  falts,  diffolved  in  the  W'ater,  purge ; the  mi- 
“ neral  fpirit,  charged  with  iron,  warms  and  invi- 
“ gorates  the  whole  frame ; a quality  equally  com- 
“ mon  to  the  Scarborough  and  all  other  waters  of 
“ the  neutral  purging  chalybeate  clafs.  And  Ihould 
“ the  hidden  cold  impreffion  caufe  a fpafmo'dic  con- 
“ ftriclion  of  the  ftomach,  confequently  retching, 
“ fwelling,  w'ind,  and  vertigo,  (occafioned  by  the 
“ blood  being  carried  with  ,too  much  violence  to 
“ the  head)  the  hck  may  prevent  thefe  accidents, 
“ by  drinking  it  at  fiiit  in  fmall  quantities,  and 
“ llowly,  with  a few  drops  of  tin6lure  of  carda- 
“ moms;  or  by  having  the  chill  taken  off,  keeping 
“ themfelves  warm,  and  Walking  moderately  after, 
“ leaving  a fufficient  interval  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
“ five  minutes,  or  even  half  an  hour  between 
“ each  glafs ; after  which,  thofe  who  do  not  take 
“ any  drops  in  the  water,  nlay,  by  taking  fome 
“ comfits  of  annifeed,  carraway-feed,  the  leffer  car- 
“ damom,  pepper-mint,  Sic.*  or  a little  orange- 


* A particular  fort  of  pepper-mint  comfits,  much  'u'ied 
here,  containing  a fmaller  quantity  of  fogav,  and  more , of 
the  eficnce,  are  to  be  had  at  Mr.  Hinde^;  and  are  found 
ver}'  efficacious  to  prevent  the  water  chilling  the  llomach 
and  afiedlii’g  the  head. 
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peel,  equally  prevent  the  above  effeiSts,  and  occa- 
“ fion  it  the  more  ealily  to  pafs  off.” 

Here  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  confider  whence 
iron  derives  its  two  oppofite  powers  of  removing 
obftruefions,  and  bracing  at  the  fame  time;  for 
tliough  generally  confidered  of  an  alkaline  nature, 
from  its  effervefvence  with  acid  fpirits,  it  is  not 
however  free  from  acidity,  there  being  no  body 
whatever  purely  acid  or  purely  alkaline,  as  from 
the  aftion  of  thefe  mo  falts  intermixed,  motion  and 
life  proceed.  7'hus  fome  mixed  bodies  are  called 
acids,  and  others  alkalies,  only  according  as  the 
one  or  the  other  of  thefe  predominates ; and  from 
a proportionate  mixture  of  the  two  in  iron,  arife 
the  above  powers. 

The  life  and  health  of  man  depend  on  fuch  a 
mixture;  and  diforders  fpring  from  either  being 
withdrawn,  and  death  in  confcquence  enfues.  If 
the  volatile  alkali  furmounts,  it  caufes  a diffolu- 
tion  of  the  blood,  and  drives  it  out  of  its  veffels ; 
whence  haemorrhages,  female  fluxes,  Szc.  If  the 
acid  prevails,  the  blood  and  other  vital  juices  be- 
come thick  and  condenfed;  whence  fuppreffions, 
and  the  different  obdruitions  of  the  vifeera,  derive 
their  origin.  Thus  martial  preparations  (or  cha- 
lybeates)  and  waters  impregnated  with  ffeels,  cure 
diforders  fo  oppofite  in  their  nature,  on  account 
of  the  juft  mixture  of  acid  and  alkaline  falts 
wliich  they  contain;  thereby  reftoring  the  fer- 
mentations of  the  human  fyftem  to  their  proper 
harmony. 


It 
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It  is  certainly  advifeable  for  thofe  who  with  to 
reap  the  full  benefit  of  a courfe  of  this,  as  well  as 
all  other  mineral  waters,  to  confult  occafionally 
fome  of  the  faculty  refiding  on  the  fpot,  who  are 
fully  acquainted  with  their  nature  and  properties. 
Few  places  of  public  refort,  for  this  purpofe,  are 
more  happily  furnifhed  with  fuch  an  aid  than 
Cheltenham ; having  three  very  able  apothecaries, 
Mr.  Hinde,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Hooper;  be- 
fides  the  additional  advice,  which  may  in  cafes  of 
neceflity  be  had  of  Dr.  Smith,  profelTor  of  geome- 
tr)-  in  the  Univerlity  of  Oxford,  whofe  great  abili- 
ties as  a phylician  are  well  known,  and  who  makes 
this  Iris  fummer  refidence. 

Doctor  Lucas,  in  his  Treatife  on  Waters,  fays,' 
“ Scarborough  medicated  waters  appear,  by  the 
“ teflimonies  of  thofe  who  have  made  experiments 
“ at  the  fprings,  to  be  impregnated  upon  the  fame 
“ principle  with  the  Cheltenham;”  yet  this  laft 
has  been  of  fer\  ice  to  thofe  who  had.  drunk  the 
former,  as  alfo  the  Harrowgate  water,  with  little 
or  no  effe£f. 

The  above  writer  alfo  obfen'es,  that  he  had  feen 
old  men  drink  Cheltenham  water  by  the  quart, 
without  number,  or  experiencing  any  ill  effedt 
iffom  fo  ftrange  a practice,  which  they  had  accuf- 
:itomed  themfelves  to  on  certain  days  and  holidays, 
Ifor  upwards  of  thirty  years,  without  having  any 
idifcrder ; but  becaufe  they  thought  it  wholefome 
Jto  cleanfe  their  bodies,  therefore  obferved  no  rule, 
.Ibut  to  drink  it  till  the  water  paiTed  clean  through 
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them.  This  is  done  by  the  peafantry  about  die 
German  Spa,  who  on  particular  days  drink  large 
(juantities  of  that  water,  from  the  fame  motive, 
and  with  equal  fuccefs. 

The-Gheltenhara  water  is  fo  particularly  adapted 
to  relieve,  the  diforders  incident  to  the  Englifh  con- 
ftitution,  that  however  ftrange  the  advice  may 
appear,  perfons  apparently  in  full  health  might,  by 
drinking  this  water  for  about  a fortnight,  either  in 
the  fpring  or  fall,  prevent  many  of  thofe  apoplectic 
attacks  too  common  among  us;  and  frequently 
ariling  from  plenitude,  occaiioned  by  the  natural 
difguft  people  generally  have  to  an  occafional  courie 
, of  phyfic.  ' 

This  water  would  doubtlefs  be  of  great  fer\'ice 
to  flop  the  progrefs  of  an  incipient  decline  and 
even  in  a more  advanced  ftate  of  it,  if  applied  to 

in 


* Dr.  Short  obferves,  that  thefe  waters,  ufecl  as  a cooling 
alterative  in  frnall  dofes,  greatly  relieve  conlumptions  from 
a (low  wafting,  peripneumonic  and  hecftic  fever ; and  Baccius 
fays,  they  frequently  cure  chronic  fevers  and  beginning 
hedlics- 

Thefe  too  often  originate,  I fear,  from  that  fcorbatic  ha- 
bit fo  inherent  to  an  Englifli  conftitution ; which  by  not 
being  fufticiently  clothed  in  this  climate,  the  ufe  of  impro- 
per food,  drinkmg  cold  liquors  when  the  blood  is  inflamed 
by  dancing  or  any  other  violent  cxercife,  (the  whole  ariftng 
from  the  too  general  opinion  among  young  people, 
nothing  can  hurt  them  J is  fi-equently  throwm  on  tile  nobler 
parts,  and  might  be  prevented  by  a little  attention  to  that 
lerionS'  maxim — -principits  objla,  withftand  beginnings; 
bighly  worthy  notice  in  a raord  as  well  as  phyfical  fenfe. 

What 
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in  due  time,  might  frequently  prevent  what  the 
unhappy  patient,  efpecially  among  thofe  of  the  fair 
fex,  is  afterwards  obliged  to  flee  to  the  Briftol 
Hotwell  for,  and  that  at  fo  late  a period  as  too 
often  prevents  that  valuable  water  having  its  de- 
iired  effect.  While  this,  by  purging  the  habit 
helps  digeflion,  quickens  the  circulation,  and  pro- 
motes wTiat  is  lb  much  wanted  in  this  diforder,  ( as 
w'ell  as  in  all  fcorbutic  habks)  regular  perfpiration: 
whence  the  blood  is  freed  from  its  ifnpurities,  by 
being  enabled  to  throw  them  out ; which  would  be 
ftill  more  effectually  accomplifhed  in  this  as  in  molt 
other  cafes,  if  the,  warm  bath  were  made  ufe  of 
during  the  drinking  of  it,  or  indeed  once  or  twice 
previous  to  beginning : on  the  necelTity  of  ufing 
which,  during  a courfe  of  mineral  water  drinking, 
fee  page  72.  Some  perfons  forbear  drinking  the 
water  if  they  have  a flight  cold,  but  in  'this  they 
err  i for  what  can  be  more  beneficial  in  fuch  a dil- 
order,  than  by  a moderate  ufe  ef  it  to  keep  the 


What  is  alfo  very  prqudicial  to  young  people,  and, lays 
the  ground  for  many  diforders  ih  a more  advanced  age,  if  it 
does  not  prove  fatal  before,  is  the  common  idea  of  parents, 
tiiat  children  ftiould  be  brought  up  hardy,  without conlid^i- 
Ing  whether  they  themfelves  are  naturally  of  a healthy  ro- 
buft  conllitutirtn;  otherwife  endeavouring  to  ul'e  children  of 
a delicate  frame  to  bear  cold,  &c.  is  as  unnatural  as  itw'ould 
be  in  a farmer  to  put  a colt  of  the  high-bred  racing  kind 
into  his  team,  merely  becaufe  he  is  a norfe.  Such  an  er- 
roneous mode  .of  proceeding  may  be  produdiive  of  gc<^t 
mifehief,  and  is  fomew’hat  fimilar  to  the  mau-trlio  w’a^ de- 
firous  to  accuflom  his  horfe  to  live  without  eating,— at  the 
moment  he  imagined  the  point  was  accomplilhed,  the  poor 
animal  died. 

G 2 body 


[ 64  ] 

body  gently  open,  and  promote  perfpiration  and 
expedloration  ? Indeed,  the  major  part  do  not  let 
this  impede  their  courfe. 

It  is  not  poflible  to  lay  down  a rule  for  what 
quantity  ought  to  be  taken  by  people  of  different 
conftitutions,  or  a length  of  time  for  a courfe  of 
thefe  waters  ; Some  can  only  bear  two  or  three 
glaffes  in  a morning,  while  others  drink  three  or 
four,  and  even  fo  far  as  feven  or  eight  half  pints 
before  breakfaft. 

As  to  the  time  of  drinking  them,  fome  flay  only 
2.  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  but  the  ufual  flay  is 
from  a month  to  five  or  fix  weeks  j though  fome 
have  taken  them  for  ten  weeks,  and  even  longer; 
for  after  having  defpaired  of  fuccefs  at  firft,  they 
have  by  perfeverance  wrought  the  defired  cure. 
All  which  proves  ftill  more  how  neceffary  it  is  to 
confult  occafionally  with  fome  of  the  faculty  on 
the  fpot.  In  the  mean  time  the  following  general 
heads  may  be  obferved  in  addition  to  what  has 
been  faid : T o begin  moderately,  by  taking  a half 
pint  glafs  going  to  bed,*  it  having  the  peculiar 

quality 


* Though  it  is  proved  that  the  well  produces  in  the  24 
hours  a fufiicient  I’upply  for  an  ordinary  draught  of  more 
company  than  ufually  frequents  it  at  one  time;  yet  com- 
plaints being  fometimes  made  in  a very  dry  feafon,  of  a fcar- 
city,arifing  in  great  meafure  from  the  water  being  wafted  by 
the  inattention  of  fervants  fetching  a larger  quantity  at  night 
than  is  wanted,  it  is  to  be  wiflied  that  in  families  where  more 
IS  not  requifite,  a pint  bottle  were  fent,  or  that  quantity  only 
taken,  whereby  much  water  would  be  faved,  and  the  well 

better 
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quality  of  lying  all  night  in  the  body  without  dis- 
turbing it,  or  impeding  reft;  but  goes  off  the  next 
morning  with  great  facility,  efpecially  if  the  firft 
glafs  drunk,  at  the  well  has  the  chill  taken  off  for 
a few  days,  till  the  ftomach  becomes  accuftomed 
to  it;  if  a fmall  quantity  on  the  nrft  morning 
ftiould  not  have  the  defired  efieft,  as  may  fome- 
times  be  the  cafe  before  the  foulnefs  of  the  paf- 
fages  is  removed,  the  next  morning  half  an  ounce 
of  the  fait  extrafted  from  the  water  may  be  taken, 
diflblved  in  a fmall  glafs  of  it,  drinking  one  or  two 
fmall  glafles  with  the  chill  off  at  proper  diftances 
after  it ; thus  the  body  will  be  fo  prepared,  that  the 
quantity  may  be  gradually  increased,  till  its  opera- 
tion as  a cathartic  is  found  to  have  the  defired  effeft. 

A good  method  would  be,  when  obftruftions 
are  removed,  to  drink  the  water  three  or  four  days 
as  a purgative,  then  a day  or  two  in  a fmaller 
quantity,  then  return  to  the  purgative ; fometimes 
omitting  drinking  any.  Which  will  be  likely  to 
do  more  good  than  the  prefent  mode  of  drinking 
it  in  large  quantities  every  day  for  a month  or 
fix  weeks,  which  has  been  known  to  do  harm. 
Whereas,  by  giving  the  ftomach  fome  relaxation, 
people  would  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the  benefit 
they  receive. 


j better  replenilhed  for  the  morning  confumption.  To  in- 
creafe  the  quantity  for  which,  a metliod  has  been  adopted 
for  fome  years  paft,  with  the  confent  of  the  company,  of 
fliutting  up  the  well  after  eleven  o’clock  on  Sunday,  and 
has  been  found  (efpecially  in  very  hot  weather)  elfedlually 
to  anfwcr  the  intended  purpofe. 
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Dr.  FothergWl^  to  whom  I acknowledge  ihyfelf  \ 
obliged  for  his  permiflion  to  infert  what  extracts  I j 
choofe from  his  Treatife,  fays,  “It  may  not  how-  ; 
“'  ever  be  improper  to  obferve  in  general,  that  the  ] 
“•  NEUTRAL  SALT  is  the  bafis  wherein  the  purga-  j 
“ tive  and  diuretic  qualities  of  this  water  prin- 
“ cipally  refide.  The  virtues  of  this  agree  with 
“ thofe  of  the  artificial  Glauber’s  fait,  but  its  fu-  i 
“ perior  folubility  renders  it  a more  active  purga-  ' 
“'tive,  and  this  quality  is  greatly  heightened  by  j 
“'copious  dilution.  Hence  a quarter  of  an  ounce  J 
“ of  the  fait  contained  in  a quart  of  the  w'ater,  j 
“ operates  more  brifkly  than  double  the  quantity  j 
“ when  diflblved  only  in  two  ounces  of  water. 

“ Hence  too  v^e  fee  the  impropriety  of  the  com- 
“ mon  purging  draught,  which  direfts  an  ounce 
“ of  Glauber  fait  to  be  dififolved  in  two  ounces  of 
“ water,*' — a quantity  too  fmall  to  retain  it  in  a 
“ ftate  of  folution,  or  to  promote  its  due  opera- 
“ tion.  The  Cheltenham  fait  being  prepared  in 
“ confiderable  quantity  from  the  water  at  the  Spa 

in  a portable  form,  its  cryftals  may  be  prefcrved 
“ in  bottles,  unimpaired  by  time,  and  may  be  ufe- 
“ fully  employed  at  a diftance  from  the  fpring  as  a 
“ fafe  and  and  gentle  purgative.  It  may  alfo  afford 
“ an  ufeful  fubftitute  for  the  water  itfelf  in  inflam- 
“ matory  or  he£tic  diforders,  where  the  chalybeate 
“ principle  might  be  deemed  improper.  By  ad- 


* The  late  Dr.  Wall  of  Worceller  advifed  the  taking 
any  purgative  falts  in  a large  quantity  of  water,  as  moft 
likely  to  be  beneficial  in  their  operation,  by  not  palling  off 
too  foon. 


“ jufting 
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“ jufting  the  dofe,  it  may  be  determined'  to  operate 
“ as  a brifk  purgative,  or  mild  laxative  and  diu- 
“ retie,  and  may  therefore  be  added  occafionally  to 
“ quicken  the  operation  of  the  water,  when  it 
“ pafles  off  too  flowly;  or  may  be  diflblved  in  a 
“ fmall  quantity,  where,  large  draughts  of  cold 
“ water  are  deemed  improper,  as  in  hydropic  and 
“ leucoplilegmatic  habits. 

“ The  Sea-Salt,  though  very  minute  in  quan- 
“ tity,  may,  when  largely  diluted,  contribute  its 
“ {hare  to  the  purgative  and  diuretic  effefts  of  the 
“ other  faline  ingi'edients.  And  as  this  fait  has  the 
“ fingular  property  of  palTmg,  unaltered  in  its  na- 
“ ture,  through  the  feveral  ftages  of  circulation  ; 
“ and  after  all,  of  being  recoverable  from  the  blood 
“ and  urine  of  animal  bodies ; its  deobftruent  ef- 
“ feefs  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  frame  may  be 
“ more  confiderable  than  has  been  generally  ima- 
“ gined.  Does  not  the  known  efficacy  of  fea- 
“ water  in  this  refpedl,  even  when  drunk  in  fmall 
“ quantities  as  an  alterative,  tend  to  corroborate 
“ this  opinion? 

“ The  IRON  combined  with  the  aerial  acid, 
“ conlfitutes  an  adlive  faline  chalybeate,  which 
“ contributes  to  warm  and  invigorate  the  fyftem, 
“ and  to  promote  appetite  and  digefhon. 

“ The  UNNEUTRALIZED  Magnesia,  as  a lax- 

ative  and  abforbent,  tends  to  corredl  acidities, 
“ and  vitiated  bile  in  the  firft  pafTages,  and  to  pro- 
“ mote  their  expulfion. 


“ Whether 
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“Whether  the  calcarious  or  selenitic 
“ MATTER  impart  any  ufeful  medicinal  quality  to 
“ this  or  any  other  water,  feems  at  leaft  very 
“ problematical.  Inert  fubllances  of  this  nature 
“ pafs  with  difficulty  through  the  finer  feries  of 
“ veflels,  and  can  fcarcely  be  fubdued  by  the  ani- 
“ mal  fluids.” 

They  who  intend  to  remain  at  the  fpring  about 
five  or  fix  weeks,  generally  fufpend  drinking  the 
water  for  a few  days  after  the  fiiil  fortnight,  during 
which  many  make  an  excurfionto  Malvern,  Wor- 
cefter,  Rofs,  Chepftow,  &c.  And  it  cannot  but 
be  proper  for  eveiy  one,  that  as  they  begin  flowly, 
fo  before  their  leaving  the  place  they  fhould  gra- 
dually diminifli  the  quantity,  not  to  mifs  the  ufe 
of  it  on  going  away.  They  would  alfo  do  well  to 
take  forne  pint  bottles  of  the  water  with  them,  to 
leave  it  oft'  by  degrees. 

The  proper  feafon  for  going  through  a courfe 
of  this  water  is  the  latter  end  of  the  fpring,  all  the 
fummer,  and  the  beginning  of  the  autumn,  as  the 
fun,  then  remaining  longer  on  our  horizon,  gives  a 
warmth  and  temperature  to  the  air,  which  in  thefe 
months  being  generally  ferene,  dry,  and  light,  re- 
creates the  fpirits,  and  difpofes  our  minds  xo  that 
ftate  of  tranquillity  fo*  conducive  to  give  the  water 
a fair  chance  of  fuccefs  in  its  operation ; befides 
which,  the  drinkers  being  hereby  excited  to  walk- 
ing and  other  exercife,  a moderate  warmth  enfues, 
whence  perfpiration  is  promoted,  and  we  are  not 
fo  eafily  affeded  by  the  cold  impulfe  of  the  w'ater, 

but 
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but  rather  drink  it  with  fatisfaclion  and  fome  de- 
gree of  defire.* 

The  water  may,  however,  be  taken  occafionaily 
in  the  winter  at  a diftance  from  the  fpring,  pro- 
vided it  be  warmed,  and  care  taken  not  to  expofe 
one’s  felf  to  the  cold  air  during  its  operation ; 
which  will  be  ftill  ftronger  and  more  immediate, 
if  the  bottled  water  be  boiled  gently  till  one-third 
of  the  quantity  is  evaporated. 

Dr.  Lucas  fpeaks  thus  of  warm  bathing ; “ But 
“ the  moft  material,  the  mofl:  effectual,  and  uni- 
“ verfal  preparation,  for  a courfe  of  any  fpirituous 
“ and  feruginous  waters,  is  warm  bathing.  The 
“ emptying  and  cleanling  the  firll  paflages  are  not 
“ fufficient.  If  there  be  a rigidity  of  the  fibres,  an 
“ induration  of  the  glands,  a foulnefs,  conftriilion, 
“ or  obftruftion  of  the  pores  of  the  fldn,  all  fliould 
be  mollified  and  relaxed ; every  pafiage  as  far 
“ opened,  every  tumor  and  obftrudlion  as  far  foft- 
“ ened,  and  every  pore  as  clean,  open  and  free,  as 
“ they  may  be  rendered  by  the  repeated  applica  - 
“ tion  of  a warm  univerfal  bath,  with  friilion  ; and 
“ fometimes,  in  fome  cafes,  fweating.  And  in  a 


• The  Germans  fay,  that  you  fliould  not  drink  mineral 
waters  M*»the  months  with  an  R in  them,  thereby  infinua- 
ting,  that  May,  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  are  to  be  preferred; 
but  September  and  Odlober  (if  the  weather  be  diy,  warm, 
and  ferene,  as  is  often  the  cafe,  when  the  fummer,  or  even 
the  fpring,  has  been  wet)  are  equally  proper  for  drinking- 
them  ; and  families  frequently  flay  at  Cheltenham  till  the 
beginning  of  November,  without  finding  any  111  effedls  from 
the  ufe  of  the  water  at  that  period. 


great 
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“ great  variety  of  obftruftions,  hepatic,  fplenetiCy 
“ mefenteric,  and  uterine,  the  feruginous  waters 
“ are  not  only  greatly  feconded  and  allifted  in  their 
‘‘  operation,  by  interpofmg  warm  bathing  during 
“ the  courfe,  but  in  many  cafes,  where  they  rather 
“ aggravate  than  afluage  the  fymptoms,  w'arm  bath- 
“ ing  will  not  only  render  them  tolerable,  but  more 
“ fafe  and  efFedfual.” 

My  other  author  fays,  “ Warm  baths,  whicii 
begin  by  cleaning  the  body,  open  the  pores,  re- 
“ move  fmall  obftruifions  which  choak  the  excre- 
“ tory  veflels,  foften  the  fibres  of  the  fkin,  calrri^ 
“ refrefh,  and  fupple  it,  increafe  and  facilitate  per- 
“ fpiration,  and  are  very  falutary  in  all  obflinate 
“ head-aches,  vertigos,  and  rheumatifms,  proceed- 
“ ing  from  a ftoppage  of  perfpiration  or  a cold 
“ caufe  i and  preferve  the  body  from  feveral  difor- 
“ ders,  efpecially  thofe  which  attack  the  fkin  5 but 
“ care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  ufe  them  too  fre- 
“ quently,  or  continue  them  too  long.” 

Speaking  of  cold  baths,  he  faysj  “ The  ufe  of 
“ cold  baths  is  not  exempt  from  danger,  and  pru- 
“ dence  requires  us  to  ufe  them  with  difcretion : 
“ In  general  they  are  improper  for  fuch  perfons  as 
“ are  attacked  with  obftrudiions,  weaknefs  of  the 
breaft,  or  have  any  parts  in  fuppuration,  he.  and 
thofe  of  a timid  difpolition;  the  fhock  being  too 
“ great,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  it  entirely  coun- 
“ teradring  the  good  effefts  which  might  be  ex- 
‘‘  peefted  from  it,  and  may  be  productive  of  gKcat 
“ mifehief ; wdrich  ought  alfo  to  be  attended  to  kt 
“ fea- bathing..” 


Bathing 
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Bathing  in  warm  fea- water  has  of  late  been 
much  recommended,  and  found  efficacious  in  ob- 
ffinate  rheumatic  cafes,  when  every  other  bath  has 
had  no  effect. 

Dr.  Speed,  in  his  Commentaiy  on  Sea  Water, 
lays,  “ Bathing  in  it  has  been  much  and  juftly  re- 
, commended  by  phyficians  in  paralytic  cafes and 
adds,  “ but  as  many  are  unable  to  bear  the  fe- 

■ “ tiguc  of  a journey  to  the  fea,  or  the  expence  of 

■ “ it,  the  following  fuccedaneum  is  faid  to  be  of 
“ great  ferv ice,  viz.  Fill  a large  mafhing  or  bath- 
“ ing  tub  with  water,  putting  to  every  gallon  half 

a pound  (avoirdupoife)  of  fait,  and  bathe  the 
“ patient  with  it.  By  the  ufe  of  which  every 
“ morning  for  a fortnight,  a perfon  78  years  old, 
‘‘  grievoufly  afflicted  with  the  palfy,  his  mouth  dif- 
“ torted,  his  fpeech  affected,  one  fide  almofl  ufelefs, 

and  fo  emaciated  that  little  hope  remained  of 
“ him,  was  furprifingly  reflored.  He  was-  carried 
“ from  the  tub  to  bed,  wrapped  in  a blanket,  and 
“ rubbed  till  dr}"^,  and  had  a litde  warm  wine  and 
“ toalt  given  him.” 

■ If  the  water  were  warmed  to  the  proper  tempe- 
rature, not  exceeding  96  Farenheit’s  thermometer, 
it  would  certainly  be  better.  What  then  might 
not  be  expected  from  warm  baths  of  the  Chelten- 
ham or  fimilar  faline  mineral  watery  during  a courfe 
of  drinking  this  water  ? 

The  moft  eminent  of  the  faculty  in  Germany 
affert,  that  chalybeate  waters  made  warm  into  baths 
according  to  art,  are  of  much  greater  fervice  to  the 
human  body  than  natural  hot  baths  are,  becaufe  if 

is 
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is  fuppofed,  that  thefe  waters  by  their  conftant  heat 
lofe  their  excellent  mineral  fpirits ; but  both  natu- 
ral and  artificial  fliould  be  ufed  with  great  caution, 
and  not  without  previous  advice. 

A partial  bath  may  draw  too  great  an  afflux  of 
the  rheumatic  matter  to  the  part,  and  increafe  the 
pain  and  fwelling;  but  an  univerfal  warm  bath, 
with  proper  friition  with  a flefli-brufh  or  hair- 
cloth, and  pumping  on  the  part  affected  while  in 
it,  tends  to  throw  off  the  humour  by  general  per-^ 
■fpiration;  but  care  muff  be  taken  not  to  run  the 
rilk  of  catching  cold  after  fuch  a bath. 

A ftill  ftronger  proof  of  the  neceflity  of  warm 
bathing  is,  that  notwithftanding  the  well-known 
and  long-experienced  efficacy  of  the  waters  of  the 
German  Spa,  it  has  been  thought  neceffary,  be- 
fides  the  common  hot  and  cold  baths,  within  thefe 
few  years,  to  build  baths  at  the  I'onnelet,  about 
two  miles  from  Spa,  where  there  is  every  conve- 
nience for  hot  and  cold  bathing  in  the  mineral 
water : and  patients  who  intend  going  through  a 
courfe  of  thefe  waters,  are  ufually  ordered  previ- 
oufly  to  pafs  fome  .time  at  the  baths  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  or  at  Chaudfontaine,  in  order  to  prepare 
themfelves  for  it. 

The  Cheltenham  water*  is  recommended  as  an 
excellent  preparative  to  drink  that  of  Bath,  as  alfo 


• Warm  baths  have  been  fitted  up  here  at  Mr.  Freeman’s, 
No.  3,  fince  1787,  and  are  much  ufed,  being  conduced  in 
a very  fatisfadtory  manner. 


to 
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to  the  Buxton  bath  and  water,  as  well  as  to  warm 
fea-bathing  at  W eymouth  and  elfewhere  j and  they 
who  come  with  an  intention  to  drink  it  as  fuch, 
would  be  more  likely  to  benefit  by  its  falutarv  pro- 
perties, if  before  they  begin  they  would  take  two  or 
three  (Bains  de  Sante)  baths  moderately  warm,* 
merely  for  health,  to  cleanfe  the  Ikin,  being  careful 
however  to  take  a gentle  dofe  of  Cheltenham  falt,f 
or  of  fome  other  opening  medicine,  as  their  phy- 
fician  thinks  bell  fuited  to  their  conftitution,  before 
fuch  bathing. 

Let  not  thofe  who  are  of  opinion  that  drinking 
the  bottled  water  at  a diftance  is  equally  efficacious, 
deceive  themfelves.  I'hat  it  has  great  power,  even 
in  that  ftate,  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  its  opera- 
tion on  the  fpot  will  be  much  more  fpeedy  and  fa- 
tisfadlory,  independent  of  the  change  of  air  and 
fcene,  the  difengaging  the  mind  from  bufinefs,  &c. 
all  which  concur  to  facilitate  the  defired  effect,  and 
are  abfolutely  neceflary  to  obtain  it.  All  I have 


* Ninety-fix  degrees  of  Farenheit’s  thermometer. 

•j-  The  fait  of  this  water  is  the.leaft  naufeous  of  any  pur- 
gative fait  whatever,  and  the  moll  eligible  to  betaken  as  an 
opening  medicine  at  any  time,  as  its  operation  is  over  in 
three  or  fonr  hours,  and  there  is  not  the  fame  danger  of 
taking  cold  [as  after  other  purgatives.  This  fait  confilts 
chiefly  of  a native  Glauber’s  fait,  wtih  an  admixture  of  Ep- 
fom  (alt ; the  former  of  which  has  the  mineral  alkali  for  its 
bafis,  the  latter  magnefia.  Half  an  ounce  of  it  dilfolved  in 
■a  pint  of  warm  water,  and  taken  at  three  different  dofes  at 
the  diftance  of  a quarter  of  an  hour  each,  is  by  much  the 
belt  way  of  -deriving  the  greateft  benefit  from  it. 

H 
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now  to  add  on  this  fubjeft  is,  that  notwithftanding 
the  very  great  virtues  of  this  water,  it  would  be  the  ' 
higheft  prefumption  to  advance  that  it  is  infallible 
in  its  operation  and  effedf ; yet  fo  indubitable  are 
its  powers,  that  during  the  thirteen  years  1 have  at- 
tended this  place,  and  have  feen  above  i200operfons 
refort  to  it  for  different  complaints,  I have  known 
but  very  few  who  did  not  reap  great  benefit  from 
the  ufe  of  it;  and  they  who  have  fteadinefs  to  per- 
fevere,  and  are  careful  not  to  thwart  it  by  any  irre- 
gularities, will,  I make  no  doubt,  be  perfuaded  6f 
the  truth  of  what  1 have  here  afferted. 


Authors  who  have  written  on  the  qualities  of 
this  water,  are, 


Doctors  Short, 
Linden, 
Lucas, 
Ruffell, 


Rutty, 
Fothergill, 
Smith,  and 
Mr.  Earker. 


[The  Account  of  the  New  Roads  and  of  the 
Rides  near  Cheltenham,  are  inferted  with  tlie 
Itinerary,] 
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Of  the  DmSIONS  of  the  COUNTY 
OF  GLOUCESTER. 

IT  is  naturally  divided  into  three  parts:  The 
Cotefwold  country,  feparated  from  the  Vale  by 
the  hills;  the  Vale;  and  the  Foreft  of  Dean,  fe- 
parated by  the  river  Severn : And  again  into  four 
political  divifions,  containing  28  hundreds. 

Of  the  COTESWOLD, 

Including  all  the  high  country  on  the  S.  E.  fide  of  the 
range  of  hills  which  divide  the  county. 

It  is  a noble  champaign  country,  the  refidence  of 
many  nobility  and  gentry,  and  abounds  in  verdant 
; plains,  downs,  corn-fields,  parks,  woods,  and  little 
' valliesj'well  fupplied  with  fprings  and  rivulets,  and. 
1 enjoys  a fine  healthy  air;  which,  however,  in  the 
i higheft  and  more  expofed  parts,  has  been  thought 
I too  thin  and  cold  for  perfons  of  tender  and  deli- 
1 cate  coafiitutions.*  It  was  anciently  over-run 

H 2 with 


•^he  Author  of  the  Cheltenham  Guide  fays,  “ Such  is  the 
ftriking  difference  between  the  air  of  the  Cotefwold  and  that 
■ of  the  \ ale  ; that  of  the  former  it  has  been  commonly  ob- 
: lerved,  that  eight  months  in  the  year  are  winter,  and  the' 
< other  four  too  cold  for  fummer ; w'hercas  in  the  Vale,  eight 
r months  are  fummer,  and  the  remaining  four  too  warm  for 
1 an  Englilh  winter.”  , 

The  learned  hiftorian,  from  w'hom  he  gained  this  infor-'’ 
I XDation,  feems  to  have  been  led  into  this  mifreprefcntatioii^ 

by 
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■with  woods,  whence  it  may  have  obtained  its 
double  name,  in  the  Britifh,  and  Woold  in  the 
Saxon  language,  both  fignifying  wood and  itfeems 
probable  that  thofe  places  that  have  cot  or  cotes  in 
their  cumpofition,  are  derived  from  the  faid  Bri- 
tifh word,  inoft  of  their  fituations  being  in  woody 
countries. 

Camden  fays,  “ It  takes  its  name  from  the  hills 
and  fheep-cotes,  for  mountains  and  hills  the  Eng- 
lilhmen  in  old  times  termed  luoulds ; upon  which 
account  the  ancient  gloflary  interprets  the  Alps  of 
Italy,  the  IVoulds  of  Italy.” 

Mr.  Richard  Bifhop  has  within  thefe  fifty*  years, 
by  bringing  the  grafs  feeds,  turnips,  and  clover 
into  ufe,  taught  the  Cotefwold  farmers  (who,  till 
that  time,  ufed  to  fend  their  fiieep  and  cattle  to 
winter  in  the  Vale  for  want  of  fodder)  to  become 
an  opulent  people,  and  keep  more  than  double  the 
live  flock  they  were  ufed  to  do  upon  their  own 
lands,  throughout  the  year ; which,  while  they  feed 
and  fatten,  dung  and  fertilize  the  foil,  and  infalli- 
bly fecure  a good  fucceeding  crop  of  corn  ; fo  that 
under  favourable  circumftances,  and  judicious  ma- 
nagement, the  produce  of  an  acre  will,  in  this  coun- 


by  affedling  a perfedtly  contrafted  mode  of  expreffion;  the 
account  being  greatly  exaggerated,  though  the  difference  be 
confiderable. 

Birdlip  and  Crickley-Hills  are  nearly  of  the  fame  height, 
the  top  of  the  firft  being  about  1350  feet  above  the  water  of 
the  Severn  at  Gloucefter,  and  on  a level  with  a great  part  of 
the  Cotefwold  country'. 

try. 
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try,  fometimes  equal  that  of  a like  quantity  of  land 
in  the  Vale,  where  the  rents  are  double  and  treble 
the  price,  and  the  land  will  not  admit  of  propor- 
tionable improvements. 

The  farmers  pen  their  (heep  upon  the  land  uni- 
verfally,  ufing  no  other  kind  of  manure,  except 
that  of  the  yard  or  liable.  The  farms  here  are 
from  lool.  to  5 or  600I.  per  annum;  the  price  of 
labour  rod.  a day  in  winter,  is.  in  fpring,  is.  6d. 
in  grafs  mowing,  and  is.  8d.  or  2s.  for  about  five 
weeks  at  corn-harveft. 

Camden,  and  many  others,  take  notice  of  the 
wool  of  this  country  for  its  whitenefs  and  finenefs  ; 
but  however  it  may  have  been  formerly,  it  is  be- 
come coarfer  fince  the  improvement  of  the  breed, 
by  introducing  the  Leicefter  rams,*  efteemed  the 
ftouteft  in  the  kingdom ; and  they  bear  prodigious 
fleeces,  the  hair  of  which  is  coarfe  and  long;  the 
longed  fort  of  it  is  combed  for  worded  duds ; the 
fhort  is  wrought  up  in  cloth  for  the  army,  Ead- 
India  Company,  and  other  coarle  goods. 

On  the  Cotefwold  is  a cudomary  meeting  at 
Whitfuntide,  vulgarjy  called  an  Ale,  or  Whitfua 
Ale,t  reforted  to  by  numbers  of  young  people.. 

H 3 I'wo 


• Somctimesbrought  here  in  little  carriages  made  for  that 
purpofe ; 40I.  has  been  paid  for  one  of  thent  for  a feafon  only. 

f Perhaps  the  true  word  is  Yule;  for  in  the  time  of 
Druidifin,  the  feaft  of  Yule,  or  the  Grove,  was  celebrated, 
in  the  months  of  May  and  December.  In  the  north  of 

England^ 
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Two  perfons  are  chofen  previous  to  the  meetirtg, 
to  be  Lord  and  Lady  of  the  Ale  or  Yule,  who 
drels  as  fuitably  as  they  can  to  thofe  characters: 
A large  barn  or  other  building  is  fitted  up  with 
feats,  &c.  for  the  Lord’s  hall.  Here  they  alTemble 
to  dance  and  regale  in  the  beft  manner  their  cir- 
cumftances  and  the  place  will  afford,,  and  each  man 
treats  his  girl  with  a ribband  or  favour. 

The  Lord  and  Lady,  attended  by  the  fteward, 
fword,  purfe,  and  mace-bearer,  with  their  feveral 
badges  of  office,  honour  tlie  hall  with  their  pre- 
fence j they  have  likewife  in  their  fuite  a page  or 
train-bearer,  and  ajefter,  dreffed  in  a party-co- 
loured jacket.  7'he  Lord’s  mufic,  confifting  of  a 
tabor  and  pipe,  is  employed  to  conduit  the  dance. 

Companies  of  thefe  morrice  dancers,* *  attended 
by  the  jefter,  and  tabor  and  pipe,  go  about  the 

country 


England,  where  thecuflom  is  ftill  kept  up,  Chriftmas  is  called 
Chriftmas  Yule;  the  Chriftmas  Gambols,  Yule  Games;, 
and  the  Chriftmas  Block,  the  Yule  Log.  This  was  to  illu- 
minate the  houfe,  and  turn  the  night  into  day,  and  ufed  as 
an  emblem  of  the  return  of  the  fun,  and  the  lengthening  of 
the  days,  or  perhaps  to  give  light  all  night,  as  they  had  not 
any  candles. 

Tallow  candles  firft  began  to  be  ufed  in  England  anno 
1290,  and  were  deemed  a great  luxury,  fplinters  of  wood  be- 
ing ufed  for  light.  No  idea  of  wax  candles  in  1300. 

* A corruption  from  morefque. 

“in  the  reign  of  King  James  the  Firft,  eight  old  men,  all 
living  in  one  manor,  (in  this  county)  whole  ages  put  toge- 
ther made  800  years,  danced  a morrice  dance. 


And 
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country  in  Whitfun  week,  and  colle(Sl-  a fum  to- 
wards tlieexpences  of  the  Yule. 

All  the  figures  of  the  Lord,  &c.  of  the  Yule, 
handfomely  reprefented  in  bafib  relievo,  ftand  in 
the  north  wall  of  the  nave  of  Cirencefter  church, 
which  vouches  for  the  antiquity  of  the  cuflom; 
and  as  on  many  of  thefe  occafions  they  erecfl:  a May- 
pole,  it  is  a fign  that  it  had  its  rife  in  Druidifm. 


And  Sir  William  Temple  fays,  “ Lord  Leicefter  had  a 
pamphlet  in  his  polTeflion,  written  by  a gentleman  in  Here- 
ibrdfhire,  wherein  mention  was  made  of  a fet  of  morrice- 
dancers,  w’ho  went  about  that  county,  (in  King  James’s 
reign)  compofed  of  ten  men  who  danced,  a maid  marian, 
and  a tabor  and  pipe;  and  that  the  twelve,  one  with  an- 
other, made  up  1200  years.”  “ It  is  not  fo  much,”  fays 
he,  “ that  fo  many  in  one  fmall  county  fhould  live  to  that 
age,  as  that  they  Ihould  be  in  vigour  and  in  humour  to  tra- 
vel and  to  dance.” 

To  the  above  inftances  of  longevity,  I will  add  the  fol- 
lowing: In  the  parilh  of  St.  Briavels,  in  the  foreft  divifion 
of  this  county,  confiHing  of  about  760  inhabitants,  of  which, 
only  one  in  feventy-two  is  reckoned  to  die  yearly,  five  per- 
fbns  died  in  1767,  whofe  ages  put  together  amounted  to  450 
years ; of  thele,  Thomas  Evans  and  Sarah  his  wife  were 
two  ; they  were  born  in  the  parilh,  and  having  lived  in  it 
feventy-feven  years  in  the  married  fiate,  died  w’ithin  nine 
days  of  each  other ; having  often  declared,  that  neither  of 
them  was  ever  blooded  or  had  taken  phyfic. 

A phyfician  going  to  Bath  fome  years  ago,  Hopped  at  the 
Red-Eion  in  Coriham,  Wilts,  and  being  accofted  by  fome 
aged  beggars  of  both  fexes,  was  curious  to  know  how  old 
they  w’ere  ? one  of  them  anfwered  that  he  was  above  an 
hundred,  and  that  another  Handing  near  him  was  zix-fcore. 
The  Dodtor  being  a good  deal  fui'prifed,  the  man  added,  the 

laH 


The  mace  is  made  of  filk,  finely  plaited  with 
ribbands  on  the  top,  and  filled  with  fpices  and 
perfumes  for  fuch  of  the  company  to  fmell  to  as  j 
defire  it.  i 

Our  anceftors  held  an  anniverfary  aflembly  on  ? 
May-day;  the  column  of  the  May  (whence  our  j 

May-pole)  was  the  great  ftandard  of  juftice,  in  the  i 

Ey-commons,  or  fields  of  A'lay.  Here  it  was  that 
the  people,  if  they  faw  caufe,  depofed  or  punilhed 
their  Governors,  their  Barons,  their  Kings  ; and 
the  Judge’s  bough  or  wand,  (which  at  this  time  is  ' 
difcontinued,  and  only  faintly. reprefented  by  a nofe-  ^ 
gay)  as  well  as  the  ftafF  or  rod  of  authority  in  the 
civil  or  military,  (for  it  was  the  mace  of  civil 
power,  and  the  truncheon  of  the  field  officers) 
took,  their  rife  from  this  cufiom.* *  A mavor,  it  is  ! 
faid,  received  his  name  from  this  May,  in  the  fenfe  * 
of  lawful  power.  The  crown,  a mark  of  dignity,  ■ 
and  fymbol  of  power,  like  the  mace  and  fceptre,  j 
was  alfo  taken  from  the  May,  being  reprefentative  ■ 
of  the  garland  or  crown,  which,  w'hen  hung  on  the  \ 
top  of  the  May-pole,  was  the  great  lignal  for  con-  •; 
vening  the  people ; the  arches  of  which  fprang  from 
the  circlet,  and  met  together  at  the  mound  or  round 


laft  Ch.riffmas  there  was  a morrice-cfance  at  a neighbouring 
gentleman’s,  where  ten  of  thofe  mendicants,  v.  hole  ages 
put  together  amounted  to  above  looo  years,  performed 
their  parts  with  great  agility.  ^ 

* Hence  doubtlefs  the  cuftom  of  the  Judges  having  nofe-  1 
gays,  and  of  tlieir  being  prefented  to  perfons  of  rank  on  par- 
ticular occafions. 

ball,  ^ 
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ball,  being  neceflarily  fo  fonned  to  fufpend  it  on  the 
top  of  the  pole  j all  which  prove  it  is  one  of  the  moil: 
ancient  cuftoms,  that  from  the  ■'remoteft  ages  has 
been  by  reprefentation  from  year  to  year  perpe- 
tuated down  to  our  days. 

Mr.  Robert  Dover,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of 
King  James  I.  inflituted  certain  diverfions  on  the 
Cotefwold,  called  after  his  name,  which  were  an- 
nually exhibited  about  Willerfey  and  Campden ; 
half  a mile  from  which,  at  a place  called  Dover’s- 
Hill,  even  at  this  time,  on  Thurfday  in  Whitfun 
week,  there  is  fomething  to  be  feen  of  them,  tho’ 
they  are  much  declined  for  want  of  fo  good  a pa- 
tron as  the  inftitutor.  ^ 


The  VALE  of  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

This  vale  lies  chiefly  on  the  S.E.  of  the  river 
Severn,  which  gives  lire  and  fpirit  to  the  foil;  for 
extent  and  fertility  it  cannot  be  exceeded,  perhaps 
not  equalled,  in  the  kingdom. 

Sir  R.  Atkyns  fays,  “ Many  places  in  this  county 
bear  the  name  of  vineyards,  whence  it  has  been  con- 
cluded, that  wine  was  formerly  made  in  thofe  parts, 
but  the  vineyards  were  only  apple  orchards.” 

It  is  fully  proved,  however,  that  William  of 
Mansfield  was  feized  of  a vineyard  in  Bafley;  and 
about  Chelford  in  that  parifh,  are  many  warm  and 
Iheltercd  fpots  of  a fouthem  afpe£l,  extremely  fuit- 
able  to  fuch  a purpofe.  Domefday  Book  is  alfo 

fufficient 
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fufficient  to  determine  the  point;  where,  in  the  i 
account  of  Stonehoufe  in  this  county,  it  is  thus 
recorded ; ‘ Ibi  dw  arpenz  vineae.’  N obody  furely  ; 
will  contend,  that  vinea  can  here  mean  an  apple  t 
orchard,  or  any  thing  elfe  but  a plantation  of  vines  ; 
of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  were'’  i 
formerly  many  in  thus  county,  and  different  au-  ; 
thors  make  mention  of  them'.  If  there  are  no 
wines  made  now,  it  is  not  to  be  imputed,  as  by  ; 
Camden,  to  the  inhabitants,  rather  than  the  indil-  / 
pofition  of  the  climate,  but  becaufe  both  the  lands 
and  the  people  are  employed  to  better  advantage. 

The  lands  are  divided  into  two  levels,  upper 
and  lower.  Commiffions  are  occafionally  held, 
and  orders  made,  for  fupporting  thi  banks  of  the  , 
river,  which,  in  each  level  are  repaired  by  thofe 
whofe  eftates  lie  nejct  them. 

The  particular  places  liable  to  inundations  con-  ; 
lift,  according  to  an  account  given  in,  of  about  ’ 
‘12000  acres,  each  parifti  being  rated  at  two-pence  ’ 
per  acre  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  court  fur- 
veyor;  though  in  the  above  account  fome  have 
not  given  more  than  half,  others  two-thirds,  of 
what  is  actually  fubjedl  to  floods. 

In  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  George  II.  an-  j 
other  commiflion  was  ilTued  for  the  prefervation  of  j 
lands  lying  further  up  the  river  above  thefe  levels,  1 
but  nothing  was  ever  done  in  confequence.  i 
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n,  FOREST  of  DEAN* 

The  face  of  the  country  here  is  remarkably  un- 
even, full  of  little  hills,  with  fprings  running  be- 
tween them ; the  foil  is  various,  but  much  inclined 
to  clay,  proper  for  the  growth  of  the  oak,  which 
fiourilhes  exceedingly  here,  with  plenty  of  beech, 
biich,  holly,  and  other  kinds  of  wood. 

This  foreft  obtained  the  name  of  Dean  or  Dene, 
from  the  ancient  market-town  of  that  name  lying 


• This  foreft  was  formerly  fo  confiderable  for  timber, 
that  (it  is  faid)  part  of  the  inttruiftions  of  the  commanders 
of  the  Spanilh  Armada  was  to  deftroy  it ; but  it  has  of  late 
years  been  greatly  reduced  by  the  many  iron  furnaces  in 
and  near  it. 

This  armada,  ftiled  by  Pope  Sixtus  Quintus  the  Invin- 
cible, failed  from  Lifbon  on  the  19th  of  May  1588,  30th 
Elizabeth,  confifting  of  134  Ihips,  of  which  only  53  returned 
to  Spain;  and  of  30,000  foldiers  on  board,  above  13,500 
were  killed  or  taken  prifoners ; among  whom  were  many 
of  the  firft  rank.  In  Ihort,  there  was  not  a family  of  any 
note  in  Spain  but  loft  a fon,  a brother,  or  other  kinfman  in 
this  expedition.  King  Philip  was  fo  certain  of  being  fuc- 
cefsful,  that  he  engaged  to  hold  the  Englifh  crown  as  feu- 
datory to  the  fee  of  Rome;  in  confequence  of  which  he  had 
the  apoftolical  benedidlion,  and  the  title  of  defender  of  the 
faith  beftowed  on  him. 

The  chief  of  the  Englifli  commanders  by  fea,  were, 
Charles  Howard  Lord  Baron  of  Effingham,  high  admiral  of 
England;  Lord  Henry  Seymour,  and  Sir  Francis  Drake, 
vice-admirals;  Captains  Hawkins,  Frobriflier,  &c.  On  the 
28th  of  July,  this  year,  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  fire- 
fhips  were  firft  made  ufe  of,  eight  being  let  drive  with  wind 
and  tide,  into  the  midft  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  then  at  anchor 
near  Calais. 

^ within 
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within  its  bounds  and  perambulation;  fo  called, 
perhaps,  from  its  remarkable  low  fituation,  being 
almoft  encompafled  with  high  hills  and  woods. 
The  word  is  of  Saxon  original,  and  fignifies  a dale, 
a valley,  or  woody  place,  whence  our  Englilh  word 
den,  a hole  or  cave  in  the  earth. 

Giraldas,  and  fome  others,  gave  this  foreft  the 
name  of  Danubia,  and  Danica  Sylva,  or  the  Danes 
Wood,  becaufe  they  ftieltered  themfelves  here. 

Sir  Robert  Atkyns,  following  Camden’s  opi- 
nion, fays,  “ The  Gauls  and  Romans  heretofore 
ufed  the  word  Arden  for  a wood  ; whence,  by  re- 
jecSfing  the  firft  fyllable,  the  name  of  this  foreft 
might  be  derived ; in  juftification  of  which,  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  the  large  foreft  near  the  Gennan 
Spa,  which  extends  many  leagues,  is  called  the 
Ardennes.” 

It  appears  by  a furvey  made  17th  of  Charles  I. 
that  the  Foreft  of  Dean  contains  within  its  per- 
ambulation 23521  acres  of  the  King’s  wafte,  lying 
within  the  hundred  of  St.  Briavels  ;*  befides  many 
other  manors,  pariflies,  vills,  and  places  to  tlic 


* In  the  pariOi  of  St.  Briavels,  formerly  called  St.  Brulals, 
feven  miles  from  Chepftow,  (the  great  road  to  which,  and 
to  Auft  and  New  PalTages  from  Rofs,  leads  through  this 
place)  is  an  annual  cuftom  on  Whitfunday,  of  diftributing, 
after  divine  fervlce,  pieces  of  bread  and  chcefe  to  the  con- 
gregation ; to  defray  the  expence  of  which  every  houfliolder 
in  the  parifh  pays  a penny  to  the  churchwardens,  and  this  is 
faid  to  be  for  the  liberty  of  cutting  and  taking  the  wood  in 
lludnoUs. 


amount 
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amount  of  20,000  acres,  have  been  aflarted  or 
grubbed  up,  cleared,  and  made  fit  for  tillage,  taken 
out  by  purpreftures,  or  inclofed,  or  more  properly 
taken  by  incroachments,  and  granted  away  by  the 
crown. 

The  whole  foreft,  which  is  extraparochial,  is  di- 
vided into  fix  walks,  known  by  the  refpedtive 
Lodges  built  for  the  refidence  of  fo  many  keepers  ; 
each  of  which,  befides  a fettled  falary  of  15!.  per 
annum  paid  out  of  the  Exchequer,  lias  an  inclo- 
fure  of  ground  for  his  further  encouragement. 

The  names  of  the  Lodges  are, 

1.  The  King’s  Lodge,  oftener  called  the  Speech- 
houfe,  between  Kinglo-hill  and  Daniel’s  moor. 

2.  York  Lodge,  at  the  upper  end  of  Lumbard’s 
Marfii. 

3.  Worcefter- Lodge,  upon  Winfbury-hill. 

4.  Danby  Lodge,  upon  the  Old -Bailey-hill  near 
Lidney. 

5.  Herbert  Lodge,  upon  Ruerdean-hill. 

6.  Latimer  Lodge,  upon  Danemean-hill,  not 
far  from  the  Beacon. 

The  cafile  of  St.  Briavels  hands  in  the  Foreft  of 
Dean,  and  gives  name  to  one  of  the  hundreds  in 
the  Foreft  divilion.  The  King,  coronee^  is 
ieized  of  this  caftle,  which  is  extraparochial,  and  is 
Taid  to  liave  been  built,  to  curb  the  Welftijby  Miio 
■earl  of  Hereford,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  1.  'I'he 

I ruins 
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ruins  (hew  it  to  have  been  ftrong  and  of  large  ex- 
tent, and  formerly  of  great  confequence,  having 
been  the  refidence  of  men  of  eminence  in  the  go- 
vernment, who  exercifed  great  power  in  the  foreft : 
what  now  remains  of  the  caftle  ferves  as  a prifon 
for  criminals  offending  againft  the  vert  and  venifon 
iof  the  foreft,  and  for  fuch  as  are  convicfted  at  the 
Mine  Law  Court,  and  at  the  Court  of  Pleas. 

To  this  caftle  belong  a Conftable  and  feveral 
fubordinate  officers,  all  created  by  patent ; — a clerk, 
a meflbr  or  itinerant  officer,  two  ferjeants,  and  a 
janitor;  with  fees  annexed  to  each  of  their  offices  ; 
but  of  late  there  have  been  only  a clerk,  a bailiff, 
or  meflbr,  and  caftle  - keeper ; all  appointed  by  the 
conftable*  of  the  caftle  for  the  time  being. 

There  are  alfo  four  Verdurers  of  the  foreft, 
clefted  by  the  freeholders  of  the  county,  by  virtue 
of  the  King’s  writ  diredted  to  the  High  Sheriff  for 
that  purpofe ; and  in  the  time  of  King  Canute  their 
fee  was  yearly  of  the  King’s  allowance,  two  horfes, 
one  of  which  was  faddled,  one  fword,  five  javelins, 
one  fpear,  one  fhield,  and  lol.  in  money. 

The  gaveller  is  an  officer  appointed  by  the  con- 
ftable of  tlie  caftle : litis  officer  receives,  by  way 


* The  firli  perfon  I find  mentioned  as  confiable  of  the 
caftle  and  warden  of  the  foreft,  is  John  de  Monmouth,  i8th 
King  John.  The  prefent  conftable  is  the  Earl  of  Berkeley, 
•who  is  alfo  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Cuftos  Rotulorum,  Colonel 
of  the  Militia  of  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  and  of  the  cities 
and  counties  of  Briftol  and  Gloucefter,  Keeper  of  the  Deer 
and  Woods  in  the  Foreft  of  Dean,  and  High  Steward  of 
Gloucefter. 
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of  perquifite  or  fee,  a fmall  fum  of  the  miners* 
called  the  King’s  dues,  and  gives  fome  dirciStions- 
concerning  mining. 

The  firft:  officer  of  this  fort  was  in  1660.  Mr» 
Rudder  fays,  “ He  tak.es  his  name  from  Gavel, 
the  Anglo-Saxon  for  tribute;  but  he  may  more 
likely  derive  it  from  the  French  word  Gabelle,  a 
cuftom;  hence  Gabeller  or  Gaveller,  Gabelier 
meaning  the  receiver  of  fuch  cuftom,  or  cuftom- 
; houfe  officer.” 

There  are  three  courts,  common  to  all  forefts, 

1.  The  Court  of  Attachment,  held  once  in  forty 
days  before  the  Verdurers,  who  receive  the  attach- 
ment de  viridi  et  venatione^  (of  vert  and  ver-ifon) 
taken  by  the  reft  pf  the  officers,  and  enroll  them 
for  prefentment  at  the  next  juftice  feat  for  punifti- 
mem,  this  court  not  having  the  power  to  conviit. 

2.  The  Court  of  Swanimote,  held  before  the 
Verdurers  as  Judges,  thrice  in  the  year.  This 
court  can  both  enquire  and  convift,  but  cannot 
give  judgment.  All  attachments  Ihould  be  pre- 
fented  at  the  next  fwaniraote,  where  the  free- 
holders within  the  foreft  are  to  appear  to  make  in- 
queft  and  juries. 

Thefe  two  courts  ufed  to  be  held  at  the  Speech- 
houfe,  which  ftands  about  the  middle  of  the  foreft  j 
but  have  been  neglefted  for  fome  time. 

3.  The  Juftice-Seat  Court,  which  is  the  higheft, 
cannot  be  kept  oftener  than  every  third  year.  It  is 

1 2 held 


held  before  the  chief  juftice  in  Eyre,  and  has  jurif- 
diifion  to  enquire,  hear,  and  determine  all  tref- 
pafles  within  the  foreft;  and  all  claims  of  fran-  i 
chifes,  privileges,  and  liberties  relative  thereto : and  5 
before  its  being  held,  the  regarders  muft  go  through  | 
and  vifit  the  whole  foreft,  in  order  to  prefent  all  j 
kinds  of  trcfpafies.  Befides  thefe  three  courts,  the  ' 
hundred  of  St.  Briavels,  being  in  the  crown,  re-  . 
tains  the  privilege  of  a court-leet,  which  is  held  at  * 
the  caftle,  where  there  are  alfo  two  other  courts 
held,  of  peculiar  natures:  firft,  the  Court  of  Re-  , 
cord,  held  for  the  caftle,  the  manor,  and  the  hun- 
dred  of  St.  Briavels,  before  the  conftable  or  his  ^ 
deputy,  and  the  fuitors  of  the  manor,  for  trying  all  J 
pcrfonal  aeftions  of  whatever  value,  arifing  within  'j 
the  hundred,  and  levying  fines  of  lands  in  the 
fame.  All  procefies  run  in  the  name  of  the  con- 
ftable,  or  his  deputy. 

. The  other  is  the  Mine  Law  Court,  for  tiying  | 
all  caufes  between  the  miners,  5cc.  concerning  the 
mines  : it  is  to  be  held  before  the  conftable  as  fte- 
ward  of  the  court,  or  his  deputy ; befides  whom,  | 

none  are  to  be  prefent  but  the  gaveller,  caftle  clerk,  , J 

and  free  miners,  who  muft  be  natives  of  the  hun-  J 
dred  of  St.  Briavels,  and  have  worked  in  fome  of  | 
the  mines  at  leaft  one  year  and  a day.  The  par-  | 
ties  and  witnefles  are  fworn  upon  a bible,  into  | 

which  a piece  of  holly  ftick  is  put;  and  are  obliged  , 

to  wear  the  hoof  or  working  cap  on  their  heads  ] 

during  examination.  Caufes  tried  at  this  couit  | 
are  not  determined  by  the  foreft  laws,  or  by  any  | 

'written  laws  of  the  realm,  but  by  fudi  as  are  pe-  j 

culiar  ^ 
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culiar  to  Itfelf.  The  miners  execute  the  legiflative 
power,  and  make  new  laws  for  their  convenience, 
as  often  as  they  fee  occafion. 

The  privileges  of  the  foreft  are  very  extenfive. 
The  free  miners  claim  a right  by  prefcription  of 
digging  iron  ore  and  coal  in  the  foreft,  and  of  car- 
rying their  coal -works  begun  there,  into  the  in- 
clofed  lands  adjoining ; alfo  to  cut  timber  out  of 
the  foreft,  neceftary  to  carry  on  their  works,  as 
well  in  the  lands  of  private  perfons,  as  in  tire 
King’s  foil. 


The  FOUR  POLITICAL  DIVISIONS  of 
the  COUNTY. 

1.  Kiftfgate  divifion  (containing  the  eight  hun- 
dreds of  Kiftfgate,  Slaughter,  I'ibblefton,  Cleeve, 
Cheltenham,  Deerhurft,  Tewkefbury,  and  Weft- 
minfter)  comprifes  theN.  and  N.  E.  parts  adjoining 
to  Worcefterlhire,  Warwickfhire,  and  Oxfordftrire. 

2.  The  Seven-Hundred  divifion  (containing 
thofe  of  Cirencefter,  with  Out-T'orn  and  Minety, 
Britwell’s  Barrow,  Bradley,  Rapfgute,  Biftey, 
Longtree,  and  Witfton)  lies  S.  S.  W.  of  the  for- 
mer, with  Oxfordfhire  and  part  of  Bcrkftiire  on. 
the  E.  and  Wiltfhire  on  the  S.  S.  E. 

3.  Berkeley  divifion  (containing  the  feven  hun- 
dreds of  Berkeley,  Thornbury,  Pucklechuich, 
Langley  and  Swinefhead,*  King’s-Barton,  Plen- 

I 3 bujy. 
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bury,  and  Grumbald’s-Afli)  extends  from  the 
Seven- Hundred  divifion  to  the  extremity  of  the 
county  towards  Wiltlhire  and  Somerfetfhire,  with 
the  Severn  on  the  N.  W. 

4.  The  Foreft  divifion  (containing  the  fix  hun- 
dreds of  St.  Briavels,  Blideflow,  VVeftbury,  Botloe, 
Dutchy  of  Lancafter,  Dudfton,  and  King’s-Bartori) 
takes  in  all  that  part  of  the  county  which  lies  on 
the  N.  W.  of  the  Severn,  and  that  part  of  the  hun- 
* dred  of  Dudfton  and  King’s-Barton  fituate  on  the 
other  fide  of  that  river. 

When  this  diftribution  was  made  is  not  known; 
but  the  moft  ancient  divifions  of  counties  into 
hundreds  and  tithings  was  by  King  Alfred;  of 
which,  with  fome  other  material  occurrences  in 
the  Englifti  hiftory  during  his  reign,  an  account 
will  be  hereafter  given. 

There  was  formerly  a cuftom  called  Waflfailing, 
or  going  from  houfe  to  houfe  at  Chriftmas  or  New- 
Year’s  Eve,  with  a bowl*  filled  with  toaft  and 


• This  was  called  a WaflailBowl,  derived  from  the  Anglo- 
Saxon,  fignifying  to  be  in  health.  The  bowl  was  carried  by 
young  women,  who  accepted  little  prefents  from  the  houfes 
they  Hopped  at.  Formerly,  on  New-Year’s  Eve,  our  hardy 
anceftors  ufed  to  alTemble  round  the  glowing  hearth  with 
their  cheerful  neighbours,  and  in  the  fpicy  WalTail  Bowl 
dro\\m  every  former  animofity: — An  example  worthy  mo- 
dem imitation  ! Waflail  was  the  word,  and  WalTail  every 
gueft  returned  as  he  took  the  circling  goblet  from  his  friend, 
whillt  fong  and  civil  mirth  brought  in  the  infant  year. — 
The  WalTail  Bowl  or  Cup  is  Hill  carried  about  in  Yorldhire 
by  women  who  fing  carols. 


ale 
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tale  or  cyder,  but  is  now  grown  much  out  of  ufe 
iin  this  county. 

There  are  twenty-eight  towns  in  the  county  of 
JGloucefter  where  markets  are  actually  held. 

Tuefday 
Thurfday 
Wednefday 
Thurfday 

Monday  and  Friday 
Friday 
Monday 
Thurfday 
Thurfday 

Wednefday  and  Saturday 
Tuefday 
Saturday 
Tuefday 
Tuefday 
Friday 
Friday 
Wednefday 
Tuefday 
Saturday 
Thurfday 
Thurfday 
Friday 
Wednefday 

Wednefday  and  Saturday 
Saturday 
Monday 
Saturday 
Friday, 


Berkeley  - - on 

Bifley  - - - - 

Camden  - - - 

Cheltenham  - - 
Cirencefter  - - 

Coleford  - - - 

Dean  - - - - 

Durfley  - _ _ 

Fairford  - - 

Gloucefter  - - 
Hampton  - - - 

Horfley  - _ _ 

Leachlade  - - - 

Marfhfield  - - 

Newent  - _ - 
Newnham  - - 

Northleach  - - 

Painfwick  - - - 

Stanley  St.  Leonards 
Sodbury  _ . _ 

Stow  - - _ _ 

Stroud  - - _ _ 

Tetbury  - _ _ 

Tewkefbury  - - 

Thornbury  - - 

Wickwar  - - - 
Winchcombe  - - 
W otton-Underedge 
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Of  the  RIVERS  of  Gloucestershire. 

. The  principal  rivers  are  but  four ; The  Severn, 
the  Ifis  or  Thames,  the  Firll  Avon,  the  Second 
or  Briftol  Avon,  which  receive  all  the  others  that 
either  rife  in  the  county  or  run  through  it ; to 
which  I Ihall  add  the  Churn,  as  being  doubtlefs 
the  fource  of  the  Thames. 

The  Severn  rifes  out  of  Plinlimmon-hill,  in 
Montgomeryfhire,  paffes  by  Llanidlos  and  WeKh 
Pool,  where  it  becomes  navigable;  thence  to 
Shrewfbury  and  Bridgnorth  in  Shropfhire ; enters 
Worcefterfhire  above  Bewdley;  and  runs  by  Wor- 
cefter  and  Upton  into  Gloucefterlhire,  a little  above 
Tewkelbury,  about  half  a mile  below  which  town 
it  receives  the  Avon  from  Warwicklhire:  lower 
down,  by  parting  itfelf,  it  makes  the  Ifle  of  Alney,* 

which 


• In  1013  Canute  (fon  of  Swain)  the  Dane,  having  takea 
poITefllon  of  the  kingdom,  Ethelred  II.  fent  his  wife  Emma 
to  her  brother  Richard  II.  furnamed  the  Good,  4th  Dnke 
of  Normandy,  and  retired  into  the  Ifle  of  Wight;  on  which 
Canute  was  proclaimed  King : but  in  April  1016, Edmund, 
furnamed  Ironfides,  (fon  of  Ethelred)  was  crovmed  in  the 
market-place,  at  Kingfton-upon-Thames : but  upon  a dif- 
agreement  among  the  nobility,  Canute  was  likevdfe  crowned 
at  Southampton;  in  June  following  he  totally  routed 
Edmund  at  Aflendon,  or  Aflidon,  near  Walden  in  Eflex, 
and  purfued  him  to  Deerhurft,  eight  miles  from  Gloucefter, 
whither  he  fled ; and  here,  to  prevent  any  further  effufion 
blood,  the  two  Kings  agreed  to  meet  in  this  ifle  of  Alney, 
and  engage  in  Angle  combat,  their  armies  being  fpeftators ; 
when  neither  obtaining  the  vidlory,  a peace  was  concluded, 
and  the  kingdom  divided  between  them.  But  Edmund  be- 
ing 
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which  is  rich  and  beautiful,  runs  by  Gloucefter, 
(on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  city)  a little  below  which 
place,  by  uniting  its  divided  ftreams,  it  becomes 
broader  and  deeper  by  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of 
•the  tide ; pafling  by  Newnham,  after  a courfe  of 
:more  than  forty  miles,  through  the  country,  it  re- 
iceives  the  Wye,  (which  rifes  out  of  the  fame  hill) 


iing  murdered  at  Oxford  a month  after,  Canute  was  in  T017 
wAabliflied  foie  monarch;  and  in  1018  he  made  an  alliance 
with  Normandy,  and  married  Emma  widow  of  Elhelred, 
4by  whofe  manaage  with  two  Engliih  Monarchs,  the  Nor- 
cmans  began  to  have  footing  in  England. 

William  the  Conqueror’s  father  was  Robert  6th  Duke  of 
TNormandy,  youngeft  fon  of  the  above  Richard  the  Good. 
'From  Edmund  Ironfide,  by  marriage  of  Margaret  his  eldeft 
^daughter  (foie  heirefs  to  the  Englifli  Crown,  but  excluded 
ifrom  her  inheritance  by  the  Norman  Conqueft)  w’ith  Mal- 
Kolm,  third. King  of  Scotland,  commonly  called  Canmore, 
Wefcended  King  James  I.  of  Ei^Iand,  and  fixth  of  Scotland ; 
tin  whofe  perfon  the  Imperial,  B^ritifh,  Saxon,  Englifh,  Nor- 
rnian,  and  Scottifh  Crowns  were  united.  His  daughter  Eli- 
rzabeth  married  Frederick  king  of  Bohemia,  Prince  Palatine 
•of  the  Rhine;  and  from  the  Princefs  Sophia,  their  daughter, 
•wife  of  Emeft  Auguftus,  Eledlor  of  Hanover,  Bifliop  of 
•Gfnaburgh,  and  Duke  ofBrunfwick  Lunenburgh,  father  of 
IKing  George  I.  is  defcended  our  prefent  moft  gracious  Sove- 
reign ; whofe  anceftors  in  the  male  line  alfo  fprang  from 
the  above  Malcolm  and  Margaret.  Their  daughter  Maud 
snarried  Henry  I.  youngeft  fon  of  William  the  Conqueror 
by  Matilda  of  the  Brunfwick  family,  defcended  from  Bald- 
nvin  the  fecond.  Count  of  Flanders;  thus  reftoring  to  her 
iwhat  her  mother  had  been  deprived  of ; from  this  marriage 
icame  Matilda  or  Maud,  mairied  firft  to  Henry  the  fifth, 
SEmpcror  of  Germany  ; and  fecondly  to  Geoffry'  Plantage- 
nct  Earl  of  Anjou,  by  whom  flie  had  Henry  II.  whofe  third 
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and  lofes  its  name  at  the  place  of  confluence  below 
Chepftow,  where  it  becomes  the  boundary  between. 
Gloucefterfliire  and  Monmouthlhire  j and  conti- 
nues till  it  receives  the  Briftol  Avon  at  Kingroad, 
where  it  is  ten  or  twelve  miles  over,  and  capable 
of  receiving  (hips  of  great  burthen.  From  Glou- 
cefter  and  Newnham  feveral  brigs  are  employed  in 
the  trade  to  London  and  Ireland ; and  a great 
number  of  barges  or  trows  are  continually  going 
between  Briftol,  Gloucefter,  Tewkelbury,  Wor- 
cefter,  and  Bewdley ; where,  by  means  of  a canal, 
a communication  is  opened  with  the  rivers  Merfey 
and  Trent,  which  promifes  great  advantages  to  the 
neighbouring  country.  The  bailiwick  of  the  Se- 
vern is  in  tlie  crown. 

The  places  for  pafllng  this  river  are,  at  the 
Lower  Load,  a mile  below  Tewkefbury  by  ferry : 
the  Haw,  fix  miles  above  Gloucefter,  about  feven 
from  Cheltenham,  by  boat ; at  Maifemore  Bridge  j 
the  Bridge  at  Gloucefter  j Framilode,  about  ten 
miles  below  Gloucefter,  by  boat  from  the  paflage- 
houfe  on  the  South  fide  to  Weftbury;  at  Newn- 
ham, two  miles  further  down,  where  the  river  is 


fon  Richard  I.  and  fixth  fon  John,  fucceffively  reigned  in 
England.  His  eldeft  daughter  Maud  was  married  to  Henry 
the  Lion,  Duke  of  Saxony,  fwhofe  pofleflions  were  Hano- 
ver, Zell,  and  Wolfembuttle)  progenitors  of  the  Dukes  of 
Brunfwick,  and  of  Erneft  Auguftus  eledlor  of  Hanover,  and 
as  fuch  arch-treafurer  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire;  from 
whom  is  likewife  defcended  the  prefcnt  King  of  Pruflia, 
who  is  Eleflor  of  Brandenburgh,  and  Grand  Chamberlain 
of  the  Empire. 


about 
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about  a mile  over,  and  the  paflage-houfe  is  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river  over  to  Arlingham  : [Here 
is  a ford,  over  which,  at  low  water,  waggons  and 
people  on  horfeback,  of  more  refolution  than  pru- 
dence, fometimes  pafs ; many  having  loft  their  lives 
by  their  raflinefs  in  fuch  an  attempt,  and  that  only 
to  fave  a trifling  expence ; J at  Firton  in  the  parilh 
of  Lidney,  to  land  in  Berkeley  parifti ; at  Auft  or 
the  Old  Faflage,  between  Auft  in  Henbury  parifh, 
and  Beachley  in  Tidenham  parifh,  both  in  Glou- 
cefterfltire  ; and  the  New  Faflage,  between  the  Salt 
Marfh  in  Gloucefterfliire  and  Fort  Skeweth,  near 
St.  Fere,  Monmouthfliire,* 

A new,  correft,  and  eafy  method  of  knowing 
the  hours.  See.  to  pafs  at  Auft  and  New  Faflages, 
is  inferted  after  the  Itinerary. 

The  firft  Avon,  a Britifti  name  which  fignifies 
a river,  rifes  nearNafeby  in  Northamptonlhire,  en- 
ters Warwickfhire  at  Colthrop,  and  palling  by 
Rugby,  Warwick,  and  Stratford,  where  it  is  navi- 
gable, runs  by  Evelham  to  enter  Gloucefterfliire  a 
little  above  T ewkelbury,  and  difeharges  itfelf  into 
the  Severn  about  a mile  below  tliis  town. 


* A large  fum  of  money  having  been  fubferibed  towards 
the  expence  of  forming  a jundlion  between  the  rivers  Se- 
vern and  Thames,  to  be  continued  from  the  Stroud  naviga- 
' tion  to  Lechlade,  a petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  Feb.  5,  1783,  and  an  adl  of  parliament  in  confe- 
quence  palTed  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  juniflion  has  been 
fince  compleated.  An  account  of  the  Tunnel  is  given  after 
that  of  the  city  of  Gloucefter. 


Isis. 
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Isi-s.  I'his  has  generally  been  confidered  as  the 
head  of  the  I'hames,  which,  according  to  the  cur- 
rent opinion,  is  fo  called  from  the  junction  of  the 
names  I'hame  and  His,  their  water  joining  near 
Dorchefter  in  Oxfordfhire;  but  it  is  proved  from 
good  authority,  by  the  learned  author  of  the  addi- 
tions to  Camden’s  Britannia,  that  notwithftanding 
fo  plaufible  an  etymology,  this  river,  which  Cam- 
den and  others  have  called  Ifis  and  Oufe,  w’as  an- 
ciently called  Thames  and  Terns,  before  it  came  . 
near  the  Tame. 


The  Thames  has  been  reputed  to  rife  in  the 
parifh  of  Coats,  out  of  a well  that  overflows  in  the 
winter,  or  in  a very  wet  feafon  only ; but  in  tlie 
fummer  this  river  can  be  traced  no  higher  than  to ' 
fome  fprings  which  rife  in  the  parifli  of  Kemble,  ' 
a little  fouth  on  the  Fofs  road,  about  four  miles 
from  Cirencefter;  hence  it  runs  to  Cricklade,  to 
which  place  it  is  navigable  upwards;  fo  to  Lech- 
lade,  Oxford,  Abingdon,  Wallingford,  Reading, 
Henley,  and  Windfor,  in  its  way  to  the  great  me- 
tropolis. But  the  Churn  (Corin  fignifying  the  top 
in  the  Britifh  language)  may  with  greater  propriety 
be  called  the  head  of  that  river,  being  the  higheft 
fource  whence  it  derives  its  water:  I'he  name  is  of 
Britifh  original,  Chevyrn  fignifying  rapid.  It  rifes 
at  a place  known  by  the  name  of  the  Seven  Springs, 
in  the  parifh  of  Cubberly,  on  the  left  hand  of  the 
road  from  Frog- Mill  to  Gloucefter,  about  three 
miles  and  a half  from  Cheltenham,  ten  from  Glou- 
cefter, and  eleven  miles  north  of  Cirencefter. 


I 


The 


,1 
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The  united  waters  of  thefe  pure  fprings  are  fo 
Copious  as  to  drive  a corn-mill,  a little  below  their 
iburce,  and  fliape  their  courfe  through  Colefburn, 
Rendcombe,  North-Cerney,  and  fo  on  to  Ciren- 
celler;  thence  to  South-Cerney,  and  join  the 
Thames  above  Cricklade,  at  the  fame  place  with 
the  Ifis.  The  courfe  of  the  Churn  from  the  Seven 
Springs  to  tliis  place  is  twenty  miles  j that  of  the 
Ilis,  from  its  rife,  nine  miles  and  a half. 

Avon.  Briftol  Avon  takes  its  rife  at  Tetbury 
in  this  county,  which  it  quits  immediately,  and 
palTmg  by  Malmefbury,  Chippenham,  Bradford, 
and  Bath,  (where  it  is  navigable)  runs  to  Briftol, 
thence  to  Kingroad,  where  the  Briftol  fliips  firft 
fpread  tlieir  fails  when  outward-bound,  and  firft 
anchor  on  their  return  home.  This  river  wafhes 
the  Weftern  borders  of  Gloucefterftiire,  and  is 
the  boundary  between  it  and  Somerfetfhire  for 
about  twenty  miles. 

By  iith  and  i2th  of  William  III.  cap.  23, 
the  Adayor,  Burgefles,  and  Commonalty,  of  the 
city  of  Briilol,  are  confervators  of  the  Avon,  from 
above  the  bridge  there  to  Kingroad,  and  fo  down 
the  Severn  to  the  two  ifiarKls  called  the  Holmes. 
It  has  been  propofed  to  join  the  Avon  with  the 
'rhames  by  a canal,  and  fo  compleat  an  inland 
navigation  betwixt  London  and  Briftol,  which 
might  be  ealily  carried  into  execution  5 the  diftance 
between  the  rife  of  the  Ifis  and  the  Avon  being 
about  feven  miles. 

Befides  the  above,  there  are  feventeen  rivers  of 
lijfs  note  in  this  county,  among  wliich  the  Wye 
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has  but  little  claim  to  a place,  being  a boundary 
between  Gloucefterfhire  and  Moninouthfhire,  at 
Welfh  Bicknor,  and  at  St.  Briavels. 

Half  of  the  wooden  bridge  over  this  river  at 
Chepftow*  (near  its  confluence  with  the  Severn, 

at 


* Chepftow,  in  Monmouthfhire,  is  a place  of  great  anti- 
quity, fuppofed  to  be  built  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  ancient 
Roman  city  called  Venta  Silurum;  nothing  can  be  more 
delightful  than  the  fituation  of  this  place,  being  on  the  fide 
of  a hill  near  the  confl'^x  of  the  Wye  and  the  Severn,  fo  that 
there  is  a profpeft  of  both  thofe  rivers,  with  many  parts  of 
the  adjacent  country. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Wye  is  a ftrong  caftle,  which  for- 
merly ferved  as  a place  ot  defence,  and  belonged  to  the 
Clares,  Earls  of  Pembroke  and  Striguil,  or  Strighul,  or 
Strugel,  who  were  alfo  Lords  of  Chepllcni’ ; now  one  of  the 
titles  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  to  whom  the  callle  belongs. 
His  ancelfor  Charles,  who  took  the  name  of  Somerfet,  (fon 
of  Henry  Beaufort,  Duke  of  Somerfet)  maiTied  Elizabeth 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  William  Herbert  Earl  of  Hunting- 
don, and  Baron  of  Gower  and  Chepftow,  by  which  appella- 
tion he  had  fummons  to  Parliament,  Nov.  26,  1508,  zzd 
Henry  VII.  IJ14,  5th  Henry  VIII.  he  was  created  Earl  of 
Worcefter  and  Baron  of  Ragland.  Henry,  the  _5th  Earl, 
was  in  1641,  i6th  Charles  I.  created  Marquis  of  Worcefter, 
now  the  title  of  the  Duke’s  eldeft  fon.  Henry,  the  third 
Marquis,  being,  Dec.  a,  1682,  33d  Charles  II.  created  Dukt 
of  Beaufort. 

Of  the  above  family  of  the  Clares  Avas  Richard  de  Clare, 
furnamed  Su’ong-bow,  from  his  great  ftrength  and  fkill  in 
archery;  w’ho,  in  1171,  i6th  Henry  II.  with  Robert  Fitz- 
Stephen,  on  the  invitation  of  Dermot  King  of  Lcinfter,  went 
over  to  Ireland.  Fitz-Stephen  went  firft,  and  landed  with 
his  forces  at  AVaterford,  took  Wexford,  which  was  given 
him,  and  there  fettled  the  firft  Englilh  Colony  in  that  ifland. 

The 
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at  which  place,  at  the  new  and  full  moon,  is  one 
of  the  higheft  tides  known ; the  flood  rifing  fome- 
times  fixty  .feet)  is  repaired  by  Gloucefterflhire,  and 
the  other  half  by  Monmouthfliire. 

K 2 PRODUCE 


The  inhabitants  of  that  place  ftill  retain  our  ancient  garb, 
and  much  of  our  language,  with  a mixture  of  Irifh. 

Strongbow  married  Dermot’s  daughter,  and  on  his  death 
fucceeded  to  the  kingdom  of  Leinfter,  and  foon  reduced  the 
whole  ifland  to  fubmiflion ; at  that  time  it  was  divided  into 
(even  kingdoms,  (like  our  Heptarchy)  viz.  Connaught, 
Corke,  Leinfter,  Ollbiy,  Meath,  Limerick,  and  Ulfter;  of 
thefe,  Rodiric  king  of  Connaught  v'as  the  chief,  and  exer- 
cifed  the  fame  authority  over  the  others  as  our  Saxon  Mo- 
narchs  did  over  thofe  of  the  Heptarchy  while  it  lafted.  ft  is 
now  divided  into  four  large  provinces,  Ulfter,  Leinfter,  Muii- 
fter,  and  Connaught;  fubdivided  into  thirty-t^'o  counties 
or  ftiires,  has  four  Archbifhops,  and  eighteen  Biftiops. 

In  1172,  King  Henry  II.  went  over  himfelf  into  Ireland, 
and  landed  at  Waterford,  0£l.  18,  where  all  the  Irifti  vo- 
luntarily came  to  his  court,  and  with  emulation  ftrove  who 
ftiould  firft  fwear  allegiance  to  him;  thus  becoming  mafter 
of  the  ifland  without  violence,  he  kept  his  Chriftmas  at  Dub- 
lin, ftaid  fix  months  here,  and  on  his  departure  at  Eafter 
1173,  left  Hugh  de  Laci  to  govern  in  his  name,  with  the  title 
of  Jufticiary  of  Ireland.  He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  Strong- 
bow,  who  died  in  1176,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapter- 
houfe  of  the  Abbey  of  Gloucefter. 

Jan.  23,  1542,  32d  Henry  VIII.  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land confirmed  an  adl  palled  in  Ireland,  whereby  that  ifland: 
was  ere(fted  into  a kingdom,  and  thenceforward  the  kings 
of  England  added  to  their  titles  that  of  King  of  Ireland,  of 
which,  from  1210,  lith  John,  they  had  only  been  ftiled' 
Lords. 

Ireland  was  by  the  Britons  called  Yverdon ; by  the  Ro- 
mans Hibernia,  from  Ibernse,  a Phaenician  word,  fignifying* 

the 
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PRODUCE  of  the  COUNTY. 

Corn.* * 

Confidering  the  quantities  of  corn  brought  into 
the  county  from  Oxfordfhire  and  Berkfhire,  as 
well  as  from  Herefordlhire,  in  waggons,  and  from 
Upton  upon  Severn  by  water,  there  is  good  reafon 
to  think  that  the  corn  of  the  growth  of  this  county 
is  not  fufficient  for  its  inhabitants,  fo  vaft  a con- 
fumption  is  there  of  every  kind  in  the  manufac- 
turing and  populous  parts  of  the  (.nunty. 

Cheese. 

7’he  quantity  made  in  this  county  is  thus  ac- 
couritcd  for;  the  Vale,  allowing  for  the  Severn, 

500,000 


furtheh  habitation;  and  by  the  Saxons  Iren-land,  that  is, 
the  country  of  Iren  or  Erin.  Camden  iuppofes  Erin  to  he 
derived  from  an  Irifii  word  fignifying  Weft,  it  being  the- 
moft  Weftern  ifland  of  Europe. 

St.  Patrick  was  the  firft  Biftiop  In  Ireland:  he  was  car- 
ried captive  thither  from  Scotland  at  fixteen  years  of  age, 
and  died  491,  aged  laa.  He  is  the  tutelar  Saint  of  Ireland ; 
and  17th  of  March  1783,  i3dof  hisprefent  Majefty  George 
III.  the  moft  illuftrious  order  of  St.  Patrick  was  mftituted 
at  Dublin,  and  the  great  hall  in  the  caftle  proclaimed  from 
that  day  to  be  called  St.  Patrick’s  hall. 

* Water  mills  for  grinding  corn  were  invented  by  Bellir 
farius,  while  befieged  in  Rome  by  the  Goths  in  529. 

The  ancients  parched  their  com,  and  pounded  it  in  mor- 
tars. Afterw-ards  mills  were  Invented,  and  turned  by  men 
and  beafts  with  great  labour ; though  Pliny  mentions  wheels 
turned  by  water.  Windmills  were  invented  in  1299. 

Prices 
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500,000  acres,  of  whicli  350,000  is  in  pafture;  of 
tliefe  allow  1^8,000  for  miich  cattle,  at  three  acres 
to  a cow,  50,000  at  three  cwt.  of  cheefe  each, 
the  ufual  calculation,  7500  tons;  to  thefe  add 
about  500  tons  made  in  other  parts  of  tire  county, 

K 3 the 


1193 

to 

”95 

1205,  6th  John 

And  reafon  of  afroft  from 
January'  to  March, the  fame 
year,  for  a mark,  or  40^. 
fterling. 


1216 

- 

. 

izd. 

I23o 

- 

- 

2or. 

1315  - 

- 

- 

404. 

1316  - 

- 

- 

604. 

1335  - 

- 

- 

*40S. 

1454  - 

- 

- 

14. 

1493  - 

- 

- 

44. 

1527  - 

- 

- 

154. 

1558  - 

- 

- 

144. 

Prices  of  IVheat  at  different  periods  per  quarter. 

1 ■ - - : --m-. 

\%d. 


The  following  Is  a copy  of  the  firll  Afiize  of  Bread,  pro- 
claimed in  1202,  3d  of -John,  throughout  the  kingdom;  to 
be  fo  that  the  bakers  might  gain  three-pence  in  ever)''  quar- 
ter of  wheat  befides  the  bran,  and  two  loaves  for  the  oven, 
with  the  following  allowances : 


The  ASSIZE. 


d. 

For4fervants  2 
Two  boys  - I 
Salt  - - i 

Yeall  - - i 
Cdndle  - - i 
Wood  - - J 
Boulting  - I 

per  quarter  4^ 


Wheat  at 


per  quarter. 

White  Brown, 

5* 

d. 

0%. 

0%^ 

6 

0 The  quartern  loaf  well  16 

34 

5 

6 bak^d 

to  w'eigh  20 

2S 

5 

0 — 

34 

3» 

4 

6 — 

3a  - 

42 

4 

0 — 

36 

46 

3 

6 

43 

54 

3 

0 — 

48 

64 

2 

6 — 

54 

72 

2 

0 — 

62  4 

: 0 

I 

6 

77-4 

: 8 

* Equal  to  20s.  a bulhefnow. 


'T» 


< 
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the  produce  will  be  8000  tons;  which  at  2 81.  , 

per  ton,  or  about  four-pence,  per  pound,  the 
average  for  three  or  four  years  laft  part,  amounts  to  • 
224,000!.  The  greateft  part  is  fent  to  the  facSlors 
in  London,  befides  a great  deal  of  an  inferior  ■ ■ 
kind,  fold  in  proportion.  i 

The  i 


To  underftand  which,  obferve,  that  filver  was  then 
twenty-pence  an  ounce,  and  every  pound  of  money  was  a f 
pound  weight,  the  Ihilling  being  the  twentieth  part  of  fuch  j 
pound  weight;  whereas  now  every  pound  of  filver  (valuing  ! 
filver  at  63.  per  ounce)  makes  3I.  izs.  or  728.  fterling.  King 
John  was  thefirfl;  who  caufed  fterling  money  to  be  coined  t 
here.  ^ 

In  the  moft  ancient  times,  when  money  was  firft  coined  : 
in  this  ifland,  it  was  made  of  pure  gold  or  filver,  like  the 
Hungarian  ducats,  Venetian  zequins,  &c.  but  afterwards,  in 
"making  money,  it  being  found  convenient  to  have  a certain 
quantity  of  bafe  metal  (or  alloy)  mixed  with  the  gold  or 
filver,  tne  word  fterling  was  introduced  to  denote  the  exadl 
proportion  or  degree  of  finenefs  which  ought  to  be  retained 
in  coins  fo  compofed ; the  word  being  moft  probably  derived  -> 
from  the  Saxon  Jieore,  a rule  or  ftandard,  this  and  fterling  J 
being  fynonymous.  , 

Though  Camden  and  fome  others  derive  it  from  Eafter- 
ling  or  Efterling;  obfer\'ing,  that  in  the  reign  of  King  ; 
Richard  I.  money  coined  in  the  Eaft  parts  of  Germany  be- 
gan to  be  of  fpecial  requeft  in  England  on  account  of  its 
purity,  and  was  called  Eafterling  money;  and  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  parts,  called  Eafterlings,  were  foon  after 
fent  for  over,  to  perfedl  the  Englilh  money,  thence  called 
Sterling  for  Eafterling. 

The  original  intention  of  alloy  or  allay  was  to  give  the 
minted  metal  a due  hardnefs,  that  it  might  not  wafte  with 
wearing,  and  to  increafe  the  bulk  and  weight,  fo  as  to  coun- 
tervail the  charges  of  coining. 

The 
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The  befl:  cheefe  is  made  in  the  hundreds  of 
Berkeley,  Thonibury,  and  the  lower  divifion  of 
Grumbald’s  - Alh,  of  various  fizes,  from  ten 
pounds  to  a quarter  of  a hundred  weight  each. 
The  thick  fort  is  called  Double  Gloucefter  and 
Double  Berkeley,  and  ufually  fells  upon  the  fpot  ' 
at  fix-pence  per  pound,  about  33I.  12s.  per  ton. 

In 


The  proportion  of  alloy  is  two  carats,  or  eight  grains 
troy,  in  a pound  troy  of  gold ; and  eighteen  penny-weights 
in  a pound  troy  of  filver. 

The  weight  of  the  grain  ought  to  be  the  exacS  weight 
of  a grain  of  corn  well  dried,  taken  out  of  the  middle  of 
the  ear. 

The  alloy  ufed  in  gold,  is  filver  and  copper ; but  in  filver 
coin,  copper  only. 

izio.  King  John  being  in  Ireland,  on  account  of  fome 
commotions,  the  whole  ifland  was  reduced  to  the  King’s 
obedience  as  formerly;  and  before  his  return  he  caufed  the. 
laws  and  cuftoms  of  England  to  be  eftablifhed  for  the  future 
ill  Ireland;  And  the  fame  year  John  De  Grey,  Bifliop  of 
Norwich,  whom  he  made  his  julliciary  there,  caufed  money 
to  be  coined  at  Dublin,  of  the  fame  weight  and  finenefs  as 
in  England,  that  the  like  money  might  be  common  in  both 
kingdoms:  On  this  coin  King  John  was  lliled  Lord  of  Ire.- 
land,  being  the  firft  Englifli  King  who  had  that  title;  which 
was  alfo  given  him  on  his  Great  Seal ; and  on  the  counter 
feal,  Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitain. 

The  dukedom  of  Normandy  was  reduced  under  the  do- 
minion of  France,  and  united  again  to  that  monarchy  by 
Philip  II.  fumamed  L’Augufte,  1204,  5th  of  King  John’s 
reign,  he  being  the  12th  Duke  of  the  Norman  race  in  320 
years,  defeended  from  Rollothe  Dane,  who,  anno  876, 5th 
of  Alfred,  made^  a defeent  in  England ; but  found  that  wife 
Monarch  fo  well  prepared  to  receive  him,  that  defpairing  of 
procuring  a fettlenacnt  here,  he  refoIvCd  to  go  in  quell  of 

one 
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In  proportion  to  its  fize  and  thicknefs  it  fhould  be 
kept  to  a certain  age  to  make  it  f\t  for  the  table, 
and  when  in  perfection  it  furpafles  eveiy  other 
cheefe,  either  Englilh  or  foreign. 

Cyder 

Is  another  article',  of  which  more  is  made  thart 
confumed  in  the  county,  to  the  amount  perhaps 
of  5000I.  per  annum. 

Styre  cyder  is  almoft  peculiar  to  the  Foreft  of 
Dean,  and  yields  a moft  extraordinary  price  i but 
befides  this  particular  fort,  it  is  the  opinion  of  very 
competent  judges,  that  the  forefters  make  the  bell 
cyder  in  the  kingdom. 

In  the  year  1763,  though  the  crop  of  apples  was 
fo  great  that  vaft  quantities  of  them  were  fuffered 
to  rot  for  want  of  calks  to  put  the  cyder  in,  yet 
even  then  the  beft  old  Styre  fold  at  15I.  15s.  per 
hoglhead,  and  is  fince  advanced  to  twenty;  nor 
can  the  price  of  it  be  fixed,  being  chiefly  purchafed 
by  perfons  of  fortune;  And  it  is  aflerted,  that 
Gloucefierfliire  cyder  is  worth  more  in  the  maker’s 
cellar,  than  the  fineft  wines  in  the  world,  in  the 
refpeclive  countries  of  their  own  growth ; owing  to 
the  Styre  apple  not  being  a plentiful  bearer,  and  its 
cyder,  from  accidents  altogetlier  unaccountable,. 

parti- 


one  in  France,  where  Charles  the  Simple  granted  him  this 
dukedom.  The  Dukes  of  Normandy  and  Aquitain  are  ftill 
reprefented  at  the  coronation  of  our  fovereigns. 

All  the  pennies,  with  the  head  in  a triangle,  were  Irifli 
coin,  that  being  anciently  the  fliape  of  the  Irilh  harp. 
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particularly  liable  to  injury  in  keeping,  fo  tbat  its 
proving  good  is  \try  precarious. 

Cyder  of  three  forts  is  equally  one  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  Vale: — The  ftout- bodied,  rough, 
mafculine  cyder,  made  of  Longney  Ruflet,  Hag- 
ley  Crab,  Winter  Pippin,  &c.;  the  full-bodied, 
rich,  pleafant  cyder,  made  of  the  Harvey  Ruflet, 
Woodcock,  Golden  Pippin,  Winter  Quinning, 
&c.;  and  a third  fort  made  of  the  Bodnam  Apple, 
Fox  Whelp,  and  different  forts  of  kernel  fruit,  of 
a middle  nature  between  the  other  two,  as  parta- 
king of  the  properties  of  both. 

There  is  alfo  fome  Styre  made  in  the  Vale,  but 
not  in  that  perfeCtion  as  in  the  Foreft  of  Dean. 

Perry. 

The  bed  of  the  produce  of  this  county  is  made 
of  the  'Faunton  Squafh  Pear,  the  Barland  Pear, 
and  the  Mad  Pear.  His  Royal  Highnefs  Frederick 
Prince  of  Wales,  father  to  our  prefent  mod  gra- 
cious Sovereign,  on  a tour  through  this  county 
in  1750,  gave  it  the  name  of  Champagne  d’An- 
gleterre.  It  is  a delicious  fprightly  liquor  when  in 
perfection,  but  a perfori  heated  by  exercife  fhould 
not  drink  of  it  freely. 

Bacon. 

Gloucederfhire  Bacon  is  edeemed  very  good,  and 
large  quantities  of  it  are  annually  fent  to  London 
and  Bridol. 

Salmon 

Is  the  only  kind  of  fifh  fent  to  London  in  any 
quantity,  for  which  the  metropolis  pays  the  county 
. about  4000I.  per  annum. 


Coal. 
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Coal. 

Moft  places  In  this  county,  within  ten  or  twelve 
miles  E.  and  N.  E.  of  Briftol,  abound  in  coal 
mines,  fomething  of  the  nature  of  that  of  New- 
caftlej  and  even  the  fmall,*  when  wetted  and 
thrown  on  a good  fire,  melts  and  forms  into  a very 
durable  mafs. 

The 


* At  Liege  in  Germany  they  mix  the  fmall  duft  of  coal 
with  loam  or  clay,  and  a fufficient  quantity  of  water;  pound 
it  together  till  well  incorporated,,  then  make  it  up  in  forms 
which  they  call  hochets,  (near  the  fize  of  a brick)  thefe  are 
piled  up,  and,  when  dry,  make  as  good  and  lafting  a fire  as 
round  coal,  and  are  fold  very  cheap. 

In  the  Phllofophical  Tranfadllons,  No.  460,  p.  672, 
April  1741,  is  an  account  given  by  William  Hanbury,  efq; 
F.  R.  S.  of  thefe  hochets  or  coal-balls,  made  at  Liege,  which 
he  calls  fadlitious  coal ; and  fays  he  had  ufed  this  coal  and 
clay  mixed  upwards  of  ten  years,  in  his  kitchen,  laundjy, 
parlour  and  library,  and  by  experience  found  it  anfwer  very 
well,  being  a moft  excellent  fire  for  roafting,  heating  irons, 
or  warming  a room.  The  method  of  making  it  at  Liege  is 
by  mixing  one-third  of  undluous  clay  (fuch  as  brewers  ufe 
for  bungs,  quite  clear  of  fand,  gravel,  or  ftone)  and  two- 
thirds  of  coal  duft  ; though  it  is  not  always  neceftary  to  ufe 
fo  much  coal-duft,  as  fome  clay  will  do  if  mixed  half  and 
half,  which  muft  be  found  by  experience ; but  more  coal 
than  clay  is  always  the  beft. 

By  a printed  paper  produced  before  the  Royal  Society 
anno  1628,  it  appears  that  this  fuel  was  known  in  England 
at  that  time,  and,  according  to  the  author  of  that  paper,  was 
difcoyered  by  Hugh  Plat,  in  1594.  It  is  mentioned  alfo  by 
Ray,  in  his  Topographical  Obfervations,  8vo.  p.  58, 1673 ; 
and  an  account  of  it  is  printed  in  the  Ellays  for  the  month 
of  December  1716,  where  it  is  propofed  to  be  made  with  the 
black  oufe  of  the  river  Thames,  and  for  fourpence  per  buthel. 

Thefe 
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The  upper  part  of  the  county  is  fuppllecl  vsith 
coal  out  of  Shroplhire  down  the  Severn,  which 
bums  quick,  and  lively,  but  is  not  fo  durable. 
This  is  the  fort  ufed  at  Cheltenham,  generally 
fold  at  a guinea  per  ton,  and  in  fmall  quantities  at 
IS.  3d.  per  hundred  weight. 

Sir  Robert  Atkyns,  in  his  hiftory  of  this  county, 
fays,  “ That  if  a line  were  laid  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Severn  to  Newcaftle,  and  fo  pafled  round  the 
globe,  coal  is  to  be  found  within  a degree  of  that 
line,  and  fcarce  any  where  elfe  in  the  world.” 
What  grounds  he  can  have  for  fuch  an  affertion, 
it  is  difficult  to  determine.  And  a later  author, 
Mr.  Rudder,  treats  it  as  unaccountably  whimfical 
and  ridiculous,  as  fadls  and  experiments  are  and 
ever  will  be  wanting  to  fupport  it. 

Fi.sh. 

The  Severn,  befides  the  Salmon  it  produces  in 
great  plenty,  and  truly  excellent,  has  the  lhad, 
the  lamprey,  and  the  elver;  alfo  the  botchers,  or 
falmon  peel. 

The  (had  of  this  river  is  a fea-fi(h  of  the  her- 
ring kind,  by  naturalifts  called  Clupea,  the  flavour 
of  which  to  fome  perfons  is  very  grateful;  they 
fay  it  is  like  mackerel,  and  I take  it  to  be  the  fame 
with  what  is  called  the  horfe  mackerel  in  the 


Thefe  coal-balls,  I learnt,  are  made  in  fome  parts  of 
Wales;  and  it  is  furprifing  that  fome  fuch  mode  has  never 
been  adopted  by  the  poorer  people  in  England,  who  might 
pound  it  with  large  mallets,  or  fuch  as  the  paviours  ufe,  in- 
llcad  of  treading  on  it  as  the  women  do  abroad. 

Welt; 


C «o8  3 

■Weft;  they  are  brought  in  large  quantities  to 
Cheltenham,  and  fold  cheap.  The  lamprey  and 
lamprons,  (only  dift’ering  in  their  fize,  the  latter 
being  the  fmaller,  f6r  which  it  is  more  efpeciaily 
famed)  in  Latin  Lampetra,  alfo  Alabeta,  (from 
Alabes,  its  Greek  name)  Galexia,  and  Lumbricus 
Marinus,  is  a fpecies  of  the  Petromyzon.  It  is 
of  a dark  colour  on  the  back,  but  of  a iihe  clear 
light  blue  on  the  belly;  has  feveral  rows  of  teeth, 
but  no  back-bone  or  gills;  inftead  of  thefe  laft,  on 
each  fide  of  the  throat  are  feven  holes  to  receive 
water;  they  grow  to  the  weight  of  three,  and  even 
ten  or  twelve  pounds,  and  the  length  of  two  feet 
and  a half  or  upwards,  and  are  in  feafon  from  Ja- 
nuary to  March  and  April,  being  then  fatteft,  but 
in  the  fummer  months  are  harder  and  lean,  though 
at  all  times  much  efteemed  and  fcarce.  They  are 
potted  at  Gloucefter,  when  in  feafon,  in  pots  of 
different  lizes,  and  fent  all  over  the  kingdom. 

Some  authors  reckon  them  of  good  juice,  and 
to  be  preferred  before  all  filh.  Others,  that  they 
are  quite  otherwife,  and  that  unlefs  they  are  well 
cleaned,  boiled,  ftewed,  or  baked,  and  feafoned 
with  fpices,  they  are  hard  of  digeftion  and  un- 
wholfome. 

The  Severn  alfo  produces  the  Elver,  fo  called 
from  a fuppofition  that  they  are  young  eels,  but 
are  a fpecies  of  ti(h  which  the  editor  of  Camden, 
by  miftake,  fuppofes  not  to  be  found  in  any  county 
but  Somerfetfhire.  If  the  fpring  be  miRl  and 
open  they  generally  appear*  about  the  middle  of 
April,  when  they  cover  the  furface  of  the  water, 
more  efpeciaily  about  the  mouths  of  rivers  that 

empty 


[ 109  ] 

empty  themfelves  into  the  Severn.  They  are  of 
a dark  brown  colour,  about  two  or  three  inches 
long ; the  country  people  flam  them  up  in  great 
abundance,  fcour,  and  boil  them,  then  bring  them 
to  market  as  wdiite  as  fnow,  where  they  are  fold 
at  two-pence  per  pound.  They  are  either  fried  in 
cakes,  or  ftewed ; fome  ftew  them  with  faffron. 

Great  plenty  of  very  fine  eels,  the  produce  of 
the  Severn  and  the  rivers  flowing  into  it,  are  alfo 
brought  to  Cheltenham,  and  fold  from  3d.  to  4d. 
and  6d.  per  pound,  according  to  the  fize. 


Of  the  TRADE  and  MANUFACTURES 
of  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

The  manufactures  are.  Woollen  Cloths  of 
various  forts.* 

Many  centuries  ago  the  city  of  Gloucefter  was 
famous  for  its  cloth  manufacture,  where  Brook- 

L flreet, 


* The  clothing  trade  is  fo  confiderable  in  this  county, 
that  the  other  manufatflures  hardly  deferve  to  be  mentioned. 
It  is  computed  that  50,000  cloths  are  made  yearly  in  it. 

Wool  was  firft  manufadlured  in  England  in  1185,  3ift 
Henry  II.  but  no  quantity  of  cloth  was  made  till  1331,  4th 
Edward  III.  when  John  Kempe  brought  the  art  of  weaving 
woollen  cloth  into  England  from  Brabant,  and  fettled  at 
York;  and  feventy  famdies  of  cloth-workers  came  from  the 
Netherlands,  by  King  Edward’s  invitation,  which  may  be 
looked  upon  as  the  aera  of  the  introduction  of  the  art  of 
making  fine  cloths  in  this  kingdom. 


13371 
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(h-eet,  fituated  on  Full-Brook,  was  the  place  of 
habitation  for  clothiers,  dyers,  and  (heannen ; and 
even  as  lately  as  1629,  there  was  a company  of 
clothiers  in  that  city. 

It  was  confiderable  at  Cirencefter  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  IV.  who  granted  a charter  to  a company 
of  weavers  there,  which  ftill  fubfifts,  and  it  has 

flourifhed 


1337,  nth  Edward  III.  in  a Parliament  held  about  the 
middle  of  March,  it  was  enadled,  “ that  no  wool  of  Eng- 
lifh  growth  fliould  be  exported,  and  that  all  cloth-workers 
fhould  be  received  from  whatever  foreign  part  they  came, 
and  encouraged.” 

1340,  Thomas  Blanket  and  fome  others,  inhabitants  of 
Briftol,  fet  up  looms  in  their  own  houfes.  Before  this  the 
cuftom  upon  unmanufadlured  woo!  exported  amounted,  at 
50s.  per  fack,  to  250,000!.  per  annum ; this  exceffive  cuftom 
fet  our  people  to  work,  inftrudicd  and  afiifted  by  the  fo- 
reigners from  Ghent  and  Louvain,  which  two  places,  from 
the  tenth  century  to  this  period,  had  furniftied  the  greateft 
part  of  Europe,  and  even  England,  with  cloths  manufodlured 
from  its  own  wool.  Some  fay  their  ti’ade  continued  to 
flourilh  till  the  fifteenth  century. 

1568,  loth  Elizabeth,  on  the  Duke  of  Alva’s  perfecution 
of  the  Proteftants  in  the  Netherlands,  weavers,  dyers,  cloth- 
drapers,  linen-makers,  filk  throwllers,  &c.  came  over  from 
Flanders,  and  fettled  at  Canterbur^"^,  Norwich,  Sandwich, 
Colchefter,  Maidftone,  Southampton,  &c.  and  taught  the 
Englilh  the  art  of  making  Baize,  Serges,  Norwich  Crapes, 
&c.  The  Baize-Makers  chiefly  fettled  at  Colchefter. 

1579,  Several  of  the  provinces  of  the  Low  Countries 
fhook  off  the  Spanifli  government,  then  under  Philip  II.  and 
founded  the  Republick  of  Holland,  or  Seven  United  Pro- 
vinces ; and  in  1 609  were  by  the  Spaniards  acknowledged 
independent:  Ten  ftill  remained  to  Spain,  now  called  die 
Auftrian  Netherlands. 


Towards 
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flourifhed  at  different  times  in  various  other  parts 
of  the  county.  But  nature  pointing  out  the  moft 
convenient  fituation  for  carrying  on  this  manu- 
facture, which  requires  plenty  of  water  for  driving 
the  fulling  mills,  and  fcouring  of  wool,  it  has  long 
fince  been  feated  principally  on  the  borders  of  the 
little  rivers  and  brooks  in  the  parilhes  of  Bifley, 
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Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fixteehth  century,  and  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  exportation  of  any  wool  at  all 
was  abfolutely  prohibited,  upon  pain  of  havjng  the  right 
hand  ftruck  off.  From  that  time  England  has  been  ex- 
ceedinglyjealous  of  its  wool ; and  to  promote  their  vigilance, 
the  Judges,  King’s  Counfel  at  Law,  and  Mafters  in  Chan- 
cery, are  in  Parliament  feated  on  wool-packs.  Accordingly, 
fcarce  a parliament  paffes  but  the  prohibition  has  been 
renewed;  and  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  century  the 
exporting  wool  was  made  a capital  crime.  As  the  manufac- 
ture now  Hands  in  the  kingdom,  the  produce  of  it  is  com- 
puted to  be  eight  millions  per  annum;  three- fourths  con- 
fumed  at  home,  the  reft  exported. 

Linen  was  firft  made  in  England  in  the  year  1253,  37th 
Henry  III.  w'hen  the  luxurious  began  to  wear  linen,  but  the 
generality  woollen  Hurts. 

Table  linen  was  very  fcarce  in  England  1320,  13th  Ed- 
ward 11.  but  1386,  9tn  Richard  II.  a company  of  linen- 
weavers  from  the  Netherlands  fettled  in  London.  From  a 
fimilar  perfecution  of  the  Proteftants  in  France  by  Louis 
XrV.  1685,  ift  James  II.  on  the  revocation  of  the  edidt  of 
Nanti  (paffed  1598  by  Heniy  IV.  of  France,  by  which  they 
enjoyed  toleration  in  that  kingdom)  50,000  of  them  came 
into  England,  fome  thoufands  of  whom  fettled  in  Spital- 
fields,  London,  and  carried  on  the  filk  manufa<5lory,  where 
their  defendants  ftill  remain;  others  brought  the  art  of 
making  cryftal  glaffes  for  watches,  and  pidlures,  and  jewel- 
lery, to  the  greateft  perfedlion,  befides  many  other  curious 
arts  and  raanufadlories,  now  flourifliing  in  this  kingdom. 
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Hampton,  Stroud,  Painfwick,Woodchefter,  Horf- 
Jey,  Stonehoufe,  Stanley,  Uley,  Durfley,  Wotton- 
Underedge,  and  neighbouring  places  of  lefs  note, 
where  the  mafter  clothiers  live;  but  the  women 
and  children  all  over  the  county  are  employed  in 
carding  of  wool  and  fpinning  of  yarn. 

This  manufadlure  is  divided  into  four  branches : 


^'he  country  or  inland  trade,  which  yields  about 
250,000!.  per  annum. 

The  army  trade,  and  that  with  the  drapers  in 
London,  ioo,o®ol.  per  annum. 

The  Turkey  trade,  50,000!.  per  annum. 

The  Eaft-India  Company  trade,  200,000!.  per 
ann. — 'Fota!  for  tliis  county  only,  half  a million. 

Iron  Manufacture. 

In  the  Foreft  of  Dean  are  feveral  furnaces  and 
forges  that  afford  employment  for  great  numbers 
of  miners,  colliers,  carriers,  and  other  labourers ; 
and  by  mining,  which  is  the  chief  employment  of 
the  poor  here,  it  is  faid  they  can  earn  more  than 
any  common  labourers  whatever  elfewhere.  The 
Forellers  boaft  of  their  independency,  and  fay, 
“ that  the  produce  of  their  own  county  is  fuffi- 
eient  for  them  without  being  obliged-to  any  other 
part  of  the  kingdom.” 

At  Froombridge,  in  the  parifli  of  Frampton 
upon  Severn,  is  one  of  the  completeft  fet  of  mills 
for  making  iron  and  Jieel  ware  in  the  kingdom. 

The 
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The  proprietors  of  wliich  have  alfo  a tin-pktC' 
work  at  Framilode.* 

Brass  Works. 

There  are  two,  one  at  the  Baptlft  Mills,  near 
Briftol,  and  the  other  at  Warmley  in  the  pari(h 
of  Bitton ; both  carried  on  by  companies  of  large 
property. 

Pins. 

At  GloiTceder  is  a very  valuable  manufacflory,, 
which  in  the  year  1626,  on  the  decline  of  the 
clothing  tri’de,  that  the  poor  inhabitants  might 
not  be  deititute  of  employment,  was  by  John 
T'ifley,  to  his  great  honour,  brought  to  this  place;, 
where  it  was  fo  properly  encouraged  and  promo- 
ted, that  at  prefent  the  manufacture  returns  about 
20,000!.- per  annumf  from  London,  befides  a very 
extenfive  trade  with  the  country. 

L 3 Cardsi 


* Till  the  year  1563  the  Englifli  iron  wire  was  all  made 
and  drawn  by  main  ftrength  alone,  in  the  Foreft  of  Deaa 
and  elfewhere,  and  the  greateft  part  of  iron  wire  and  ready- 
made wool-cards  were  imported ; but  at  the  above  period 
the  Germans  introduced  the  drawing  it  by  a mill.  The 
firll  of  which  in  England  was  eredled  by  Godfrey  Box,  of 
Liege,  in  1590. 

f Pk®  were  brought  from  France,  and  firft  made  in  Eng- 
land in  the  year  I543j  before  which  invention  both  fexes; 
ufed  ribbons,  loop-holes,  laces  with  points  and  tags,  clafps,, 
hooks  and  eyes,  and  Ikewers  of  brafs,  filver,  and  gold;  alfo. 
the  prickles  of  thorns  curioufly  fcraped,  trimmed  and  dried,, 
called  by  the  poor  women  in  Wales  Pin  Draen,  have  fervedi 
with  them  for  the  purpofe  of  pins,  and  are  ufed  to  tliis  ciay» 
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Cards  for  clothiers  ufef^  at  Durfley,  Stroud,  and 
W otton-  U nderedge. 

Scarlet  Dying^\  fcarcely  done  any  where  in  equal 
perfedlion  as  at  Stroud. 

Worjied  combing,  at  Gloucefter,  Cirencefter, 
Tewkefbury,  and  Tetbury. 

Stocking  Frame  Knitting,X  at  Cirencefter, 
T ewkelbury,  Newent,  and  a few  villages  in  their 
neighbourhood. 

Carpet 


* BUhop  Blaize,  patron  of  the  wool-combers,  invented 
the  card  for  combing  of  w'ool;  he  fuffered  martyrdom  in 
the  reign  of  Dioclefian,  anno  304. 

-j-  The  art  of  fcarlet  dying  was  invented  an.  1000.  Till 
1608,  6th  James  I.  the  Englilh  were  not  fkilled  in  the  art  of 
drefiing  and  dying  Englilh  woollen  manufadlures,  but  fent 
them  into  Holland  white,  and  the  Hollanders  fent  them  back 
w’hen  dyed,  and  fold  them  in  England;  but  in  this  year  Al- 
derman Cockaine,  intimating  to  the  King  and  Minilby  that 
a great  profit  would  accrue  to  England  if  the  cloths  were 
drefled  at  home,  obtained  a patent  to  drefs  and  dye  them, 
cxclufive  of  all  others ; and  a proclamation  was  publilhed, 
forbidding  all  perfons  to  fend  any  white  cloths  abroad  ; 
\ w'^hereupon  the  Hollanders  prohibited  the  importation  of 
dyed  cloths  from  England:  this  prohibition,  and  Cockaine’s 
dying  and  drefiing  them  worfe  and  dearer  than  they  were 
in  Holland,  obliged  the  King  to  grant  the  exportation  of  a 
certain  quantity,  and  little  by  little  the  trade  returned  into 
its  old  track.  The  art  of  dying  was  afterwards  brought 
from  the  Low  Countries  by  one  Brewer,  in  1643,  and  firft 
ufed  at  Bow  near  Stratford. 

if  The  Stocking  frame  was  invented  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Lee  of  Cambridge,  1589,  31ft  of  Elizabeth. 
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Carpet  Weavings  lately  brought  to  Cirencefter 
by  two  perfons,  who  make  all  the  various  fizes 
and  patterns  with  good  fuccefs. 

The  heavy  Edge-Tools  made  at  Cirencefter  are 
in  great  reputation.  T wo  families  here  have  for 
fome  time  enjoyed  unrivalled  the  branch  of  making 
knives  for  curriers  to  fhave  the  leather,  which  the 
people  of  Birmingham  are  faid  to  have  attempted 
in  vain. 

Harrateens^  Cheneys^  and  a few  other  woollen 
fluffs,  are  made  at  Cirencefter,  and  fent  white  to 
London. 

Paper.  Fine  Writing  Paper*  is  made  at  Poft- 
lip  in  the  parifh  of  Winchcombe,  at  Quenington, 
and  at  Abbenhall;  the  brown  fort  at  a few  other 
4)laces  in  the  county. 

Felt  Hat5\  are  made  at  Frampton-Cotterel,  and 
employ  a great  many  hands. 

Rug 


• Paper  was  firft  invented  in  the  time  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  about  three  hundred  and  forty  years  before  Chrift. 
None  made  of  cotton  till  A.  D.  looo.  The  firft  made  of 
linen  rags  in  1179  by  a German.  The  manufailure  intro- 
duced into  England  atDartford  in  Kent,  1588,  30th  Eliza- 
beth, though  fcarcely  any  but  brown  paper  was  made  till 
1687,  when  white  paper  began  to  be'made. 

F Men’s  hats  were  invented  at  Paris  by  a Swifs,  1404, 
and  firft  worn  in  England  in  the  reign  of* Henry  VII.  in  the 
fourth  year  of  which,  1489,  a ftatute  pafled,  “ that  ho 
capper  or  hatter  fliould  fell  any  hat  above  is.  8d.  or  cap 
above  zs.  8d.” 


Hats 
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Rug  and  Blanket  ManufaSiure^*  at  Nailfworth, 
Durlley,  Nibley,  and  other  places  of  the  clothing 
country. 

Wooljlapling^  or  breaking  the  wool,  at  Gloucefter,. 
Cirencefter,  and  Tetbury. 


The  CITY  of  GLOUCESTER. 

THE  ancient  Britifh  name  was  Caer  Glow, 
Caer  fignines  a city,  and  Glow  fair ; a name  it  well 
deferves,  being  a fair  city,  firft  built  by  Arviragusf 
A.  D.  47,  in  honour  of  Claudius  the  5th  Roman 

Emperor, 


Hats  were  firft  manufaAured  in  London  by  Spaniards  in 
1510,  2d  Henry  VIII.  Before  this  time,  men  and  women 
generally  wore  clofe  knit  woollen  caps. 

In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  high-crowned  hats  were 
worn  by  the  men;  and  1571, 13th  fame  reign,  a law  palled, 
enadling,  “ that  every  perfon  above  feven  years  of  age, 
ftiould  on  Sundays  and  Holidays  wear  a cap  of  wool,  knit- 
made,  thickened  and  drefled  in  England  by  fome  of  tlie 
trade  of  cappers,  under  the  forfeiture  of  three  farthings  for 
every  day’s  negledl;  excepting  maids,  ladies,  and  gentle- 
women, and  every  lord,  knight,  and  gentleman  of  twenty 
marks  land,  and  their  heirs,  and  fuch  as  have  borne  office 
of  worfliip  in  any  city,  town  or  place,  and  the  wardens  of 
the  London  companies. 

♦ So  called  without  doubt  from  Thomas  Blanket,  who 
in  1340  firft  fet  up  looms  for  weaving  in  Briftol. 

•j*  Authors  differ  much  concerning  Arviragus ; fome  fay 
he  could  not  have  married  Claudius’s  daughter,  as  he  flou- 
riftied  in  die  time  of  Domitian,  according  to  Juvenal;  fo  he 

might. 
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Emperor,  whofe  daughter  he  is  faid  to  have  mar- 
ried. Antoninus  Pius,  the  i6th  Emperor,  called 
it  Glevum. 

It  was  anciently  a famous  ftation  of  the  Ro- 
mans, who,  when  they  fubdued  this  part  of  the 
illand,  were  under  the  necelfity  of  planting  a co- 
lony here  governed  by  a Conful,  (Comes)  becaufe 
of  tlie  incurfions  of  the  Silures,*  inhabitants  of 
the  fouthem  part  of  Wales,  who  were  the  laft  that 
confented  to  fubmit  to  the  Roman  yoke.  ' 

The  Legion  at  this  place  was  called  Colonia 
Glevum.  Their  confular-way,  called  the  Ermine- 
ftreet,  beginning  at  St.  David’s  in  the  county  of 
Pembroke,  paffes  through  this  city,  and  reaches 
as  far  as  Southampton  in  Hampfhire,  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  join  the  northern  military  way,  called  by 

Dugdale 


and  yet  be  the  perfon  who  withflocd  Claudius  on  his 
arrival  in  Britain,  an.  44.  Domitian  began  his  reign  an. 
81.  Thus  Arviragus,  called  alfo  Meurigus,  might  flourifn 
in  both  thefe  reigns.  He  was  the  youngelt  fon  of  Kimbeli- 
nus  or  Cymbeline,  who  reigned  in  Britain  at  the  time  of  the 
birth  of  our  Saviour ; whofe  gofpel  was  fii’fl  preached  in 
this  ifland  in  the  reign  of  Arviragus,  an.  63,  by  Jofeph  of 
Arimathea,  and  eleven  more  of  the  difciples  of  Philip ; and 
though  Arviragus  and  his  nobles  did  not  embrace  it,  yet 
they  favoured  the  preachers. 

Arviragus  died  an.  87,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Ma- 
rius, grandfather  to  Lucius  the  firfl  ChriAian  King.  Both 
he  and  Arviragus  are  faid  to  have  been  buried  at  GlouceAer. 

* The  Silures,  the  braveA  and  moA  powerful  of  all  the 
Britons,  could  not  be  tamed  either  by  clemency  or  feverity. 
An.  52,  OAorius  died  with  grief  that  he  could  not  Aop  the 
progrefs  of  their  vidlories. 
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Dugdale  Via  Icenorum,  or  Ikeland-ftreet,  which 
went  from  Tinmouth  through  the  counties  of 
York,  Derby,  Leicefter,  Warwick,  Gloucefter, 
Oxford,  and  fo  to  Winchefter  and  Southampton, 
at  fome  fmall  diftance  from  this  laft  place. 

From  the  laws  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr  it  ap- 
pears, that  very  confiderable  immunities  and  pri- 
vileges were  granted  to  thefe  ways ; among  others, 
they  had  the  King’s  peace,  i.  e.  fecurity  of  life 
and  goods,  and  upon  them  the  perfons  or  men  in 
all  cafes  were  free  from  arrefts,  and  their  goods 
from  diftrefs. 

This  city  was  firfl:  won  from  the  Britons  by 
Chevline,  the  third  King  of  the  Weft-Saxons, 
A.  D.  570,  foon  after  the  fatal  battle  of  Dirham* 
in  this  county,  and  was  governed  by  a portgreve; 
from  their  hands  it  was  wrefted  by  the  Alercians, 
whofe  kingdom  began  in  582,  and  under  them 
flourifhed  with  great  honour}  they  kept  poflelhon 
of  it  till  the  Heptarchy  was  diflblved,  when  from 
a variety  of  circumftances  it  appears  to  have  been 
one  of  the  moft  confiderable  places  in  this  part  of 
the  ifland,  and  that  many  of  the  Englilh  nobility 
refided  here. 

According  to  Domefday-Bookf  it  paid  twenty- 
fix  pounds  yearly  to  the  King,  which  being  pounds 

of 


* Dirham  is  nine  miles  from  Bath. 

•f  Where  it  is  ftiled  a city,  when  few  other  places  had  ob- 
tained that  title,  and  London  bore  tlie  name  of  Burgh,  which 
might  mean  the  fame. 
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of  filver,  amounted  to  78I.  equal  (according  to  the 
fpecific  value  of  money  at  prefent,  compared  with 
that  of  the  above  period)  to  1,7 rol.  iielides  the 
above  fum,  it  was  obliged  to  furnifli  the  King 
every  year  with  twelve  fextaries  of  honey  of  eight 
quarts  each,  and  thirty-fix  dicres  of  iron  of  ten 
bars  each,  and  one  hundred  rods  of  iron  to  make 
nails  for  the  King’s  (hips;*  befides  fome  other 
fmall  cuftoms  for  the  King’s  houlhold. 

In  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  Confeflbrf  it 
was  an  ancient  borough,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
were  ftiled  the  BurgelTes  of  the  town  of  Gloucefter; 
and  fo  they  continued  to  be,  till  King  JohnJ  by  his 

letters 


* Forging  of  iron  feems  to  have  been  at  that  time  its 
principal  manufaiflory. 

-j-  He  was  the  feventh  fon  of  Ethelred  by  Queen  Emma, 
and  the  firll  King  who  collecflcd  all  the  laws  of  his  prede- 
celTors  into  one  book,  the  origin  of  our  common  law.  The 
firft  alfo  who  figned  his  patents  with  the  feal  now  called  the 
King’s  Broad  Seal,  or  Great  Seal;  Lambard  affirms  King 
Edward  brought  the  ufe  of  it  from  Normandy,  and  with  it 
the  name  of  Chancellor.  He  made  choice  of  this  place  to 
entertain  his  brother-in-law  Euflace,  Earl  of  Boulogne,  when 
on  a vifit  to  him  in  1051,  and  held  a great  alTembly  of  his 
nobles  in  the  ancient  building  in  the  monaftery,  now  called 
the  Long  Work-houfe,  where  Henry  I.  afterw'ards  held  a 
like  alTembly. 

J King  John  being  befieged  in  the  Tower  of  London  by 
the  Barons,  headed  by  Robert  Fitz-Walter  the  general,  he 
agreed  to  meet  them  at  Runnemede,  (or  the  Mead  of  Coun- 
cil, as  treaties  concerning  the  peace,  of  the  kingdom  had  in 
ancient  times  been  held  there)where  he  granted  tJiem  Magna 
Charts,  the  great  charter  of  the  Englim  liberties,  confifting 
of  feventy-nine  articles,  figned  by  him  in  Runnemede,  be- 
tween 
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letters  patent  incorporated  them,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  keeping  a market.  He  alfo  enlarged  its 
jurifdidfion  over  feveral  places  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  granted  them  power  to  hold  places  of 
the  crown,  keep  a coroner,  behde  many  other  va- 
luable privileges,  which  it  ftill  enjoys.  His  fon 
Henry  HI.*  was  crowned  in  the  Abbey  here  1216. 

King 


tween  Windlefore  [Windlbr]  and  Stanes,  [Staines]  on  the 
15th  of  June  IXI5,  in  the  17th  year  of  his  reign.  Two 
copies  of  this  charter,  as  old  as  King  John’s  tinae,  one  with 
the  broad  feal,  are  now  in  the  Cotton  Library. 

At  the  fame  time  he  granted  tlie  charter  of  forefts,  con- 
fifting  of  eighteen  articles,  of  which  there  is  no  original  ex- 
tant, or  any  copy  older  than  the  firft  of  Homy  III.  iai6, 
•when  he  confirmed  them  both. 

Some  hiflorians  date  the  sera  of  our  Parliaments  from  the 
meeting  in  Runncmede ; but  the  firft  writs  for  Sheriffs  to 
return  two  ICuights  of  the  Shire  as  reprefentatives  of  each 
county,  and  for  each  city  and  borough  to  fend  as  many 
citizens  and  burgeffes,  were  iffued  January  20,  1265,  49th 
Henry  HI.  and  may  more  properly  be  reckoned  the  epocha 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  its  prefent  ftate.  The  firft 
Parliament,  in  -w'hich  the  Lords  and  Commons  fat  together, 
■w’’as  held  1330,  4th  Edward  III.  in  a building,  now  a barn, 
at  Eltham  in  Kent,  where  formerly  w'as  a royal  palace. 

King  John  was  the  firft  of  the  Kings  of  England  who 
wrote  himfelf  in  his  grants  in  the  plural  number,  nos,  we, 
pro  jiobh  et  bv redibus  nojlris,  for  us  and  our  heirs ; all  before 
him  -w-rote  E^-o,  I,  &c. 

* King  Henry  III.  reigned  56  years  and  4 weeks;  he 
firft  fixed  the  weights  and  meafures  as  follows: 

An  Englifh  penny,  called  a fterllng,  (our  penny-weight) 
round  and  -vrithout  clipping,  was  to  weigh  32  ■wheat  corns, 
taken  out  of  the  midft  of  the  ear. 


20  fuch 
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King  Edward  I.  in  the  fixth  year  of  his  reign, 
A.  D.  1278,  held  a parliament  here,  wherein  were 
enaiSled  feveral  good  laws  concerning  the  liberties 
and  franchifes  cJ  the  nation,  now  called  The  Sta- 
tutes of  Gloucejier,  and  are  often  quoted  in  the 
courts  of  law. 

Richard  II.  alfo  held  a parliament  here  in  1378, 
and  was  lodged  in  the  monallery  with  his  whole 
court. 

Richard  III.  who  had  been  Duke  of  Glou- 
cefter,  had  fuch  a refpeft  for  this  city,  that  he 
made  it  a county  incorporate  under  a Mayor, 
Aldermen,  &c.  and  added  to  it  the  hundreds  of 
Dudftone  and  King’s-Barton,  gave  it  the  fword 
and  cap  of  maintenance,  with  many  other  privi- 
leges, of  which  it  does  not  feem  to  have  availed 
itfelf;  as  in  the  27th  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
VIII.  1536,  an  order  was  made,  that  if  any  perfon 
fufFered  his  houfe  to  fall  to  decay,  and  did  not  re- 
build it  within  tliree  years,  he  was  to  lofe  his  title 
to  his  freehold,  and  the  lord  of  the  manor  was 
at  liberty  to  build  upon  it ; and  if  he  negledled  to 
do  it  in  three  years,  then  the  corporation  might 
build  for  their  own  ufe;  and  on  their  negledf  for 
three  years,  the  tirft  owner  might  re-enter:  which 
ftatute  had  its  defired  effect,  and  the  city  was  foon 

M rebuilt. 


20  fuch  pennies 
12  ounces 
8 pounds 
8 gallons  of  wine 
8 buihels 


I ounce 
I pound 

I gallon  of  wine 
a London  bulhel 
one  quarter. 
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rebuilt.  Henry  VIII.*  confirmed  all  former 
grants  and  charters ; and  on  erecting  a bifhoprick 
here  Sept.  3,  1541,  39th  of  his  reign,  by,  a parti- 
cular claufe  in  his  charter,  ordered  that  the  whole 
town  be  thenceforth  and  for  ever  a city. 


* In  September  1511,  King  Henry  finilhed  his  book 
againfl  Luther,  concerning  the  Seven  Sacraments,  on  which 
Pope  Leo  Xth  called  an  AfTembly  of  the  Cardinals,  and 
after  a long  debate,  what  title  would  be  moll  proper,  gave 
him  the  glorious  one  of  ‘ Defender  of  the  Faith-,'  which, 
by  a bull  then  drawn  up,  was  confirmed  on  him  and  the 
Kings  of  England,  his  fuccefibrs,  March  za,  1531,  at  a 
general  convocation  of 'the  clergy,  he  was,  for  his  zeal 
agalnll  the  Lutherans,  acknowledged  foie  proteiflor  and 
fupreme  head  of  the  church;  a title  confirmed  by  Parlia- 
ment 1534,  when  the  papal  authority  was  entirely  abolllhed 
in  England,  and  the  firll-fruits  and  tenths  granted  to  the 
King.  An  adl  was  alfo  pafled,  that  when  a bilhoprick  be- 
came vacant,  theKinglhouldfor  the  future  fend  tothechapter 
a Conge  d’Elire,  (or  permilfion  to  chufe)  and  in  cafe  the 
eledlion  was  not  over  in  twelve  days  after  inch  licence,  then 
to  belong  to  the  Sovereign.  This  reformation  was  for- 
warded by  Edward  VI.;  and  in  1548,  the  fecond  of  his 
reign,  the  church  fervice  was  firft  fung  in  Englllh. 

The  name  of  Proteftants  began  at  the  diet  of  Spires  1529, 
when  feveral  of  the  German  Hates  protelled  againfl  a decree 
of  the  diet  to  fupport  the  dodlrines  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
— ^The  protelling  Hates  -were,  the  Eleclors  of  Saxonv  and 
Brandenburgh,  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  and  the  Princes  of 
Lunenburgh. 

A.  name  given  by  way  of  contempt  to  the  CalvinlHs  of 
of  France,  had  its  rife  in  1560,  but  authors  are  not  agreed 
as  to  its  origin.  The  moll  plaufible  opinion,  however,  is 
that  of  Pnfquier,  who  obferves  that  at  Tours,  where  they 
were  firH  thus  denominated,  the  people  had  a notion  that  an 
apparition  called  King  Hugon,  Hrolled  about  the  Hreets  in 
the  night  time:  whence,  as  thofc  of  the  Reformed  Religion 
met  chiefly  in  the  night  to  pray,  they  called  them  Huguenots 
or  Difciples  of  King  Hugon. 

< > 
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Til  1671,  22d  Charles  II.  this  city  forfeited  Its 
charter,  which  was  fuiTendered,  and  was  the  firft 
that  King  took  into  his  hands ; upon  proper  ap- 
plication, April  13,  1673,  24th  of  his  reign,  their 
former  privileges  were  confirmed,  and  it  was 
eredled  into  a free  city  and  county  of  itfelf  for 
ever,  but  it  coft  the  corporation  679I.  4s.  9d.  to 
procure  this  charter;  by  which  the  corporation 
mufi:  confill  of  thirty  members  “^at  leafc,  but  can- 
not exceed  forty,  of  whom  the  Mayor  and  Aider- 
men  are  twelve,  the  reft  common-council.  Every 
fon  of  a burgefs  is  free  born,  and  as  fuch  entitled 
to  his  freedom. 

In  September  1790,  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter,  with  his  fon  Prince  William 
of  Gloucefter,  paid  a vifit  to  the  Right  Rev.  the 
Biftiop  of  Gloucefter  Dr.  Richard  Beadon,  at  the 
palace,  and  were  prefent  at  the  meeting  of  the 
'I'hree  Choirs,  which  was  more  numerous  than  was 
known  to  have  been  for  many  years,  it  being  faid 
there  were  1 200  people  prefent.  Madame  Mara 
fung  each  of  the  three  days,  and  the  band  was  well 
felecied  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Mutlow. 

Saturday  Sept.  1 1 th,  the  Mayor  and  Corporation 
waited  on  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  prefent  him  the 
freedom  of  the  city,  as  alfo  to  his  fon.  Sunday 
he  attended  divine  fervice  at  the  cathedral,  and  af- 
terwards went  to  Cheltenham,  where  Mr.  Moreau 
had  the  honour  to  prefent  to  him  his  Cheltenham 
'T'our,  and  his  Medal. 

The  city  of  Gloucefter,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  is 
very  handfome,  three  miles  in  circumference,  and 
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the  capital  of  the  furrounding  county,  to  which  it 
gives  name.  It  is  fituated  in  lat.  51.  49.  long. 
I or  miles  weft  from  London,  in  the  midft  of  the 
fine  and  extenfive  vale  of  Gloucefter,  by  fome 
called  the  vale  of  Evefliam,  but  moft  writers  have 
given  it  the  former  name.  It  is  37  miles  N.  N.  E. 
from  Briftol,  25  S.  W.  from  Worcefter,  32  S. 
from  Hereford,  26  E.  from  Monmouth,  and 
from  Cheltenham,  commonly  called  10.  The 
river  Severn  flows  on  the  Weft  fide  of  it,  where 
is  a convenient  quay  and  wharf;  it  is  the  firft  port 
upon  that  river,  with  its  proper  officers,  viz.  a 
cuftomer  and  colleftor,  a comptroller,  a fearcher,  a 
furveyor,  and  two  boatmen ; a privilege  granted  to 
this  city  by  Queen  Elizabeth,*  by  charter  dated 
the  20th  of  June,  in  the  22d  year  of  her  reign. 

From  the  middle  of  the  city,  where  the  four 
principal  ftreets  meet,  there  is  a defeent  every  way, 
which  makes  it  not  only  clean  and  healthy,  but 
adds  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  place. 

The  four  ftreets,  well  paved  and  enlightened 
by  lamps,  are,  the  Weftgate,  wliich  is  the  princi- 
pal ftreet,  being  938  yards  (above  half  a mile)  long, 
from  the  top  to  the  Weftgate;  the  Eaftgate-ftreet 
is  294  yards,  from  the  croffing  of  the  four  prin- 
cipal ftreets  to  the  Eaftgate;  the  upper  Nortligate- 

ftreet 


♦ When  the  Spanifli  Armada  threatened  an  invafion,  the 
«ity  of  Glouceiler  armed  one  hundred  men  for  the  Queen’s 
fervice.  The  Queen  alfo  encouraged  the  Reformation,  and 
after  a reign  of  44  years,  4 months,  and  7 days,  expired 
24th  of  March,  O.  S.  1603,  aged  70,  and  in  her  ended  the 
warned  of  the  Tudors. 
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ftreet  i8o  yards  long,  from  the  croflmg  of  the 
fireet  to  the  upper  North-gate ; and  the  Southgate- 
ftreet,  39 1 yards  long,  as  above.  The  buildings 
extend  conhderably  beyond  all  thefe  gates,  except 
the  Weil;  without  tlieEaft-gate  the  extent  is  near 
half  a mile,  and  called  Barton-lbeet ; without  the 
North-gate  half  a mile;  and  without  the  South- 
gate  a quarter  of  a mile,  called  Littleworth. 

The  following  perfons  are,  by  charter  or  pre- 
fcription,  officers  in  the  city  of  Gloucefter: — 
The  Mayor,  who  is  alfo  clerk  of  the  market,  and 
the  marlhal  and  fteward  of  the  King’s  houfliold 
when  his  Majefty  is  in  the  city;  the  High  Steward, 
commonly  a nobleman;  the  Recorder;  the  two 
Members  of  Parliament;  the  twelve  Aldermen, 
out  of  whom  the  Mayor  is  chofen,  who,  at  the 
end  of  his  mayoralty,  is  generally  the  coroner,  and 
prefident  of  the  hofpitals;  the  Town-clerk;  the 
two  Sheriffs,  chofen  out  of  the  common-counciU 
the  Common-Council,  in  number  twenty-fix;  the 
Treafurer;  the  Chamberlain;  the  Sword-bearer; 
the  twelve  Conflables  for  the  four  wards,  four  for 
the  Weft,  four  for  the  North,  two  for  the  Eaft, 
and  two  for  the  South;  the  four  Serjeants  at  Mace, 
two  for  the  Mayor,  and  one  for  each  Sheriff;  the 
Crier  or  Day  Bell-man;  a Water  Bailiff;  four. 
Porters;  a Night  Bell-man  and  Gaoler;  a Beadle, 
and  Provoft  Marlhal. 

The  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and  other  principal  offi- 
cers, are  to  be  elected  on  the  Monday  next  after 
Michaelmas-day ; tw'enty  of  the  Common-Coun- 
cil muft  be  prelent ; and  for  not  proceeding  in  tins 
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regular  way  in  the  year  1671,  they  were  ferved 
with  a quo  warranto,  and  furrendered  their  char- 
ter, afterwards  renewed  as  above. 

\ 

There  are  twelve  companies  in  the  corporation, 
who  attend  on  the  Mayor  with  their  ftreamers 
upon  particular  occafions ; 

1.  Mercers,  under  which  are  alfo  included  Apo- 
thecaries and  Grocers 

2.  Weavers 

3.  Tanners 

4.  Butchers 

5.  Smiths  and  Hammermen,  among  which  are. 
Ironmongers,  Cutlers,  Saddlers,  and  Glaziers 

6.  Bakers 

7.  Joiners  and  Coopers 

8.  Shoemakers 

9.  Metal-men,  to  which  belong  Goldfmiths, 
' Braziers,  Pewterers,  and  Pin-makers 

10.  Taylors 

11.  Barbers  ' 

12.  Glovers. 

Befides  which,  there  w^ere  formerly  the  compa- 
nies of  Cappers  and  Furriers,  Shearmen,  Dyers, 
Cooks  and  Innholders,  Clothiers,  Haberdadiers, 
and  Brewers. 

Borough  Englifh*  (whereby  lands  and  eftates 
-defcpnded  to  the  youngeft  fon,  and  were  forfeited 

to 


. * The  lands  in  Kent  of  a tenant  In  gavel-kind,  do  not 
efcheat  to  the  King  or  other  Lord  of  whom  they  are  holden, 
in  cafe  of  a convidlioii,  and  execution  for  felony;  but  the 

heir 
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to  tlie  King  for  felony  but  for  a year  and  a day) 
was  an  ancient  cuftom  and  privilege  enjoyed  by 
the  town  and  fome  part  of  the  county  of  Glou- 
cefter ; and  confirmed  by  a ftatute  made  the  i yth 
Edward  11.  called  The  Statute  of  Gloticejler-,  but 
is  now  loll:  through  difufe,  and  not  claimed  in  any 
part  of  the  county.  Hence  arofe  the  faying  “ The 
father  to  the  bough,  the  fon  to  the  plough.” 

The  markets  here  are  on  Wednefday  and  Sa- 
turday.* * 

There  are  four  fairs  annually,  viz.  On  the  25th 
of  March  and  two  following  days,  granted  by  King 
James  I. ; the  Eve  and  Feaft  of  St.  John,  and  five 
fucceeding  days,  (22dto  29th  of  June)  granted  by 


heir  of  fuch  tenant,  notwithftanding  the  offence  of  his  an- 
ceftor,  may  enter  immediately,  and  enjoy  the  lands  by 
defcent,  after  the  fame  cuftoms  and  fervices  by  which  they 
were  before  holden ; except  in  cafes  of  High  Treafon,  when 
faid  lands  are  forfeited  to  the  Crown;  nor  are  the  heirs 
entitled  to  them,  if  their  anceftor,  being  indi<fled  for  a felony, 
become  an  outlaw  by  abfconding. 

* On  Wednefday  March  8,  1786,  two  new  markets  were 
opened  by  proclamation  in  this  city  ; one  in  the  Southgate- 
Jfreet,  to  be  appropriated  as  a daily  market  for  the  fale  of 
the  following  commodities,  viz.  butter,  fifh,  earthen-ware, 
and  vegetables,  to  be  fold  by  the  town  gardeners.  ' 

The  other  in  the  Eajlgate-flreet,  to  be  appropriated  on 
Wednefday  and  Saturday  (being  the  public  market-days)  for 
the  fale  of  the  following  commodities,  viz.  all  forts  of  meat, 
roafting  pigs,  poultry  of  all  forts,  vegetables  of  all  forts  by 
the  gardeners  who  come  only  on  thofe  market  days,  fruit, 
wheat,  barley,  oats,  beans,  pcafe,  rye,  and  other  grain,  and 
for  tradefinen. 


Edward 
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Edward  III.  1356;  Barton  fair,  17th  September, 
granted  by  Edward  IV.  1466;  and  on  the  17th 
of  November,  and  two  days  after,  by  James  I. 

In  1643,  this  city,  being  in  pofleffion  of  the  • 
parliament’s  forces,  was  befieged  by  the  King  and 
his  nephew  Prince  Rupert;  and  Colonel  MalTey, 
the  governor,  fummoned  to  furrender;  who  un- 
dauntedly returned  for  anfwer,  that  he  was  fwom 
to  keep  the  city,  and  fo  he  would  by  God’s  help;, 
and  though  the  garrifon  was  reduced  to  great 
hardlhips,  having  only  two  or  three  barrels  of 
powder,  and  provifion  fhort  in  proportion,  it 
withftood  all  their  attacks,  till  the  Earl  of  Eflex, 
coming  to  its  relief,  obliged  the  King  to  raife  the 
fiege  on  the  5th  of  September,  and  retire  with  an 
army  of  3000  men  to  Painfwick-hill.  But  in 
coniequence  of  this  oppofition,  on  the  reftoration, 
the  hundreds  of  Dudftone  and  King’s-Barton  were 
taken  from  them  by  ail  of  parliament,  and  return- 
ed to  the  out-county;  and  the  walls  pulled  down; 
befides  which,  the  city  fuffered  26,000!.  damage 
by  the  fiege,  and  fix  churches  out  of  eleven  were 
deftroyed.  Five  now  remain,  and  are  entire,  be- 
fides the  Cathedral. 

I.  St.  Mary  de  Load,  near  the  Cathedral,  be- 
longing to  a remarkable  large  parifli,  called  the 
Mother  Church,  with  a very  low  tower,  and  a 
ring  of  fix  bells. 

There  is  a common  tradition  that  King  Lucius 
was  buried  in  this  church.  Collier,  in  his  hifto- 
rical  defcription,  mentions  the  feveral  hiftorians 
who  take  notice  of  it. 


2.  St. 
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2.  St.  John  the  Baptift,  in  the  Northgate-flreet, 
v’ith  a neat  fpire,  and  a ring  of  five  bells. 

The  Magdalen,  generally  called  St.  James’s 
Hofpital,  for  nineteen  paupers,  with  is.  6d.  each; 
and  St.  Margaret’s  Hofpital  for  nine  poor  nienV’ 
•with  2S.  weekly ; are  in  this  parilh. 

3.  St.  Michael,  near  where  the  crofs  ftood,  a 
neat  fpire,  and  fix  bells.  The  two  parilhes  of  St. 
Mary  de  Grace  and  St.  Aldart,  the  churches  de- 
ftroyed  in  the  rebellion,  were  united  to  this  parifli, 
but  at  the  refioration  the  former  was  nullified,  and 
has  remained  a diftinft  parilh  ever  fince. 

The  Blue-Coat  Hofpital,  erefted  by  Sir  Thomas 
Rich,  of  Sunning,  Berks,  for  twenty  boys,  fix  of 
whom  are  to  leave  it  every  year,  and  have  i ol.  each 
to  bind  them  apprentices,  is  in  this  parilh. 

There  are  alfo  ten  men  and  ten  womerj,  who 
have  each  a blue  gown  or  cloak,  and  a pair  of 
ftockings  and  Ihoes,  and  a Ihirt  or  Ihift  every 
year ; and  if  any  money  remain  at  the  year’s  end, 
it  is  by  the  founder’s  order  to  be  difpofed  of  to 
female  fervants,  who  have  lived  feven  years  in 
one  fervice. 

4.  St.  Mary  de  Cript,  in  the  Southgate-ftreet, 
a very  neat  fpire,  and  an  excellent  ring  of  bills. 

All-Saints  was  a diftimSf  parilh  till  demolilhed  in 
the  wars  1643;  it  is  now  converted  to  the  Tolfey. 

St.  Owen’s,  the  church  of  which  was  defiroyed 
as  above,  is  alfo  united  to  this;  in  which  are,  a 
Free  School,  founded  38th  Henry  VIII.  1547,  by 

Joan 
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Joan  Cook,  widow  of  Alderman  Cook;  and  St. 
Kimbro’s  hofpital,  built  by  Sir  Thomas  Bell,  for 
fix  poor  people. 

5.  St.  Nicholas,  in  the  Weftgate-llreet,  with 
a fpire,  and  ring  of  fix  bells. 

The  Poft- office  was  formerly  kept  juft  below 
this  church,  but  is  now  removed  into  the  Eaft- 
gate-ftreet. 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  founded  by  Henry 
III.  for  twenty-four  men  and  three  women,  with 
a weekly  allowance  of  2s.  6d.  each,  and  a cham- 
ber; and  for  maintaining  a minifter,  phyfician, 
mafter,  and  furgeon ; is  in  this  parilh. 

St.  Catherine’s,  alias  St.  Ofwald’s,  was  demo- 
Hftied  in  1643. 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Briftol,  who  had  the 
redlory,  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  and  impropri- 
ation granted  them  34th  Henry  Vill.  allow  a 
vicar  lol.  per  annum,  to  baptize,  to  vifit  the  fick, 
and  bury. 

Trinity  Church  is  a vicarage,  without  any  re- 
venue or  incumbent.  The  parifti  was,  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  parliament  1648,  united  to  St.  Nicholas. 
1689  the  church,  which  for  a long  time  had  been 
in  a ruinous  condition,  was  taken  down  to  fave 
the  charge  of  repairing ; the  tower  being  a beau- 
tiful ftruilure  was  left  ftanding,  as  of  publick  ufe 
and  an  ornament  to  the  city ; but  by  virtue  of  an 
adl  of  parliament  23d  George  II.  was  taken  down 
alfo,  and  the  material^  purchafed  and  ufed  in  re- 
building the  church  of  Upton  upon  Severn. 

, Befides 
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Befides  the  charities  above-mentioned,  there 
are  many  very  conliderable  private  donations  in  all 
tliefe  parilhes,  which  at  once  prove  both  the  riches 
and  liberality  of  the  inhabitants  of  tliis  city  and  its 
neighbourhood. 

The  charity  fchool  and  workhoufe  was  founded 
by  Timothy  Nourfe,  efq;  who  gave  lool.  for  ever 
towards  it;  and  by  an  adl  of  parliament  pafled 
1764,  the  guardians  are  to  afcertain  what  money 
will  be  neceflary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor, 
which  muft  be  certified  to  the  mayor,  and  levied 
by  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  of  the  re- 
fpecfive  parifhes. 

In  the  year  1756  a fubfcription  was  opened,  and 
carried  on  with  great  fuccel's,  under  the  aufpices 
of  Nojborn  Berkeley,  the  late  Lord  Botetourt, 
and  the  late  Honourable  and  Reverend  Dr.  Talbot, 
for  eftablilhing a County  Infirmary  at  this  place; 
each  of  them  contributing  to  fo  noble  a charity  in 
a meafure  adequate  to  their  generofity  and  pub- 
lick  fpirit. 

% 

On  a fufficient  fum  being  raifed,  a piece  of 
ground  was  purchafed  in  the  Southgate-fireet, 
and  a handfome  and  commodious  building  begun, 
(towards  which  his  late  Majefty  granted  9200  feet 
of  timber  out  of  the  foreft  of  Dean)  and  was 
opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  in  1760,  having 
coll  6200I. 

This  extenfive  charity  is  fupported  by  annual 
fubfcriptions  amounting  to  970I.  or  thereabout, 
and  the  intereft  of  i2,oool.  placed  out  on  diffe- 
rent fecurities.  The  whole  governed  by  fuch 

rules, 
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rblcs,  and  conducted  in  fo  orderly  and  prudent  a 
manner,  as  juftly  to  deferve  the  liberal  benefac- 
tions which  are  fometimes  left  to  fupport  it,  as 
well  as  univerfal  countenance. 

The  number  of  patients  conftantly  in  thehoufe, 
on  an  average,  are  1 1 2.  Of  tliofe  admitted  and 
difcharged  in  the  year,  600  and  upwards ; befides 
above  300  out-patients.  The  total  annual  ex- 
pence from  1800I.  to  2000I. 

The  Tolfey,  or  Tolbooth,  was  anciently,  and 
is  now  employed  for  the  public  affairs  of  the  city; 
firft  built  in  1565,  but  demolifhed  in  1602,  when 
a council  chamber  and  room  under  it  were 
erefled;  but  in  1648  the  North  wall  of  All-Saints 
church,  deftroyed  in  the  rebellion,  was  taken 
away,  and  the  whole  church  converted  into  a 
court  for  the  Sheriffs,  and  other  public  ufes.  The 
whole,  by  ait  of  parliament  23d  Geo.  II.  was  taken 
down,  and  rebuilt  from  the  ground,  with  a hand- 
fome  front.  Here  the  Mayor  and  Juftices  for  the 
city,  and  in-county,  hold  the  quarter-feffions,  and 
tranfaifr  all  public  bufinefs.  But  the  Booth-hall 
or  Guildhall,  .rebuilt  r6o6,  is  by  the  charter  of 
the  city  made  fubjecfr  to  the  jurifdiclion  both  of 
the  out-county  and  of  the  city;  and  is  the  place 
for  holding  the  quarter-feffions  for  the  out-county, 
the  affixes  for  the  trial  of  criminals,  and  all  civil 
caufes  of  importance.  I'hcy  are  both  in  Vv  eft- 
gate-ftreet. 

In  i68g,  November  30th,  firfr  William  and 
Mary,  a court  of  confcience  was  eftablifhed  in 
this  city,  as  well  as  in  Briftoland  Newcaftle. 


The 
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The  caftle  was  built  in  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror ; part  of  it  is  now  leafed  out  by  the 
crown,  and  the  reft  ferved  as  the  county  prifon  till 
the  year  1792,  when  a new  county  gaol,  confidered 
one  of  the  compleateft  in  the  kingdom,  w^as  opened. 
In  this  gaol  feparate  cells  are  provided  for  the  foli- 
tary  confinement  of  felons. 

There  is  a large  refervoir  (faid  to  have  been 
made  by  the  late  Colonel  Selwyp  at  his  foie  ex- 
pence) about  a mile  diftant  from  the  city,  at  the 
foot  of  Robin- Hood’s  Hill;  whence  the  water  is 
conveyed  by  pipes  to  a fquare  bafon  in  the  centre 
of  the  city,  and  from  that  into  four  channels,  one 
pafling  through  each  of  the  four  princiflal  ftreets. 
Near  the  refervoir  is  a fmall  public-houfe,  kept  by 
foe  man  who  takes  care  of  the  water. 


Of 
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Of  the  FOUNDATION  of  the  ABBEY 
of  GLOUCESTER. 

Sir  William  Dugdale  fays,  “ Tradition  informs 
us,  that  a bifhop  and  preachers  were  appointed  at 
Gloucefter  A.  180,  by  Lucius  (named  ^fo  Lever 
Maur)  the  firft  Chriftian  King;”  who,  in  177, 
fent  Eleuanus  and  Medwinus  to  Eleutherus  ( 1 2th 
Bifhop  of  Rome,  from  A.  176,  in  the  reign  of 
Marcus  Aurelius,  till  A.  192,  the  firft  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  fon  Commodus)  to  requeft  him  to 
fend  miflionaries  to  Britain;  and  Fugacius  and 
Damianus  were  fent  for  that  purpofe.* 

Sir  William  alfo  fays,  “ That  Eldad  was  Bifhop 
A.  489,  and  Dubritius  A.  522,  and  that  Gloucefter 
was  one  of  the  three  Archiepifcopal  Sees,  ( which 
were  London,  York,  and  Gloucefter)  erecfted  by 
Lucius,”f 

William  of  Malmefbury  affirms,  “ That  the 
foundation  of  the  monaftery  here  was  laid  by  Wul- 
phere,  6th  king  of  the  Mercians,  A.  679;!.  but 
here  muft  be  fome  miftake  in  the  date,  as  he  died 


* The  original  epiftlc  in  Latin  from  Eleutherus  to  King 
Lucius,  bearing  date  A.  D.  180,  is  in  the  Cotton  Librar)% 

f The  laft  was  removed  to  Menevia,  fSt.  Da^^d’s)  for  the 
fake  of  St.  David;  but  of  this  there  can  be  no  certainty,  as 
all  the  annals  of  thofe  times  were  burnt  during  the  Avars 
with  the  Pagans. 

J In  a MS.  it  is  faid  Wulphere  began  It  in  672. 

A.  675. 


[ 135  ] 

A.  675*  That  there  was  one  begun  is  evident, 
from  the  grant  made  A.  681  by  Ethelred,  his 
fucceflbr,  to  his  kinfman  Ofric,  (who  in  718  was 
eighteenth  king  of  Northumberland)  of  the  ground 
on  which  the  monaftery  was  built,  befides  the  town 
of  Gloucefter,  and  many  other  lands  in  the  county 
of  Gloucefter,  with  a very  great  fum  of  money, 
(having  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign  appointed  him 
governor  of  the  Wicces)  on  condition, 

Firft  \ That  he  fhould  finifh  and  compleat  the 
monaftery  already  begun. 

Secondly,  That  he  Ihould  place  therein  certain 
perfons  who  fhould  intend  the  worfhip  of  God, 
and  prefcribe  them  rules  for  a canonical  life. 

Thirdly,  That  he  fhould  conftitute  and  appoint 
his  fifter  Kyneburgh  to  be  firft  abbefs,  and  fettle 
and  confirm  all  thofe  pofTellions  on  her.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  Ofric  built  and  endowed  a moft 
ftately  monaftery  of  Nuns,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter, 
near  the  place  where  the  cathedral  now  ftands. 

682 — Said  Kyneburgh,  fifter  to  Ofric,  and 
daughter  of  King  Penda,  who  had  been  wife  of 
Alkfryd  15th  king  of  Northumberland,  was  ap- 
pointed firft  abbefs,  and  took  care  to  fee  the  mo- 
naftery finifhed ; when  it  was  confecrated  by 
Theodore  archbifhop  of  York,  and  Bofil  or  Bafil 
firft  Bifhop  of  Worcefterj  fhe  prefided  over  it 
twenty-nine  years. 

7 1 4 — Eadburgh,  who  had  been  wife  of  W ulphere 
or  Wulfred,  (theperfon  mentioned  by  William  of 
N 2 Malmfbury 
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Malmfbury  to  have  begun  it)  was  appointed  fecond 
abbefs,  and  prefided  twenty-five  years. 

739 — Evah,  (fome  call  her  Gaffe)  who  had  been 
Queen,  and  wife  of  Ethelred,  was  appointed  third 
abbefs,  and  prefided  thirty-three  years.  Some  au- 
thors iay  file  began  in  735,  and  prefided  only  thirty 
years  j but  the  above  is  the  moft  exafl  calculation 
I have  been  able  to  form.  After  her  death  there 
was  a vacancy  in  this  monaftery  fifty  yeats,  by  the 
bloody  wars  with  the  Danes,  during  which  it  was 
ruined  and  deftroyed. 

821 — Bernulfe,  i6th  King  of  the  Mercians, 
new  built  this  monaftery  in  another  form,  and 
inftead  of  Nuns  fubftituted  an  order  of  Secular 
Preachers,  who  were  married,  and  continued  two 
hundred  years. 

1022 — Canute,  at  the  inftigation  of  Wolftan 
bifhop  of  Worcefter,  ejedfed  the  preaching  clerks, 
and  eftablilhed  in  their  places  regular  monks  of  the 
order  of  St.  Benediit;  and  made  Edrick,  one  of 
the  feculars,  firft  abbot. 

1058 — ^Wolftan,  a monk  of  Worcefter,  was  by 
Aldred  or  Alfred,  (who  in  1047  bilhop  of  that 
diocefe)  made  fecond  abbot.  Which  Alfred,  after- 
wards Archbiftiop  of  York,  who  crowned  King 
William  the  Conqueror,^  built  the  church  new 
from  the  ground,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  place 
where  it  flood  before,  and  nearer  the  fkirts  of  the 


*Alfo  his  Queen  Matilda  on  Whitfunday  1068.  King 
William  was  crowned  every  year. 
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towi ; but  retained  in  mortgage  divers  lands  be- 
longing to  the  monaftery  to  reimburfe  hiinfelf,  and 
finilhed  it  in  io6i. 

Sir  William  Dugdale  fays,  “ Alfred  began  it  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  and  finilhed  it 
7th  of  faid  reign,”  which  is  only  1049;  he  mull 
mean  17  th  rather,  1059,  as  coming  nearer  this  time. 

1072 — Serlo,  chaplain  to  King  William,f  was 
made  third  abbot,  and  found  only  two  monks  and 
eight  fcholars  in  it,  fo  much  was  their  number  di- 

minfhed 


•f  "WTio  in  the  30th  year  of  his  reign  kept  his  Chriftmas 
here,  as  he  had  done  1084;  but  this  year  1085  he  held  a 
court  here  for  five  days,  where  he  was  attended  by  his  great 
men ; and  the  clergy  afterguards  held  a fynod  for  three  days. 
He  commonly  kept  his  Eafter  at  Winchefter. 

In  his  reign,  or  little  before,  furnames  firft  came  to  be  ufed 
in  England;  but  not  among  the  common  people  till  the 
reign  of  Edward  II.  when  they  were  fettled,  it  is  laid,  by  adl 
of  parliament. 

The  Romans  had  originally  only  one  name,  filled  Nomen^ 
or  the  family  name,  which  was  given  to  boys  on  the  ninth, 
and  to  girls  on  the  eighth  day  after  their  birth ; and  anfwers 
to  the  Patronymicum  of  the  Greeks.  To  this  in  procefs  of 
time  they  added  the  Pra;nomen,  anfwering  to  our  chrlfiian 
name,  which  they  did  not  give  the  boys  till  they  aflumed  the 
virile  robe,  or  toga  viril'ts,  that  is,  about  the  age  of  feven- 
teen ; nor  to  the  daughters  till  they  married.  Care  was  ge- 
nerally taken  in  conferring  this  prsenomen,  to  give  that  of 
the  father  to  the  eldeft,that  of  the  grandfather  to  the  fecond, 
and  fo  on.  The  pnenomina  moft  in  ufe,  with  the  initials, 
' cojnmonly  ufed  for  them,  are  as  follow : A.  Aulus,  C.  Caiusy. 
D.  Decius,  K.  Citfo,  L.  Luciiu,  M.  Marcus  and  Maccus,TSl. 
Ntonecius,  P.  Publius,  Q^^antus,  T.  Titus,  Ap.  Appiusy 
CN.  Cneus,  SP.  Sbucius,  Tl.  Tiberius,  MAM.  Mameccusy 

SER. 
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miniftied  by  Alfred’s  having  been  made  archbilhop 
of  Y ork.  He  procured  very  great  donations  to  the 
monaftery,  and  alfo  recovered  the  lands  Aldred  had 
retained  as  a mortgage.  He  rebuilt  the  church,  the 
firft  done  of  which  was  laid  1089  by  the  bilhop  of 
Hereford,  in  the  prefence  of  Abbot  Serlo,  on  the 
feaft  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 

1100 — It  was  finiflied,  and  on  the  15th  of  July 
confecrated  by  Sampfon  bifhop  of  Worcefter, 


SER.  Serviuj,  SEX.  Sextus.  But  when  written  for  the  Prse- 
nomina  of  women,  the  initials  were  reverfed,  as  for 
Marcia,  0 for  Caia,  for  Lucia. 

To  thefe  they  afterw'ards  added  the  Cognomen,  ufed  for  the 
fake  of  diftindlion,  to  prevent  confufion  of  families.  Thus 
the  name  of  a Roman, Publius  Cornelius  Scipio. 

Pran.  Nom.  Cogn. 

Sometimes  a fourth  was  added,  on  account  of  fome  re- 
markable atchievement,  and  was  Ailed  the  agnomen  or  ad- 
nomen,  as  to  the  above  Scipio  was  added  Africanus,  from 
his  vidlories  in  Africa.  But  in  cafes  of  adoption,  the  cog- 
7io}'fien  or  family  name  became  the  agnomen  of  the  adopted 
perfon,  in  addition  to  their  own.  In  this  they  were  imitated 
by  the  Anglo-Saxons,  as  Edgar  the  Peaceable,  &c.but  thefe 
being  a kind  of  nick-name,  (if  I may  ufe  the  expreflion)  did 
not  defcend  to  the  fon  ; fo  differed  from  the  furname,  pro- 
perly derived  from  names  of  places,  offices,  or  the  addition 
of  fon ; as  Roger  de  Lad,  Roger  of  Lad.  If  the  father’s 
name  was  Roger,  the  fon  was  Hodgfon;  if  Walter,  Watfon: 
In  offices,  William  (the)  Chamberlain,  Walter  (the)  Cook, 
dropping  the.  Domefday  Book  is  the  oldeft  record  in  which 
they  ai'e  to  be  found ; Godefridus  de  Mannenjilla,  lAc.  or 
GxiXiclmxsi fliiis  OJborni,  ^c.  Eudo  Dapifer,  Giflibertus 
Cocus.  In  France,  where  introduced  in  the  year  987,  they 

were  written  originally  thus,  ^^Loui^°'^  therefore  called 

furnames  from  being  written  fur,  over. 
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Gundulph  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  and  Henry  bllhop 
of  Bangor  j and  dedicated  to  St.  Peter. 

1 102 — It  was  with  the  city  confumed  by  fire."^ 

1104 — Abbot  Serlo  died,  leaving  one  hundred 
monks  in  this  monaftery  j and  Peter,  then  prior, 
was  made  fourth  abbot. 

This  church  appears  to  have  been  twice  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire.* 

1296 — King  Edward  I.  built  the  college-gate, 
ftill  called  King  Edward’s  Gate. 

The  prefent  cathedral,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter, 
affirmed  by  travellers  to  be  one  of  the  beft  pieces 
of  architecture  in  England,  was  begun  to  be  built, 
as  it  now  ftands,  by  John  Thokey,  who  liad  been 
fub-prior,  and  was  1 306  eleCted  feventeenth  abbot. 
In  1 3 1 8 he  rebuilt  the  fouth  aile ; and  1 327  brought 
the  body  of  Edward  II.  from  Berkeley  caftle,  and 
buried  it  honourably  here.  The  vaft  offerings  at 
whofe  Ihrine,  and  the  contributional  affiftance  of 


* 1214,  1223 — ^But  the  damages  were  foon  repaired  by 
the  devotion  and  munificence  of  that  age,  when  blind  zeal 
conflruing  rich  and  magnificent  church  endowments  to  be 
meritorious,  and  works  of  fupererogation,  occalioned  the 
a(ff  of  mortmain  to  be  pafled  1279,  7th  Edward  I.  to  pre- 
vent the  alienation  of  lands.  See.  to  any  guild  fraternity,  &c. 
without  leave  of  the  King  Or  Lord  of  the  manor ; as  hy 
fuch  alienation  they  fell  into  hands  from  which  they  never 
reverted  to  the  donor,  or  any  temporal  or  common  ufe; 
therefore  called  mortmain  or  mainmort,  a dead  hand,  in 
which  light  thefe  were  regarded. 


the 
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the  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood,  enabled  liim 
and  the  fucceeding  abbots  to  compleat  it.* 

1329 — Abbot  Thokey  through  weaknefs  of  age 
refigned,  and  was  fucceeded  by  John  Wigmore  the 
prior,  made  eighteenth  abbot.  He  built  the  Grange 
9t  Highnam. 

1351 — Thomas  Horton,  the  facrilf,  was  pro- 
moted to  be  twentieth  abbot,  and  built  the  north 
aile,  and  a great  hall,  where  a parliament  was  after- 
wards holden. 


Dimensions  of  the  Cathedral. 


The  Lady’s  Chapel 
Body  of  the  church 
Choir  to  the  altar 
Between  the  church  and  choir 
Between  the  altar  and  Lady’s  c 
Church  and  chapel 
North  and  fouth  ailes 
PalTage  from  the  choir  to  the  L 
chapel  - _ . . 

Each  cloifter  - - - . 

Church  on  the  outfide 
Tower,  which  Hands  in  the  a. 

to  the  battlements 
From  the  battlements  to  the  pin 
The  porch  - - , - 

Church  from  eaft  to  well  - 
Ditto  from  north  to  fouth 


Length 

Breadth 

Ft.  In. 

Ft.  In. 

90 

37 

171  9 

85 

141 

37.k 

31 

1 15 

• 

430  9 

46 

34 

147 

19 

13 

> 

31 

18 

430 

144 

Height 
Ft.  hu 
66 
69 

84 


66 

31 

i6i 

8if 

198 

25  i 


The  tower  has  a ring  of  eight  bells,  and  in  a loft  under 
thefe  one  weighing  about  6,50olbs.its  diameter  five  feet  ten 
inches. 
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1381 — Walter  Frowcefter,*  the  chamberlajn, 
twenty-fecond  abbot.  He  procured  from  Pope 
Urban  a grant  of  the  Mitre,  Ring,  Sandals,  and 
Dalmatic,  and  began  building  the  neat  cloifters,  no 
where  to  be  equalled  for  curious  ceiling  and  orna- 
mental workmanfliip. 

1419 — John  Morwent,  twenty-fourth  abbot, 
built  the  beautiful  frontifpiece  at  the  weft  end  from 
the  ground. 

1450 — Thomas  Seabrook,  twenty-fixth  abbot, 
began  building  the  ftately  tower,  fo  juftly  admired 
for  its  curious  architeifrure,  and  appointed  Robert 
T ully  a monk,  of  this  church,  afterwards  bilhop  of 
St.  David’s,  to  take  care  of  the  finifliing  it. 

1457 — Richard  Hanly,  twenty-feventh  abbot, 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  Virgin  Mary’s  Chapel, 
a very  beautiful  building,  finifhed  by  Wm.  Farley, 
twenty-eighth  abbot,  in  1472. 

At  the  diftblution  of  religious  houfes,  abbot 
Parker  was  the  thirty-third  and  laft  abbot.  He 
adorned  and  beautified  the  fouth  gate  of  the  church, 
called  King  Edward’s  gate.  This  abbey  was  re- 
figned  to  the  King  by  the  prior,  and  not  by  the 
abbot ; and  the  revenues,  according  to  Sir  William 
Dugdale,  amounted  to  1946I.  5s.  9d.  per  annum, 
(a  vaft  fum  in  thofe  days  ! ) when  it  was  fecularized, 
and  though  a mitred  abbey,  and  had  great  privi- 


> * Sir  Robert  Atkyns  calls  him  Trowceftre,  but  Frowcellrc 
is  moft  likely  to  have  been  his  name,  from  Frocefter  or 
f roller,  about  twelve  miles  from  this  place. 

leges, 
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leges,  it  had  remained  under  the  vifitation  of  the 
bifliop  of  Worcefter  till  this  period.  ,On  the  3d  of 
September,  A.D.  1541,  33d  Henry  VlII.  it  was 
erected  into  a bilhoprick,  with  a dean  and  chapter. 

John  Wakeman,  (alias  Wick)  B.  D.  the  laft 
abbot  of  Tewkefbury,  being  the  King’s  chaplain, 
was  the  firft  bifliop.  The  pious  and  learned  Dr. 
John  Hooper  was  the  fecond,  (though  firft  proteft- 
ant  bifliop)  and  for  being  fo  ftrenuous  to  promote 
the  reformation,  was,  by  order  of  Queen  Mary, 
burnt  before  the  gate  of  the  cathedral,  thinking 
ftie  could  not  fix  a greater  indignity  upon  him. 

The  firft  dean  was  William  Jennings,  B.  D.  (the 
laft  prior  of  St.  Ofwald)  a monk  of  St.  Peter’s 
abbey,  being  alfo  one  of  the  King’s  chaplains. 
Here  once  in  three  years  is  held  a meeting  of  the 
three  choirs  of  Gloucefter,  Worcefter,  and  Hereford, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft  or  September.  In  the  year 
1793  it  will  be  at  Gloucefter,  the'following  year  at 
Worcefter,  then  at  Hereford. 

The  whifpering  place  is  a long  gallery  from  one 
fide  of  the  choir  to  the  other,  built  in  an  otftagonal 
form,  with  three  fides  taken  off,  and  contrived  fo 
as  not  to  darken  the  great  eaft  window  of  the  choir, 
behind  which  it  ftands.*  The  diftance  from  the 
firft  to  the  fifth  corner  is  25  yardsj  at  the  firft  of 
which,  if  any  perfon  whifpers,  every  fyllable  may 
be  heard  dilhiicftly  at  the  other,  though  tlie  paffage 


* Befidesthe  perfons  already  mentioned,  Robert  de  Cour- 
toife  or  Courthofe,  (eldeft  fon  of  William  the  Conqueror) 
who  died  in  Cardiff  caftle  1134,  was  buried  in  the  choir  here. 


IS 
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is  open  in  the  middle,  and  there  are  large  openings 
in  the  wall  for  a door  and  window. 

The  city  of  Gloucefter  has  given  the  title  of 
Earl  and  Duke  to  the  following  perfonages: — 

During  the  time  the  Romans  were  in  pofleflion 
of  Britain,  Gloucefter  was  governed  by  a Conful, 
anciently  fignifying  an  Earl  or  Count.  What  we 
call  County  was  by  the  ancient  Britons  called  a 
Confulate,  Confulatus;  and  Vifeounts,  Viceco- 
mites, by  them  Vice-Confuls. 

While  the  Saxon  Heptarchy  lafted,  the  principal 
magiftrate  in  towns  was,  a Port-Greve  or  Port- 
Grave,*  and  by  fuch  a one  this  city  was  then  go- 
verned. Chambers  derives  this  word  from  Port, 
a port  or  other  town,  and  Geref  a governor.  Why 
may  it  not  be  derived,  as  I rather  think  it  is,  from 
Port,  a town,  and  the  German  word  Graff,  a Count 
or  Earl  i’f  By  all  which  it  appears  that  Gloucefter 

has 


* The  Sheriff,  or  Shire-reve,  i.e.  praefedl  of  the  fhire, 
from  the  Saxon  Gerefa,  contradted  into  Grefa,  Greve,  or 
Grave  ; Burgraves,  and  Mark  or  Mar-graves,  are  Judges  of 
the  Boroughs  and  Marches. 

-|-  Earl  feems  to  be  the  moft  ancient  title  among  our  Eng- 
lifh  nobility,  and  the  firft  degree  of  it  next  to  that  of  Prince. 
Hugh  Lupus  had  the  firfl  grant  of  an  hereditary  Earldom 
after  the  Conqueft. 

It  is  the  common  opinion  that  the  Barons,  after  this  pe- 
tiod,  were  the  fame  with  the  Thanes  in  the  Saxon  times. 

The  firft  Duke  in  England  was  Edward  the  Black  Prince, 
fbn  of  Edward  III.  created  Duke  of  Cornwall  1337,  iith 

Edward 
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has  ever  been  a place  of  great  confequence,  and 
looked  upon  as  an  Earldom. 

Gamden  fays,  “ That  fome  have  Impofed  on  the 
world,  and  made  William  Fitz-Euftace  to  be  the 
firft  Earl  of  Gloucefter;”  but  that  great  antiquary 
believes  there  never  was  any  fuch  perfon,  nor  in- 
deed do  I find  him  mentioned  by  any  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  hiftorians. 

Sir  William  Dugdale  mentions  Eldol,  as  firft 
Earl  of  Gloucefter  in  461,  who  in  489  charged 
through  the  Pagan  army,  and  took  Hengift  the 
Saxon  (who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  monarchy 
of  Britain)  prifoner,* *  and  afterwards  flew  him. 


Edward  III.j  and  ever  fince,  the  King  of  England’s  eldeft 
fon  is  born  with  this  title ; thofe  of  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
Earl  of  Chefter,  are  by  creation.  Since  the  accelfion  of 
King  James  I.  the  King’s  eldeft  fon  is  alfo  born  Duke  of 
Rothefay,  and  Senefchal  or  Great  Steward  of  Scotland. 

The  firft  Marquis  was  Robert  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford, 
created  Marquis  of  Dublin  1385,  8 th  Richard  11. 

The  firft  Vifeount  on  record,  and  who  fat  in  Parliament 
by  that  name,  was  John  Vifeount  Beaumont,  created  i8th 
Henry  VI. 

* For  his  having,  on  the  ift  of  May  474,  treacheroufly 
mafiacred  300  Britifli  nobles,  whom,  with  Vortigem  their 
King,  he  had  invited  to  a treaty  of  peace  at  Amefbury  in 
Wiltftire ; when  Earl  Eldol,  with  a hedge-ftake,  having  no 
other  weapon,  flew  feventeen  of  the  Saxons  (fome  authors 
fay  feventy)  and  efcaped  to  Gloucefter.  The  Britons  came 
unarmed,  but  the  Saxons  had  their  feaxes,  fliort  fwords  or 
daggers,  concealed,  (from  wearing  which ' it  is  faid  they 
took  their  names,  as  the  Quirites  did  from  Quiris,  a Ihort 
fpear ; and  the  Scythians  from  Scytten  to  Ihoot  with  a bow) 

ajid 
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Tlie  above  author  fays,  “ That  Swayne,  eldefl: 
fon  of  Godwin,  Earl  of  Kent,  and  brother-in- 
law  to  Edward  the  Confeffor,  was  Earl  of  Glou- 
cefter,”  which  others  alfo  make  mention  of.  ■ 7'his 
Swayne  died  in  Syria,  on  his  return  from  a pilgrim- 
age to  Jerufalem. 

Briflric,  the  Saxon,  was  Lord  of  Gloucefter 
immediately  before  the  Conqueft;  but  at  the  in- 
ftigation  of  Maud,  (Matilda)  wife  to  the  Con- 
queror, for  having  formerly  refufed  to  marry  her, 
.he  was  thrown  into  prifon,  and  his  pofleflions 
feized. 

1 109,  gth  of  Henry  I.  Robert  Fitz-Roy,* *  (a 
natural  fon  of  King  Henry  1.  by  Nelta,  daughter 

O of 


and  on  the  fignal,  ‘ Nimed  cure  Seaxes,’  pull  out. your 
daggers,  they  fell  on  the  unarmed  Englifli  nobles.  In  me- 
mory of  this  maflacre,  Amhrofius  is  faid  to  have  built  Stone- 
henge near  Salifbury. The  Saxon  arms  are,  two  fliort 

fwords  or  daggers  eroded. 

• This  Robert  (who  is  fliled  alfo  Conful  of  ^Glouceiler) 
behaved  with  great  valour  and  honour,  in  ailerting  the  title 
of  his  half  fitter  the  Emprefs  Maud,  (to  whom,  in  the  years 
1127  and  1130,  during  the  life  of  her  father  Henry  I.  the 
oath  of  fealty  had  been  taken  as  his  heir)  againtt  King 
Stephen,  (fon  of  Alice  third  daughter  of  William  the  Con- 
queror) who,  on  the  death  of  Henry,  ufurped  the  crown, 
and  at  the  battle  of  Lincoln  1 140,  was  taken  prifoner  by 
Earl  Robert,  refufing  to  furrender  to  any  but  him.  Maud 
was  then  acknowledged  (iugen,  and  had  the  crown  delivered 
to  her  at  Winchetter;  (formerly  the  capital)  where,  after 
having  endured  a tw'o  months  fiege  with  Earl  Robert  and 
the  King  of  Scotland,  in  a fally  from  the  cattle  on  the  14th 
of  September  1141,  the  Earl  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  forces 

under 
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of  Rees  ap  Owen,  Prince  of  South  Wales)  mar- 
rying Mabel,  daughter  of  Robert  Fitz-Hamon, 
Lord  of  Corboille  in  Normandy,  and  by  William 
Rufus  created  Lord  of  Tewkefbury,  the  barony 
of  Glouceller  and  other  great  poireffions  by  that 
means  refting  in  her  hufband,  he  was  by  the  King 
his  father  made  firft  Earl  of  Gloucefter  after  the 
Norman  conqueft;  he  died  September  10,  1147. 

William,  his  fon  and  heir,  having  only  three 
daughters,  that  the  Earldom  might  not  be  divided, 
eonftituted  John,  younger  fon  of  Henry  II.  his  • 
heir;  who  1189,  ift  Richard!.*  married  Ifabel, 

William’s 


under  Stephen’s  Queen,  and  his  fon  Euflace  de  Boulogne; 
and  was  reckoned  of  fuch  confequence  is  to  be  exchanged 
for  King  Stephen,  and  the  exchange  deemed  equal.  He 
died  at  Gloucefter  O<ftober  31,  1147,  of  a fever,  and  was 
buried  in  the  monaftery  of  St.  James  at  Briftol,  wliich  he 
had  founded. 

King  Stephen  died  25th  of  0<ftober  1154,  eleven  months 
after  he  had  fettled  the  fuccelTion  on  Henry  Fitz-Emprefs ; 
having  reigned  eighteen  years,  ten  months,  and  twenty-four' 
days,  in  an  almolt  uninten'upted  feries  of  troubles. 

The  Emprefs  Maud  died  at  Rouen  lotli  of  September 
1167,  14th  of  her  fon  Henry  Hd’s  reign,  and  67th  of  her  age. 

1176,  Henry  II.  firft  divided  the  kingdom  into  fix  circuits, 
and  appointed  three  itinerant  juftices  for  each  of  them. 
Now,  two  Judges  are  appointed  to  each,  twice  a year,  after 
Hilary  Term  and  Term,  called  Lent  Aflizes  and 

Summer  Aflizes. 

In  his  reign,  1155,  coaches  were  firft  ufed  in  England. 

* 1189,  Henry  Fitz-Alwin  was  chofen  the  firft  mayor  of 
london,  who  continued  in  the  office  above  twenty-four 

years ; 
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'^Villlam’s  youngeft  daughter,  and  repudiating  her 
on  his  coming  to  the  throne,  in  the  firft  year  of  his 
reign,  (he  married  Jeffery  de  Mandeville,  Earl  of 
Elfex ; who,  17th  of  the  fame,  had  the  title  of  Earl 
of  Gloucefter  conferred  on  liim. 

O 2 1216 


years ; and  the  fame  year,  Henry  Corniull  and  Richard 
ke  ynere  were  the  firft  flieriffs. 

About  this  time  Coats  of  Arms  came  to  be  hereditary^  ui 
families.  They  originated  from  badges  painted  for  the 
fake  of  diftindtion  on  the  Ihields  or  coats  of  armour  of  tlioie 
who  went  to  the  Crufades,  to  recover  the  Holy  Land  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Saracens.  King  Richard  departed  for  the 
firll  crufade,  Dec.  ii,  1189;  and  on  his  return  in  1192, 
being  Ihipwreckt  in  the  Gulph  of  Venice,  through  ignorance 
of  his  route,  got  into  Germany,  where  he  was  taken  pri- 
foner,  at  a fmall  village  near  Vienna,  by  Leopold  Duke  of 
Auftria,  who  delivered  him  to  the  Emperor  flenry  VI.  (his 
molt  inveterate  enemy,  from  an  afi'rout  received  from  him 
in  the  Holy  Land)  upon  afl'urance  of  having  a large  fliare  of 
Iiis  ranfom ; for  which  in  1194,  after  fii'teen  months  confine- 
ment 100,000  marks  were  paid,  and  hoflages  given'  for 
50,000  more ; but  on  the  Emperor’s  death  (occafioned  thjs 
year  by  a fall  from  his  horfe)  they  were,  according  to  his 
will,  releafed  without  any  further  payment. 

The  place  of  the  king’s  imprifonment  was  difeovered  in 
1193  by  a minltrel  he  had  trained  up  in  his  court,  named 
Blonde!  de  Nefle ; who  (no  one  knowing  in  what  country 
the  king  had  arrived  fince  he  left  the  Holy  Land)  refolved 
to  fearch  for  him ; and  after  travelling  fome  time,  came  to 
a town  called  Tribales,  near  the  caftle  where,  the  king  was ; 
and  on  being  informed  a prifoner,  whom  nobody  knew, 
had  been  detained  there  more  than  a year,  he  tried  to  get  a 
fight  of  him,  but  this  proving  impraiflicable,  he  one  day, 
being  feated  oppofite  a window  of  the  caftle,  began  to  ling 
. a fong  in  French  [O  Richard!  0 mon  Roi!'\  -w  hich  they  had 
formerly  compofed  together.  When  the  King  heard  it,  he 
knew  it  could  be  no  other  than  Blondel  who  fang,  and 
therefore  when  he  paufed  at  the  half  of  the  fong,  the  King 

began 
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1216 — On  the  death  of  Ifabel,  Almarick  Mont- 
fort,  Earl  of  Eurieux,  by  Mabel  eldeft  daughter 
of  William  Fitz-Roy,  fucceeded  to  the  Earldom 
of  Gloucefter,  but  died  foon  after  without  iflue; 
when  Gilbert  de  Clare  (fon  of  Richard  Earl  of 
Clare  and  Hertford,  by  Amicia,  fecond  daughter 
of  William;  who  on  the  death  of  Mabel,  his 
wife’s  eldeft  After,  had  taken  upon  him  the  title 
of  Earl  of  Gloucefter)  fucceeded  to  the  Earldom 
of  Gloucefter  and  Hertford.  He  died  1230,  14th 
Henry  III.  and  was  buried  at  Tewkeibury,  leav- 
ing ilTue, 

Richard  de  Clare,  who  died  in  the  wars  againft 
Henry  III.  and  was  buried  at  Tewkefbury  46th 
Henry  III.  1262,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon 
and  heir 

Gilbert  de  Clare,  called  the  Red,  who  went  to 
Henry  III.  then  at  Bourdeaux,  to  be  invefted 
with  his  father’s  inheritance,  but  he  did  not  ob- 
tain it  till  after  having  folicited  a long  time,  and 
being  obliged  to  make  the  King  confiderable  pre- 
fents;  he  died  1295,  23d  Edward  I.* *  leaving 
^ Gilbert 


began  the  other  half  and  compleated  it.  Thus  Blondel  hav- 
ing gained  the  knowledge  Avhere  the  King  his  matter  was, 
Teturned  home  to  England,  and  acquainted  the  Barons  with 
it,  who  immediately  fet  about  procuring  his  releafe;  and 
he  arrived  at  Sandwich  (from  Antwerp)  March  ao,  II94» 
after  a four  years  abfence. 

• 1288,  he  v'as  Speaker  to  the  Lords  at  a Parliament 
holden  at  Weftminfter. 

He  fell  under  the  difpleafure  of  King  Edward  I.  for  not 
accompanying  him  in  his  arms  to  Flanders,  and  all  his  lands 

were 
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Gflbert  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was  then  but  five 
years  of  age.  His  mother,  1296,  marrying  Ralph" 
de  Monthermer  without  the  king  her  father’s 
knowledge,  the  faid  Ralph  was  committed  to  pri- 
fon,  and  all  the  lands  and  caftles  formerly  granted 
to  Earl  Gilbert  feized  into  the  King’s  hands;  on 
the  mediation  of  the  bifhop  of  Durham  they  were 
reftored,  and  he  was  fummoned  to  parliament  as 
Earl  of  Gloucefter  and  Hertford,  wluchhe  enjoyed 
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were  feized  to  the  King’s  ufe,  but  reftored  1290,  on  hia 
taking  to  wife  the  Kang's  fecond  daughter,  Joan  de  Acres, 
fo  called  from  being  born  to  him  at  the  city  of  Aeon  in  the  . 
Holy  Land  1272,  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  by  his  Queen 
Eleanor,  fo  famous  for  her  conjugal  love ; having  this  fame 
year  refeued  the  King  from  death  by  fucking  the  woundS' 
he  had  received  with  a poifoned  knife,  (from  Anzazim  the 
Sarazen,  an  aflalTm)  whereby  Ihe  perfeflly  drew  out  the 
venom  and  healed  him.  She  died  28th  of  Nov.  1291,  at 
Hardeby  or  Homeby  (fome  fay  Grantham)  in  Lincolnlhire,. 
and  was  carried  to  Weflminller  to  be  interred;  ten  crolTes 
were  eredled  in  honour  of  her  memory  where  the  body 
relied;  the  firft  at  Lincoln,  and  the  laft  at  Charing-Crofs. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Ferdinand  III.  and  filler  to  Al- 
phonfus.  King  of  Caftile  and  Leon,  fumamed  the  Wifej 
under  whofe  dire<ftion  aftronomical  tables  w'cre  compofcd, 
at  the  expence  of  400,000  crowns. 

King  Edward  I.  died  7th  of  July  1307,  aged  68,  after  a. 
reign  of  thirty-four  years  and  upwards.  He  was  buried  at 
Wellminfter,  and  his  body  being  done  oyer  v/ith  wax,  wa» 
lb  preferred,  that  May  2,  i774>  lome  antiquarianshaving 

?;ot  permiflion  from  the  chapter,  on  examining  his  tomb,, 
ound  his  corps  unconfumed,  though  it  had  been  buried 
near  467  years. 

1273,  2d  Edward  I.  Rodolph  of  IlMlburgli,  was  the  firft 
Emperor  of  the  Houfe  of  Aullria  in  Gerpjany.  This  em- 
pire had  been  founded  A.  800  by  Cliarlemagne.. 


1298,. 
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till  his  fon-In-law  Gilbert  de  Clare  came  of  age, 
when  he  was  fummoned  as  Lord  Monthermer.* 

Gilbert  de  Clare  was  flain  in  that  defeat,  (the 
mofl:  terrible  England  had  ever  endured  fince  the 
beginning  of  the  monarchy)  on  the  25th  of  June 
1314,  7th  Edward  II.  at  the  battle  of  Banock- 
bourn,f  by  the  river  of  that  name. 

Robert  Bruce,  king  of  Scotland,  fent  his  body 
to  King  Edward  without  any  ranfom,  and  it  was 

buried 


1298,  27th  Edward  I.  the  Turklfh  emmre  began  in  By- 
thinia.  Ottoman  or  Ofman  was  the  firft  Emperor. 

Anno  1296,  King  Edward  I.  having  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  moll  of  the  principal  places  in  Scotland,  July  2,  Baliol 
King  of  Scotland  came  to  him  at  Kincardin,  and  made  a 
formal  refignation  of  his  kingdom ; fhortly  after,  the  Hates 
being  alTembled  at  Berwick,  the  nobility  and  officers  of  the 
kingdom  fwore  fealty  to  Edward ; who  then  brought  the 
crowTi,  fceptre,  and  reft  of  the  regalia,  into  England;  alfo 
the  famous  chair,  containing  the  ftone  of  Scone,  in  which 
their  kings  w'ere  inaugurated;  fince  made  tife  of  at  the  co- 
ronation of  our  kings  in  Weftminfter-abbey. 

=*  From  his  grandaughter  Margaret,  by  marriage  with  Sir 
' John  Montagu,  fatlier  of  John  Earl  of  Salilbury,  defcended 
the  late  Duke  of  Montagu,  (who  was  Marquis  of  Monther- 
mer)  the  Duke  of  Manchefter,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  and 
the  late  Earl  of  Halifax,  w'hofe  title  is  extindl.  The  name  of 
Montagu  was  taken  from  a lharp-pointed  mountain  in  So- 
merfetlhire,  in  Latin  de  Monte  Acuto,  hence  Montacute, 
and  de  Montaigu,  or  Montagu,  French. 

f Between  30,000  Scots,  and  200,000  Englilh,  w’ho  were 
-routed  wdth  the  lofs  of  50,000  llain,  and  30,000  prifoners. 

King  Edward  II.  is  the  firft  King  of  England  who  took 
a coronation  oath,  that  remains  upon  record. 
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buried  at  Tevv’kefbury  (where  he  was  born)  near 
his  father,  grandfather,  and  great-grandfather. 
Dying  without  any  heir  male,  his  lifters  became 
his  heirsi  Eleanor,  wife  to  Hugh  Difpenfer;  Mar- 
garet, to  Piers  de  Gavefton;  and  Elizabeth,  to  John 
de  Burgh.  Hugh  de  Audeley  married  Margaret, 
relief  of  Piers  de  Gavefton;  and  nth  Edward  III.* 

1337^ 


* Anno  1340,  13th  of  his  reign,  he  went  into  Flanders, 
and  by  perfuafion  of  the  Flemings,  took  upon  him  the  llile, 
title,  and  arms  of  King  of  France,  viz.  Three  Fleurs  d« 
Lys,  adding  this  motto,  ‘ Dieu  et  Mon  Droit,’  ,Qod  and 
my  Right.  This  ftep  he  took  that  they  might  the  better 
jullify  partaking  m his  quarrel,  and  difpenfe  with  their  oath, 
and  bond  of  two  millions  of  crowns,  never  to  bear  arms 
againft  the  king  of  France.  Some  authors  pretend  that  the 
above  motto  was  firft  ufed  by  Richard  I.  after  the  battle  of 
Giforsin  1195. 

January  i,  1343,  he  inlUtuted  the  order  of  Knights  of 
King  Arthur’s  round  table,  at  Windfor. 

Auguft  26,  1346,  was  fought  the  famous  battle  of  Crelly, 
when  (befides  the  kings  of  Bohemia  and  Majorca,  and  nine 
other  Princes)  80  knights  bannerets,  laoo  knights,  and 
30,000  common  foldiers,  were  flain. 

The  king  of  Bohemia’s  llandard,  on  which  were  em- 
broidered in  gold,  three  Oftrich  feathers,  with  this  motto, 
* Ich  Dien,’  I ferve;  was  brought  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
(Edward  the  Black  Prince)  who,  in  memory  of  the  day,  bore 
them  in  his  coronet  with  the  fame  motto ; and  they  have 
ever  lince  been  borne  by  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Great  Guns  are  faid  to  have  been  firft  ufed  at  this  battle ; 

, hut  thisx:an  hardly  be,  as  gunpowder  was  not  found  out  till 
1400  by  Swartz  of  Cologne.  But  Capt.  Drinkwater,  in 
his  ingenious  Hiftory  of  Gibraltar,  fays,  “ It  is  worthy  re- 
mark, that  cannons  are  laid  to  have  been  firft  made  ufe  of 

by 
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1337,  was  created  Earl  of  Gloucefter;  he  died 
aift  Edward  III.  1348,  leaving  only  a daughter^ 
married  to  Ralph  Baron  Stafford. 

1385,  9th  Richard  11.  Thomas  of  Woodftock, 
Earl  of  Buckingham,  (youngeft  fon  of  Edward 
III.)  was  created  firft  Duke  of  Gloucefter.* 

1399,  22d  Richard  II.  Thomas  Lord  Le  De- 
fpenfer,  great  grandfon  of  Hugh  Le  Defpenfer,  who 
married  Eleanor,  eldeft  fifter  of  Gilbert  de  Clare, 

was 


by  the  Moors  when  befieged  in  Algeziras  in  1344  by  moll  of 
the  Chrillian  potentates,  and  the  Englifh,  profiting  by  the 
knowledge  gamed  on  tliis  occalion,  afterwards  ufed  them, 
at  the  glorious  battle  of  Crelfy.” 

1349,  Edward  III.  inllituted  the  moll  noble  and  illullri- 
ous  Order  of  the  Garter. 

September  19,  1356,  was  fought  the  battle  of  Poicfliers, 
with  great  lofs  to  the  French,  though  fix  to  one  in  number, 
in  which  their  king,  John,  was  taken  prifoner,and  condudled 
to  London. 

Edward  the  Black  Prince  (fo  called  from  his  black  ar- 
mour) died  June  8,  1376,  in  the  46th  year  of  his  age,  and. 
was  by  his  own  defire  buried  at  Canterbury.  He  is  faid 
never  to  have  undertaken  an  expedition  without  conquell^ 
or  formed  a fiege  without  carrying  the  place.  He  wns  fa- 
ther to  Richard  II.  at  whofe  coronation,  i6th  July  1377, 
mention  is  firll  made  of  the  appearance  of  a champion  in 
Wellminller-hall,  to  challenge  any  one  who  Ihould  difpute 
the  king’s  title.  The  origin  of  this  cuftom  is  not  known; 
but  it  is  thought  to  be  of  an  older  date ; fince  Sir  John  Dim- 
mock  performed  it  now,  by  virtue  of  a right  annexed  to  the 
manor  of  Scrlvelby  in  Lincolnlhire;  which  he  held  in  right 
of  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Marmion.  The 
above  manor  Hill  continues  in  the  family  of  Dimniock. 

* See  accouBt  of  his  death,  page  163. 
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-was  created  Earl  of  Gloucefter.  In  1400,  ill 
Henry  IV.  he  was  degraded  by  parliament,  attaint- 
ed of  liigh  treafon,  and  beheaded  at  Briftol.* 

1414 — Humphrey  of  Lancafter  (fourth  fon  of 
Henry  IV.)  was  by  his  brother  Henry  V.f  in  the 
fecond  year  of  his  reign,  created  Duke  of  Glou- 
celler;  he  was  protedor  to  his  nephew  Henry  VI. 
and  ufed  to  ftile  himfelf  ‘ Son,  brother,  and  uncle 
of  Kings]  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  Earl  of  Henault, 
Holland,  Zeland,  and  Pembroke;  Lord  of  Frief- 
land,  great  Chamberlain  of  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, Proteftor  and  Defender  of  the  fame  kingdom 
and  church  of  England.’  He  governed  the  king- 
dom 


* See  page  163. 

f Henry  V.  furriamed  of  Monmouth,  becaufe  born  there 
in  1388,  was  crowned  oth  April  1413,  and  on  the  ajth  of 
06t.  1415,  gained  the  famous  battle  of  Azincourt  or  Agln- 
court ; where  the  French  were,  according  to  Mezerai,  four 
times  fuperior  in  number  to  him;  and  he  is  faid  to  have 
taken  more  prifoners  than  he  had  foldiers  in  his  army.  The 
day  before  the  battle  he  fent  David  Gam,  a brave  Wclfh 
captain,  to  view  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  who  gallantly 
reported,  “ That  there  were  enough  to  be  killed,  enough 
to  be  taken,  and  enough  to  run  away. 

June  a,  1430,  he  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Charles 
VI.  king  of  France,  and  by  the  treaty  of  Troye,  figned 
May  at,  was  declared  regent,  and  after  Charles’s  death# 
heir  to  the  crown  of  France;  but  died  31ft  Auguft  I4aa, 
in  the  34th  year  of  his  age.  After  his  death  his  queen 
nian-ied  Owen  Tudor,  efq.  Their  eldeft  fon  Edmond 
Tudor,  who,  31ft  of  Henry  VI.  was  created  Earl  of  Rich- 
mond, married  Margaret,  (daughter  of  John  Beaufort  Duke 
of  Somerfet,  grandfon  of  John  of  Gaunt  Duke  of  Lancafter, 
by  Catherine  Swinford)  by  whom  he  had  Henry  Earl  of 
Richmond,  aftewards  Henry  VH. 
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dom  twenty-five  years,  and  was  a great  friend  and 
patron  both  to  his  country  and  learning,  whence 
he  was  called  the  Good ; yet  by  the  malice  of  Mar- 
garet of  Anjou,  queen  of  Henry  VI.  he  was  feized 
and  imprifonedat  St.  Edmondfbury  1446,  and  the 
fame  night,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  fbrangled,  being  found 
dead  in  his  bed ; though  his  body  was  (hewn  to 
the  parliament,  and  it  was  affirmed  that  he  died 
of  a palfy.* 

1461 — Richard 


• He  was  buried  at  St.  Alban’s,  where  part  of  his  body, 
embalmed,  was  found  not  many  years  ago.  An  erroneous 
report  for  a long  time  prevailed,  of  his  having  been  buried 
in  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral ; and  the  tomb  of  Sir  John  Beau- 
champ being  taken  for  his,  was  accordingly  much  reforted 
to ; and  from  people  fauntering  'about  it  till  dinner  (hour 
was  paft,  and  thereby  lofing  their  dinner,  grew  the  old  pro- 
verb of  ‘ Dining  with  Duke  Hymphrey.’  Others  fay,  that 
the  good  Duke  having  kept  an  open  table,  where  any  gen- 
tleman was  welcome  to  dme,  after  his  deceafe,  the  proverb 
meant  to  go  dinnerlefs. 

1455,  on  the  a3d  of  May,  King  Henry  VI.  was  taken 
prifoner  at  the  battle  of  St.  Alban’s,  the  firft  fought  between 
the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter.  In  1461,  after  another 
battle  near  the  fame  place,  his  queen  being  vidtorious,  he 
was  freed;  the  fame  year  4th  of  March,  he  was  depofed, 
and  Edward  IV,  crowned;  Odfober  25,  1470,  Henry  re- 
mounted the  throne;  but  feven  months  after,  in  1471,  he 
was  again  imprifoned  in  the  Tower,  where  he  died  May 
a.^d  of  the  fame  year,  aged  49;  the  accounts  of  which  aie 
differently  related. 

I47t»  the  art  of  printing  was  brought  into  England  by 
Wm.  Caxton,  of  London,  mercer,  who  managed  the  firft 
prefs  fet  up  in  the  Almery  of  Weftrainfter,  (by  Klip  the 
abbot)  till  1494,  when  he  died. 

Printing  with  wooden  blocks,  and  very  foon  after  with 
feparate  wooden  types,  w'as  firft  performed  by  L.  Kofter,  at 

liarlaetn* 
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1461 — Richard,  (afterwards  King  Richard  III.) 
youngeft  brother  to  bdward  iV.  was  by  him,  in 
the  lirft  year  of  his  reign,  created  Duke  of  Glou- 
cefter;  and  on  the  226  of  Auguft  1485,  flain  in 
that  ever- memorable  battle  of  Bofworth  Field.* 

The 


Harlaem,  1430;  whence  it  was  brought  in  145a  by  Francis 
Corfellis,  and  introduced  at  Oxford. 

Metal  types  were  invented  by  John  Geinsfleich  Guttem- 
burgh  of  Mentz,  and  Full,  1441. — ^The  method  of  cafting 
types  was  difcovered  by  Peter  Scheeffer  1452. 

Others  again  fay,  that  John  Mantel,  of  Strafbourg,  was 
the  firft  who  invented  the  art  of  printing.  Each  has  his 
fcveral  advocates,  but  Guttemburgh  feems  to  be  the  beft 
fupported,  and  intitled  to  the  difcovery. 

The  firft  printed  book  wafe  the  Catholicon  Januenfis,  folio, 
dated  1460,  faid  to  be  now  in  the  King’s  library  ; and  the 
advocates  for  Full  being  the  inventor,  fay,  it  is  his  tj^je ; 
for  though  it  has  not  his  name,  it  perfedlly  refembles  fome 
printed  loon  after,  to  which  it  is  affixed. 

The  firft  quarto  was  Tully’s  Offices  in  1465  and*  1466; 
and  of  this  there  are  copies  with  both  dates,  in  the  Bodleian 
and  C.  C.  College  libraries,  Oxford. 

Fuft  or  Fauft  carried  fome  of  his  printed  bibles  to  Paris, 
and  wanted  tolmpofe  them  on  the  French  as  MSS.  who, 
confidering  the  number  of  books,  and  their  exacft  confor- 
mity with  each  other,  concluded  there  was  witchcraft  in  the 
cafe,  and  threatening  to  indidl  him,  extorted  the  fecret. 
Hence  the  origin  of  the  popular  ftory  of  Dr.  Fauftus. 

* Whereby  an  end  was  put  to  the  wars  between  the 
Houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  occafioned  by  the  acceffion 
’of  King  Henry  IV.  1399,  having  lafted  eighty-fix  years; 
.during  which  twelve  pitched  battles  were  fought ; and  four 
kings,  one  prince,  ten  dukes,  two  marquifles,  twenty-one 

earls. 
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The  title  of  Duke  of  Glbucefter  was  not  dif- 
pofed  of  for  1 74  years.  King  Charles  II.  in  the 
loth  year  of  his  reign,  1659,  created  his  younge/l. 
brother  Prince  Henry,  Duke  of  Gloucefter;  he 
died  the  year  following. 

1689 — William,  fon  of  thePrincefs  (afterwards 
queen)  Anne*  and  George  Prince  of  Denmark, 
was,  ift  William  and  Mary,  created  Duke  of 
Gloucefter;  who  died  1700. 

1717-18,  4th  George  I.  Frederick  Lewis,  eldeft 
fon  to  his  late  Majefty,  and  father  to  our  prefent 
moft  gracious  Sovereign,  Was  Jan.  lO,  created  Duke 
of  Gloucefter  j died  20th  March  1751,  Prince  of 
Wales;  and  on  the  19th  of  Nov.  1764,  4th 
George  III.  the  title  was  by  his  prefent  Majefty. 
conferred  on  his  fecond  bro  her  his  Royal  Highnefs 
Prince  William  Henry,  then  created  Duke  of 

Gloucefter; 


earls,  twenty-feven  lords,  two  vifcounts,  one  1°^*^  prior,  one 
judge,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  knights,  four  hundred 
and  forty-one  efquires,  and  eighty-four  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  private  foldiers,  loft  their  lives. 

i486 — Henry  VII.  mai-rying  Elizabeth,  eldeft  daughter 
of  Edward  IV.  the  two  houfes  were  united. 

1491,  6th  Henry  VII.  Ferdinand  V.  king  of  Spain,  re- 
covered the  city  and  country  of  Granada  from  the  Moors ; 
(which  they  had  been  poflefied  of  above  700  years)  Pope 
Alexander  VI.  thereupon  gave  him  the  title  of  the  Catho- 
lick  King. 

♦ In  1702,  Queen  Anne  ordered  “ Semper  Eadem”  to 
be  ufed,  as  her  motto.  20th  July  1706,  6th  Queen  Anne, 
the  articles  of  union  between  England  and  Scotland  were 
figned  by  the  Commiflioners  of  both  kingdoms. 
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Gloucefter;  who  Sept.  6,  1766,  married  Maria 
Countefs  Dowager  of  Waldegrave,  daughter  of 
Sir  Edward  W^pole,  K.  B.  by  whom  he  has 
ifllie  living, 

Sophitf  Matilda,  born  May  29,  1773;  and 
William  Frederick,  born  at  Rome  January  15, 
1776.  Caroline  Augufta  Maria,  born  June  24, 
J774,  died  March  14,  1775. 


Account  of  the  Great  Tunnel  which  forms 
part  of  the  Communication  between  the  Se^* 
VERN  and  Thames  Rivers. 

From  Cheltenham  to  Park  Corner  (by  the 
new  road)  1 5 miles,  \])ere  hait\  go  one  mile 
farther  to  Salperton,  where  is  one  of  the  entrances 
of  the  Great  Tunnel;  which  was  finidied  in  Nov. 
1789,  and  has  effefted  the  greateft  objedl  of  inter- 
ne navigation  in  this  kingdom.  The  Severn  was 
united  to  the  Thames  by  an  intermediate  canal, 
afcending  by  Stroud,  through  the  vale  of  Chalford, 
to  the  height  of  343  feet,  by  forty  locks,  there  en- 
tering a tunnel*  through  the  hill  of  Salperton,  for 
the  length  of  two  miles  and  three  furlongs,  and  de- 

P fcending 


♦ This  tunnel  was  begun  at  each  end,  and  the  mode  of 
making  it  was  by  forming  pits  the  whole  length  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  aaoor  230  yards,  where  eight  gangs  were  kept  at 

work. 
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fcending  by  twenty-two  locks,  it  joins  the  Thames 
near  Lechlade. 

A boat  with  an  union  flag  on  her  maft-head, 
pafled  laden  for  the  firfl:  time  to  St.  John’s  Bridge, 
below  Lechlade,  in  the  prefence  of  great  numbers 
of  people  who  were  aflembled  on  the  occafion,  and 
who  anfwered  a falute  of  1 2 pieces  of  cannon  from 
Bufcot  Park  by  loud  liuzzas.  A dinner  was  given 
at  five  of  the  principal  inns  at  Lechlade,  and  the  day 
ended  with  ringing  of  bells,  a bonfire,  and  a ball. 

With  refpeil;  to  the  internal  commerce  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  fecurity  of  communication  in 
time  of  war,  this  junftion  of  the  Thames  and  Se- 
vern* muft:  be  attended  with  the  mod:  beneficial 

confequences. 


work.  The  labourers  were  paid  from  41. 14s.  6d.  to  5I.  ibs. 
a yard,  out  of  which  they  found  candles,  gunpowder,  and 
labour,  both  in  arching  and  clearing  the  pallage.  The 
eight  gangs,  confifting  of  3 miners,  2 fillers  of  waggons,  2 
drivers,  and  one  perfon  to  empty  the  waggon,  cleared  about 
20  yards  in  a week ; they  worked,  with  reliefs  every  eight 
hours,  day  and  night,  Sunday  not  excepted.  The  bricks 
were  burnt  on  the  fpot,  and  the  brick- work  (12  or  18  inches 
thick)  carried  on  as  they  proceeded.  Below  the  bafe  of  the 
arch  is  a concave  pavement  of  bricks  placed  with  the  ends 
downward,  and  ramm’d  very  hard  into  the  earth.  The 
diftance  from  the  top  of  the  arch  to  the  fiirface  of  the  hill  is 
from  70  to  90  yards.  A fmall  tunnel  four  feet  fquare  was 
firfi;  carried  on  to  drain  off  the  water  from  the  larger  one, 
and  make  the  work  eafier*  The  foil  is  chiefly  a blue  marie, 
very  hard,  part  rocky,  and  worked  vi'ith  gunpowder ; and 
few  fprings,  though  the  damps  were  great. 

The  firft  contra<flor  received  7I.  a yard  for  the  tunnel, 
making  the  whole  expence  30,800!.  for  4400  yards. 

♦ The  following  curious  letter  is  copied  from  the  Bath 
Chronicle  of  the  a6th  of  Nov.  1789,  addrefied  to  the  Printer. 

“ Sir, 
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confequences.  Amongft  other  advantages,  ftone 
for  building,  with  which  the  hills  near  Bifley 
abound,  and  for  paving,  in  the  Foreft  of  Dean, 
may  now  reach  London  at  an  eafy  rate.  All  the 
heavy  articles  from  the  mines  and  founderies  in 
the  heart  of  Wales,  and  the  counties  contiguous  to 
the  Severn,  may  find  a fecure  and  certain  convey- 
ance to  the  capital. 

In  fhort,  this  undertaking  is  worthy  of  a great 
commercial  nation,  and  does  credit  to  the  exertions 
of  the  individuals,  who  have  promoted  and  corn- 
pleated  a work  of  fuch  magnitude,  at  an  expence  of 
near  2oo,oool. 

The  arched  tunnel  carried  through  the  bowels 
of  a mountain,  near  two  miles  and  a half  long,  and 


“ Sir,  Friday,  Nov.  20,  1789. 

“ Yefterday  a marriage  took  place  between  Madam 
Sahrina,  a lady  of  Cambrian  extradtion,  and  miftrefs  of 
very  extenfive  property  in  Montgomeryfhire,  (where  Ihe  was 
born)  and  counties  of  Salop,  Stafford,  Worcefter,  and  Glou- 
cefter,  and  Mr.  Thames,  commonly  called  Father  Thames, 
a native  of  Gloucefterihire,  now  a merchant  trading  from 
the  city  of  London  to  all  parts  of  the  known  world.  The 
ceremony  took  place  at  Lechlade,  by  fpecial  licence,  in  the 
prefence  of  hundreds  of  admiring  fpedlators,  with  myfelf, 
who  figned  as  witnelfes ; — from  whence  the  happy  pair 
went  to  breakfaft  at  Oxford ; dine  at  London,  and  cpn- 
fummate  at  Gravefend ; where  the  venerable  Neptune,  his 
whole  train  of  inferior  deities  and  nymphs,  with  his  wife 
Venus  and  her  train,  are  to  fling  the  flocking.  An  union 
which  prefages  many  happy  confequences  and  a numerous 
offspring. — I mention  the  lady’s  name,  as  the  tendre  came 
' from  her,  after  many  flruggles  with  her  modefly  and  Cam- 
brian averfion  to  a Saxon  fpoufe. 

A TRAVELLER.” 

P 2 15  wide, 
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1 5 wide,  at  a level  250  feet  below  its  fummit,  is  a 
work  worthy  admiration,  and  the  locks  afcending 
from  Stroud  are  executed  in  a manner  deferving 
commendation. 

The  Stroud  canal  enters  the  Severn  at  Frami- 
lode,  and  is  eight  miles  in  extent.  It  communi- 
cates with  the  Ifis  canal,  which  is  thirty  miles  in 
length,  and  empties  itfelf  into  the  Ifis  at  Leclilade. 

At  the  diftance  of  a quarter  of  a mile  below 
Salperton  is  Denway,  where  there  are  feven  locks, 
well  worth  feeing.  In  your  return  from  them 
leave  Salperton  on  the  left,  and  on  the  right  you 
will  fee  a line  of  thirteen  pits  or  fliafts  equally  di- 
vided from  Salperton  to  Heywood,  the  other  extre- 
mity of  the  fubterraneous  navigation. 


CIRENCESTER,  commonly  CICETER,'* 

Is  a very  ancient  city,  by  Ptolemy  called  Cori- 
nium  ; by  Antonine,  Durocornovium  ; by  Giral- 
dus,  Pafferum  Urbs,  the  fparrows  city,  upon  a 
report  that  Gurmunde,  a tyrant  from  Africk,  be- 
fiegirig  this  city,  tied  fire  to  the  wings  of  fparrows, 
which,  lighting  in  the  town  on  inflammable  matter, 
fet  fire  to  the  whole.  When  the  Romans  were  in 


* Called  in  the  Itinerary  Corinium  Dobunorum,  and 
placed  14  .miles  from.Glevum  or  Glofter,  and  ij  miles  from 
Spina,  now  a fmall  village,  which  ftill  retains  the  name  of 
Spine,  and  the  lands  near  it  Spinam  Lands.  The  town  of 
Newbury  was  built  out  of  its  ruins.  It  is  faid,  that  the 
Emperor  Conftantme  was  crowned  king  of  the  Britons  in 
this  city. 

Britain, 
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Britain,  they  fettled  a colony  at  tliis  place,  and  for  - 
tified  the  town  with  ftrong  lofty  walls,  extending 
two  miles  about;  and  a caftle,  the  remains  of  which 
are  Itill  to  be  feen.  Here  their  Confular  waysf 
met,  and  crofled  each  other. 

When  they  left  the  ifland  in  430,  the  Britons 
placed  a garrifon  here,  and  defended  it  many  years 
againft  the  Saxons ; to  whom  at  laft,  under  Cheu- 
line  king  of  the  Weft- Saxons,  they  were  obliged  to 
fubmit  at  the  battle  of  Dyrham  577.* * 

Ciceter  was  fooh  after  made  a frontier  garrifon 
againft  the  Mercians;  to  whom  (under  Peda  firft 
Chriftian  king  of  Mercia,  and  fon  of  Penda)  they 
were  forced  to  furrender  it  in  656;  they  held  it 
till  the  reign  of  Ethelred  1.  872,  fifth  foie  monarch,, 
when  the  Danes  under  Guthrum  (the  former,  no 
doubt,  miftaken  for  him)  took  it,  and  put  all  the 
inhabitants  to  the  fword ; after  which  they  ereifted 
a tower  here,  the  ruins  whereof  are  ftill  vifible,  and 
called  by  corruption  Grifmond’s  Tower. 


-j-  The  great  Fofie-way,  the  Irmin-ftreet,  and  the  Acman- 
ftreet,  by  ibme  called  the  Ickenild-way,  which  paffed  not  far 
from  Witnej'  in  its  courle  to  Cirenceller,  where  the  four 
great  ways  crofled. 

Some  hiftorians  fay,  “ That  the  Acman-ftreet  was  not  one 
of  the  four,  but  was  confiderable  for  conducing  to  the  city 
of  Bath  infirm  people  troubled  with  aches ; whence  that 
city,  bv  ancient  -wTiters,  was  called  Acaraanum,,or  Akemanf- 
flreet.^’ 

* Dyrham,  five  miles  from  Bath,  where  thfee  Britifll 
kings,  Commeaile,  Condidan,  and  Fairemeoil  or  Farimi- 
naile,  were  flain,  and  the  cities  of  Gloucefter,  Cirencefter,. 
and  Bath,  thereupon  yielded  to  the  Weft-Saxonsi 

But 
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But  Alfred,  (who,  after  fighting  feven  battles 
againft  the  Danes  in  876,  was,  upon  a reinforce- 
ment of  them  coming  over,  obliged  in  878  to  fe- 
crete  himfelf  in  the  Ifle  of  Athelney,  near  Taunton 
in  Somerfet)  collefting  his  friends  and  fcattered 
forces,  foon  after  engaged  and  totally  routed  them 
at  the  battle  of  Edington  or  Ethandun  in-  the 
fame  county;  on  which  they  quitted  Chippenham, 
where  they  had  feated  themfelves,  and  fome  came  to 
Cirencefter;  here  they  remained  a year,  but  in  879 
left  this  place  alfo;  fince  which  it  has  never  been 
inhabited  to  the  circuit  of  its  walls. 

1020 — In  the  reign  of  Canute,  that  Prince  held 
a council  of  parliament  here,  and  an  adf  was  pafled 
declaring  prince  Ethelwold  an  outlaw. 

1150. — In  the  wars  between  King  Stephen  and 
the  Emprefs  Maud,  Robert  Earl  of  (jloucefter 
took  pofleffion  of  this  town,  and  placed  a ftrong 
garrifon  in  it. 

1173 — 19th  Henry  II.  the  caftle  was  feized  by 
the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  who  held  it  out  againft  the 
king’s  forces  for  fome  time,  but  at  laft  was  obliged 
to  furrender  upon  conditions. 

1216 — ift  Henry  III.  the  King,  having  taken  it 
by  ftorm,  ordered  the  caftle  and  walls  to  be  de- 
molilhed. 

1321 — King  Edward  II.  met  his  army  here  at 
Chriftmas. 

1400 — ift  Henry  IV.  the  Duke  of  Surrey  and 
Earl  of  Salifbury,  Duke  of  Exeter,  and  Earl  of 
Gloucefter,  took  up  arxns  in  favour  of  the  clepofed 

ca])tive 
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captive  King  Richard  11. * and  were  lodged  at  two 
inns  in  this  town  j the  bailiff  or  mayor  having  no- 
tice of  it,  furrounded  them  with  400  of  the  inha- 
bitants in  two  parties;  broke  open  that  defended 
by  the  Duke  of  Surrey  and  Earl  of  Salifbury,  who, 
being  very  much  wounded,  were  by  the  mayor’s 
order  immediately  beheaded,  and  their  heads  fent 
to  King  Henry  I V.;  the  other  two  efcaped  for  that 
time,  but  were  fhortly  after  taken,  and  loft  their 
heads  on  a fcaftbld.  The  Duke  of  Exeter,  at 
Plefheyf  in  Eflex,  and  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter  at 
Briftol.  Thus  began  the  unhappy  feuds  on  the 
acceffion  of  the  houfe  of  Lancafter.J 


* He  was  grandfon  of  Edward  III.  from  whom  fprang 
the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter.  Lionel,  his  third  fon, 
had  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  (with  whom  having  the  honour 
of  Clare,  he  was  created  Duke  of  Clarence)  Philippa,  mar- 
ried to  Edmund  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  father  of  Earl 
Roger ; whofe  daughter  Anne,  by  marriage  with  Richard 
Planta^enet,  Duke  of  York  and  Earl  of  Cambridge,  (fon 
and  heir  of  Edmund  Langley,  fifth  fon  of  Edward  III.)  had 
Richard  Duke  of  York,  father  of  Edward  IV.  and  RicharcE 
HI. — ^John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancafter,  fourth  fon  of 
Edward  III.  was  father  of  Henry  IV. 

-f-  From  which  place  in  1397,  (only  three  years  before) 
Thomas  of  Woodftock,  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  the  King’s 
uncle,  had  at  his  inftigation  been  enticed  away  and  fent  to 
Calais,  where  he  was  murdered. 

The  caftle  of  Plefhey  was  the  feat  of  the  High  Conftables  of 
England,  even  before  the  conquell ; and  Thomas  of  Wood- 
ftock became  poflefiedof  it  by  marrying  Eleanor  eldeft  daugh- 
ter of  Humphrey  de  Bohun,  Earl  of  Hereford  and  Eflex. 

E In  this  town  alfo  was  the  firft  blood  Ihed  in  the  revo- 
lution of  1688,  when  Lord  Lovelace,  marching  with  a party 
to  join  the  Prince  of  Orange,  was  attacked  by  a militia  cap- 
tain, (who  was  killed  in  the  engagement)  taken^  prifoner, 

and 
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King  Henry  rewarded  the  mayor  of  Cirencefter’s 
loyalty  with  fome  grants. 

This  is  now  a market  and  borough  town,* *  90 
'miles  W.  from  London,  34  from  Oxford,  36  E. 
from  Briftol,  33  from  Bath,  17  S.  E.  from  Glou- 
cefter,  1 5 from  Cheltenham,  7 N.  W.  from  Crick- 
lade  in  Wiltfhire,  and  10  from  Tetbury,  on  the 
Bath  road;  it  is  fituated  on  the  borders  of  the 
Cotefwold  country,  and  on  the  rivers  Ceri,  or  Co- 
rin,  or  Chum,  whence  it  takes  its  name,  the  Bri- 
tons calling  it  Caro,  Ceri;  Cair  fignifying  a walled 
and  fortified  town. 

There  is  a great  deal  of  travelling  through  this 
place  from  the  north  to  the  weft  of  England  : it 
has  two  weekly  markets  ; Monday  for  grain  and  ail 
forts  of  commodities,  much  frequented;  Friday  for 
wool,  butchers  meat,  and  poultry,  which  has  much 
fallen  off  fince  the  dealers  in  wool  travel  about  the- 
country  and  buy  it  at  the  farm-houfes ; fo  that  in- 
ftead  of  30  or  40  waggon  loads  formerly  brought 
every  market-day,  there  are  not  more  than  one  or 
two  fent  now  for  public  fale  weekly. 

This  town  was  firft  made  a parliament  borough 
13th  Elizabeth,  and  lends  two  members,  who  are 
elected  by  all  fuch  houfekeepers  as  do  not  receive 
alms  from  the  parifli ; the  number  of  eledfors  be-  ■ 
tween  fix  and  feven  hundred.f 


and  carried  to  Gleucefter  gaol ; but  foon  releafed  on  the 
Prince’s  acceffion  to  the  crown. 

* It  gives  the  title  of  Baron  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  by 
creation  April  9,  1689,  ift  VViJliam  and  iVlary. 

•j*  The  prefent  Members  are,  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Lord 
Aplley,  eldelt  fon  of  Lord  Balhurft ; and  Robt.  Prellon,  efq. 


[ *65  ] 

The  government  of  the  town  is  vefted  In  two 
High  Conftables,  alMed  by  14  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants called  Wardfmen,  chofen  annually  at  the 
court-leet  of  the  manor. 

It  has  five  annual  fairs,  viz.  on  Eafter  Monday ; 
July  the  7th;  Oftober  the  28th,  for  all  forts  of 
commodities  ; the  week  before  Palm  Sunday,  and 
the  week  before  St.  Bartholomew,  for  cloth  only. 

Here  was  formerly  a mitred  abbey, built  by 
Henry  1.  and  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary;  the 
revenues  at  the  diflblution  were,  105  il.  7s.  id.  after 
having  bad  twenty-nine  abbots,  who  fat  as  Lords 
in  Parliament. 

It  is  with  fome  degree  of  juftice  affirmed,  that 
this  town  was  built  by  the  Romans,  for  whofe 
armies  it  became  a very  eminent  ftation,  and  was 
moft  defirably  fituated  for  fuch,  the  great  roads 
meeting  here ; a circumftance  which  doubtlefs  in- 
duced them  to  make  choice  of  it;  and  the  beautiful 
Roman  pavements,  the  fquare  ftones  with  Pont. 
Max.  and  other  infcriptions,  the  coins,  rings,  and 
intaglios,  that  have  been,  and  ftill  are,  found  here 
in  great  abundance,  bear  fufficient  teftimony  to  the 
antiquities  and  confequence  of  this  place. f 


* On  the  fcite  where  It  flood  is  now  a very  handfome 
houfe  and  garden,  the  prMerty  of  Thomas  Maflers,  efq; 
now  one  of  the  Members  for  the  county  of  Gloucefler,  (de- 
fcended  from  an  ancient  family  in  Kent)  many  of  whole  an- 
ceftors,  to  whom  6th  of  Elizabeth  it  was  granted,  have  re- 
'prefentcd  this  borough  in  parliament. 

t The  coins  are  chiefly  thofe  of  Antoninus,  Dioclelian, 
and  Conftantinc. 


A tefle- 
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The  Earl  of  Bathurft’s*  feat  is  diftinguirtied  by 
its  extenfive  and  elegant  plantations,  laid  out  and 
perfected  in  the  life-time  and  under  the  particular 
diredtions  of  Allen  Earl  Bathurft,  father  to  the 
prefent  noble  proprietor.  The  entrance  to  tlie 
park  is  at  a lodge  on  the  north  fide  of  the  houfe,  by 
a fpacious  gravel  walk,  lined  on  each  fide  by  a row 
of  ftately  elms;  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  en- 
trance, to  the  left,  is  an  oblique  profpecf  of  the 
north- weft  front  of  the  houfe,  with  a fine  fweep  of 
lawn  before  it,  and  a grove  of  lofty  trees  on  each 
fide;  turning  to  the  right  the  walk  divides,  one 
branch  leads  to  the  terras,,  the  other  runs  by  the 
fide  of  it  in  a ferpentine  diredlion  above  a mile  in 
length,  finely  arched  and  fliaded;  at  the  end  is  a 
fmall  building  called  Pope’s  Seat,  where  this  great 
genius  frequently  retired,  when  on  a vifit  to  his 
noble  friend.  There  is  a lawn  before  it,  to  the 
centre  of  which  eight  viftas  are  diredled,  termina- 


A teflelated  pavement  was  difcovered  in  1777,  under  the 
fhop  and  warehoufe  of  Mefifs.  Robert  and  William  Crome, 
in  Dyer-ftreet,  about  eighteen  feet  fquare,  of  which  they 
had  deftroyed  nearly  half  before  it  was  taken  notice  of. 
The  centre  of  it  is  Hill  preferved,  and  confifts  of  an  odlago- 
nal  border,  inclofing  a wreathed  figure,  with  rays  pointed  to 
the  angles  of  the  odfagon.  There  was  alfo  a fmaller  figure 
of  the  fame  kind,  in  the  middle  of  each  apartment,  and  the 
pavement  together  had  very  much  the  refemblance  of  a 
rich  Turkey  carpet.  Among  other  traces  of  Roman  anti- 
quities in  this  town,  there  is  now,  in  the  garden  of  Jofeph 
Carpenter,  in  Lewis-lane,  the  remains  of  a Roman  hypo- 
cauft  or  fubterraneous  ftove. 

* A very  ancient  family,  feated  at  Bathurft,  near  Battle- 
Abbey  in  Suflex,  where  their  caftle  was  demolilhed  in  the 
wars  between  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter. 

ting 
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ting  with  the  profpe6l  of  neighbouring  churches, 
and  other  agreeable  objects ; one  of  them  a fine 
lofty  column,  in  the  midlt  of  the  deer  park,  on 
which  is  placed  the  ftatue  of  Qiieen  Anne,  larger 
than  the  life ; it  is  near  a mile  difiant  from  the 
lK)ufe,  behind  which  (lands  the  beautiful  tower  of 
the  parifh  church  of  Cirencefier,  fo  directly  in  the 
centre  of  it,  with  their  fronts  parallel  to  each  other, 
that  an  obl'erver  at  the  pillar  might  be  eafily  in- 
duced to  believe  the  tower  to  be  part  of  the  houfe, 
were  it  not  of  a different  colour. 

The  terras  is  (heltered  on  the  N.  E.  by  a thick 
plantation  of  wood,  with  a border  of  (hrubs  and 
evergreens ; it  commands  a diftant  profpect  of  the 
north  of  Wiltfhire,  and  terminates  at  a handfome 
octagonal  building  about  a mile  from  the  houfe. 
In  the  middle  of  the  terras,  at  a large  pair  of  gates, 
(a  communication  between  the  deer  and  lodge 
parks)  is  feen  a large  lake  of  water  a little  to  the 
right  of  the  houfe,  having  the  appearance  of  a con- 
fiderable  river,  but  is  only  a pleating  deception, 
produced  by  planting  clumps  of  trees  to  conceal 
the  extremities  of  the  lakej  and  was  necelfary  from 
the  fparing  hand  with  which  nature  has  dealt  its 
favours,  as  to  that  element,  to  this  place  j there 
not  being,  perhaps,  a perennial  fpring  to  be  found 
within  it.  The  eye  is  no  where  offended  with  the 
appearance  of  bare  walls,  nor  can  it  judge  of  the 
extent  of  the  park,  as  the  country  about  it  is  taken 
into  view,  over  foffes  and  concealed  boundaries, 
■purpofeiy  made  where  they  have  the  beft  effect. 

To  the  weftward  of  this  park  are  the  Lodge, 
Park,  and  Oakley  W oods,  which  deferve  particu- 
lar 
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lar  notice;  near  the  middle  of  them,  on  a riling 
ground,  is  the  point  from  wlrich,  like  fo  many 
radii,  ten  cuts  or  ridings  iffue;  the  largeft,  about 
fifty  yards  wide,  has  the  lofty  tower  of  Cirencefter 
to  terminate  the  view : others,  directed  to  neigh- 
bouring country  churches,  clumps  of  trees,  and 
various  diftant  objedts,  produce  an  admirable  effedf. 
Concealed  as  it  were  in  the  woods,  is  Alfred’s 
Hall,  an  excellent  imitation  of  antiquity,  with  a 
bpwling  green,  and  many  beautiful  lawns  and  agree- 
able walks  about  it.* 

The  truffle  is  a vegetable,  production,  found  in 
fufficient  abundance  in  thefe  woods. 

The  prefent  parilh  churchf  is  dedicated  to  St. 
John  the  Evangelift,  and  is  a large  and  beautiful 
building,  confifting  of  the  nave,  two  large  ailes, 
and  five  chapels.  The  roof  is  fupported  by  two 
rows  of  (tone  pillars,  very  handfomely  fluted,  hav- 
ing five  pillars  and  two  pilafters  in  each  row.  'I'he 
length  of  the  nave  is  77  feet,  and  the  breadth  of 
the  church,  including  the  tw'O  ailes,  74  feet.  In 
the  tower  is  a peal  of  twelve  bells,  it  ftands  at  the 
weft  end  of  the  church,  and  is  1 34  feet  high ; well 


* For  a very  accurate  defcription,  and  a beautiful  view  of 
Lord  Bathurft’s  houfe,  Oakley  Park,  Alfred’s  iHall,  &c. 
fee  Mr.  Rudder’s  Hiftory  of  Gloucefterihire ; to  which,  and 
to  Sir  Robert  Atkyns’s,  the  author  acknowledges  himfelf 
indebted  for  feveral  curious  extradts  concerning  tltis  and 
other  places  in  the  county. 

4 This  church  has  twenty-eight  windows  of  painted 
glafs,  reprefenting  fcripture  and  church  hiftory,  martyrs, 
confeflbrs,  and  all  the  orders  of  the  church  of  RLome,  from 
the  Pope  to  the  mendicant  Friar. 

proportionedj 
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proportioned,  and  beautified  witli  pinnacles  and  ^ 
battlements;  the  Ibuth  porch  is  a fine  Gothic 
ftruclure,  facing  the  market-place,  38  feet  in  front, 
and  50  high. 

There  were  anciently  two  other  churches  here, 
dedicated  to  St.  Cecilia,  and  St.  Lawrence;  the 
one  is  become  a private  dwelling,  the  other  con- 
verted into  an  hofpital.  Here  are  alfo  a free  fchool 
and  a cli^rity  fchool,  with  feveral  charitable  foun- 
dations, on  the  weft  fide  of  tlie  town. 

There  ufed  to  be  an  annual  concert  in  Oakley 
"Wood  in  the  month  of  Auguft;  and  moft  of  the 
people  of  fafhion  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  of  the 
company  from  Cheltenham,  reforted  to  it;  but  it 
has  been  difeontinued  for  fome  years.  F rom  Chel- 
tenham you  may  go  direftly  to  Park  corner,  only  12 
miles,  but  the  road  is  not  paffablc  in  bad  weather. 

Cirencefter  races  are  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, on  North-Cerney  Down,  4 miles  north  of 
the  town,  and  1 1 from  Cheltenham ; they  gene- 
rally afford  two  days  fport ; it  is  a two-mile  courfe, 
and  reckoned  a very  good  one  both  for  the  horfes 
•and  the  fpedtators. 


T E T B U R y. 

Tlie  borough  of  I'etbury  is  eftecraed  one  of 
•the  beft  towns  in  Gloucefterfhirc;  its  ftreets  being 
large  and  in  general  well  built ; it  lies  5 miles  north 
from  Malmelbury,  10  weft  from  Cirencefter,  26 

Q.  call 
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caft  from  Briftol,  19  fouth  from  Gloucelder,  and 
23  from  Bath,  moft  pleafantly  feated  on  a rifuig 
ground,  on  the  verge  of  the  county  next  to  Wilt- 
(hire;  in  a fertile  foil  and  remarkably  healthy  air,* 
on  the  great  turnpike  road  from  Gloucefter  to  Sa- 
lifbury,  and  from  Oxford  to  Briftol  and  Bath;  this 
laft  has  of  late  been  much  improved  by  a bridge, 
upwards  of  600  feet  long,  of  four  large  arches, 
built  in  1775  by  the  commiftioners  of  the  turn- 
pikes; whereby  the  entrance  to  the  town,  from 
being  fteep  and  narrow,  is  now  on  a broad  eafy 
afcent,  and  kept  in  moft  excellent  order. 

4 - 

The  feoffees  of  the  town  have  lately  expended 
upwards  of  400I.  for  widening  the  ftreet  from  the 
market-place  to  the  Chippen,  or  Chipping  Croft  ;f 
but  what  moft  merits  the  attention  of  the  curious 
traveller,  is  the  elegant  parifh  church,  lately  built 
here  bj^  Mr.  t'rancis  Hiorne  of  W arwick,  in  the 
true  Gothic  tafte;  its  dimenfions  in  the  infide, 
120  feet  long,  62  feet  wide,  including  the  cloy- 
fters;  and  42  feet  high,  from  the  floor  to  the  ceil- 
ing; 


* As  a proof  of  this,  the  moft  extraordinary  inftance  of 
longevity  to  be  produced  in  this  county,  is  of  one  Henry 
Weft,  who,  in  the  reign  of  King  James  I.  refided  at  Upton, 
a hamlet  in  thisparilh.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  152  years; 
and  one  of  his  defendants  • has  a bible  in  his  pollefiion, 
wlTerein  it  is  written,  that  he  had  five  wives;  by  four  he 
had  no  children,  but  by  the  fifth  he  had  ten;  and  lived  to 
fee  a hundred  grandchildren ; to  each  of  whom  he  gave  a 
brafs  pot  or  kettle. 

"I-  Signifying  a place  to  cheapen  goods ; two  fairs  being 
held  there  annually,  viz.  on  Alh-Wcdnefday,  and  July  22, 
for  cattle  of  all  forts. 
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ing;  for  which  he  has  been  paid*  the  funi  of 
3,6581.  16s.  over  and  above  the  old  materials; 
and  a further  fum  of  loool.  17s.  for  flooring  and 
pewing  itj  the  whole  raifed  by  a fubfcription,  feC 
on  foot  in  1754  by  the  then  worthy  incumbentr 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wight,  who  not  only  contributed 
above  1,500!.  himfelf,  but  was  indefatigable  in  his 
applications  to  forward  it.  The  generous  inhabi- 
tants were  aided  by  the  benefaflions  of  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  the  late  Lord  Botetourt, 
Dr.  Johnfon  bifhop  of  Worcefter,  Tho.  Eftcourt, 
efqs  Capt.  Warren  of  Briftol,  Mr.  Spencer  of 
J.ondoa,  (a  native  of  the  town)  Robert  Jackfon, 
el'q;  of  Sneed  Park,  William  Earle,  efq;  of  A'lalmf- 
bury,  and  fome  other  gentlemen  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. It  was  opened  for  divine  fervice  0£f.  7, 
1781,  and  will  be  a {landing  monument  both  of 
the  wealth  of  the  fubfcribers,f  and  of  their  proper 
application  of  it. 

The  old  tower  and  fleeple,  186  feet  high,  {fill 
remain,  with  a very  mufical  ring  of  eight  bells,  and 
a fet  of  chimes,  given  in  1749  by  their  late  bene- 
volent vicar;  who,  the  fame  year,  at  his  own  ex- 
pence, (the  town  being  then  very  ill  fupplied  with 
water)  put  a leaden  pump  into  a well  funk  under 

Q_  2 _ the 


* By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wight,  (who  died  Nov.  24,  1777)  or 
his  reprefentatlves  Samuel  Saunders,  Thomas  Wight,  and 
Robert  Clark,  gentlemen,  the  only  contrading  trultees. 

4 Nearly  the  whole  of  the  parlfh,  which  is  five  miles 
long,  is  the  property  of  the  inhabitants;  no  perfon  has  a 
large  eftate  there,  but  it  is  divided  among  many;  and  the 
Uuftees  for  the  pariih  are  the  patrons  of  the  living. 
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the  wool  market,  by  a fubfcription  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, to  the  depth  of  104  feet ; and  the  fpring  is  fo 
plentiful  as  to  be  almoft  fufficient  for  the  ufe  of  the 
whole  town;  befides  many  other  good  wells  and 
large  refervoirs  for  rain  water. 

On  the  S.  E.  fide  of  the  town  anciently  flood 
a cafile,  built  by  Dunwallo  Molmutius,*  king  of 
the  Britons,  about  2000  years  agoj  by  him  c^led 
Caer  Bladon ; but  in  procefs  of  time  lofl  its  ori- 
ginal name,  and  was  denominated  Swinnerdown 
Caflle. 

Mr.  Rudder,  in  his  account  of  this  place,  feems 
to  queflion  the  exiftence  of  the  caflle,  or  even  of 
Dunwallo;  without  fufficient  reafon,  I think,  as 
they  certainly  are  both  mentioned  by  refpeftable 
hiflorians;  among  others,  Mr.  Camden  in  his 
Britannia,  upon  the  authority  of  the  Eulogium 
Hifloriarum,  witnefles,  tliat  the  caflles  of  Tetbury. 
and  Lacock,  and  the  town  of  Malmfbury,  w'ere 

built 


* Chambers  fays,  “ Molrautin,  or  Molmutian  laws  were 
thofe  made  by  Dunwallo  Molmutius,  i6th  king  of  Britain  • 
faid  to  have  begun  his  reign  440  years  before  the  Incarna- 
tion. He  was  the  firfl  who  publilhed  any  laws  in  this  land;- 
and  they  continued  famous  therein,  till  the  time  of  William 
the  Conqueror. 

Sir  B.  Wliitelocke,  who  calls  him  Mulmutius,  fays,  “ He 
was  fon  to  the  Duke  of  Cornwall;  aaid  that  he  ehadled. 
feveral  la-ws  which  continued  in  force  in  tlie  reign  of  James 
L;  particularly  thofe  concerning  the  peace  and  privilege  of 
highways,  and  of  ploughs.”  Who  more  likely  then  to  have 
built  a caflle  on  this  fpot?  where  two  fuch  great  roads  crofs 
each  other  ;•  whence  his  guards  could  occafionally  iflue,  and 
fcofirthe  country;  as  to  this  day  is  done  in  France,  by  a 
horlc-guard,  called  tlie  Marechauuce. 
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built  by  this  Dunwallo.  It  is  faid  the  old  church’- 
was  built  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  caftle,  and  tins' 
is  ftrongiy  corroborated  by  the  many  hewn  ftoneS' 
found  in  the  infule  of  the  walls,  when  it  was  pulledi 
down  in  1777. 

Mr.  Rudder,  in  his  account  of  Cirencelfer,  fays,. 

Caer-Ceri,  or  Caer-Cori,  was  the  name  given  tO' 
that  place  by  the  Britons  3”  in-  whofe  language,, 
fays  he,  “ Caer,  ” which  in  its  ge^iuine  fenfe  Jhonld 
be  tranjhted  a wall^  or  fortrefs^  came  at  length,, 
■when  ulbd  in  the  compofition  of  the  names  ot" 
places,  to  fignify  a walled  or  fortified  town.”  If- 
then  Caer-Cori,  or  Ceri,  was  the  fortrefs  or  for- 
tified town,  on  the  Corin  or  Churn;  why  may 
not  Caer-Bladon  mean  the  fortrefs  on  the  river' 
Bladona  ? — the  name  formerly  given  to  the  ( Briftol 
Avon,  which  rifes  in  this  parilhh'^ 

That  part  of  the  town  contiguous  to  the  fpot 
where  the  caftle  ftood,  is  ftill  called  Caftle-Green;, 
the  ruins  were  vifible  within  thefe  few  years,  but 
have  fince  been  levelled  and  made  into  a.  pleafure: 
ground.  The  iron  hand  of  time  will  wear  out 
all  things ; fome  buildings,  known,  to  have  been 
erecfed  at  a much  later  date,  have  not  the  fmallelt 
veftige  remaining  of  their  having  ever  exifted- 

The  chief  manufadfures  carried,  on  here,  are; 
wool-ftapling  and  wool-combing;  in  the  latter, 
about  1 50  perfons  find  conftant  employment.. 

Q,  3.  There.- 


* If  there  was  not  a caftle,  fprtrcfs,  or  fortified  . place  Iiercj., 
why  was  Caerufed  inks  original  name?. 
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There  is  an  alms-houfe  for  8 perfons,  founded 
' and  endowed  by  the  bounty  of  Sir  Wm.  Romney, 
(alderman  and  fheriff  of  London,  in  the  reign  of 
King  James  1.)  a native  of  this  town;  who  alfo 
founded  a free  grammar- fchool  here,  where  feveral 
eminent  men  have  been  qualified  for  the  Univer- 
fity.  There  is  another  fchool  founded  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Hodges,  late  of  Shipton-Moyne;  be- 
fides  many  other  charitable  donations. 

The  government  of  tlie  town  is  vefted  in  a 
bailiff,  chofen  annually,  aflifted  by  fome  of  the. 
principal.  inhabitants. 

The  races,  much  frequented  by  the  neighbour- 
ing gentry,  are  run  upon  a large  common,  a mile 
eeliward  of  the  town. 


TEWKESBURY,  or  TEWKSBURY, 

Lies  in  the  hundred  of  the  fame  name,  9 miles 
N.  W.  from  Cheltenham,  and  is  fo  called  from 
Theocus,  an  eminent  hermit,  who  dwelt  in  thi^ 
place,  anno  700,  and  had  a chapel  on  the  banks  of 
the  Severn. 


The  parifh,  fix  miles  in  compafs,  confifts  of  very 
rich  meadow  and  pafiure;  and  like  another  Eden,, 
is  watered  by  four  rivers : — 

The  Severn  flows  on  the  Weft; 


Avon.  (Stratford)  on  the  North,  and  falls  into 
the.  Severn,  here; 


Carran>. 


■ C >75  ] 

Carran  on  the  Eaft;  and 
Swylliate  on  the  Weft. 

Over  thefe  three  laft  it  has  bridges ; and  though 
fubjeft  to  be  annoyed  by  floods,  this  is  amply 
compenfated  by  the  great  fertility  of  tlie  foil. 

This  town  had  formerly  fome  lhare  in  the 
clothing  bufinefs,  but  that  has  long  been  loft.  Its 
chief  trade  at  prefent  is  malting,  ftocking-frame 
knitting,  efpecially  of  cotton,  and  a little  nailing; 
it  was  once  noted  for  making  muftard  balls ; 
whence  the  proverb,  “ He  looks  as  if  he  had  lived 
on  Tewkfbury  muftard;”  fpeaking  of  one  of  a fad, 
fevere  countenance ; and  Shakefpeare  ufes  tire  flmile 
^ As  thick  as  ’Tewkfbury  mujiarcl. 

It  was  firft  incorporated  by  charter  14th  Eliza- 
beth, (in  whofe  reign,  on  the  threatened  Spanifh 
invafion,  it  raifed  46  men  for  the  Queen’s  fervice) 
by  the  name  of  the  bailiffs,  burgefles,  and  com- 
monalty of  the  borough  of  I'ewkefbury. 

King  James  I.*  third  year  of  his  reign,  granted 
them  another  charter  mudi  like  the  former;  tliis 

laft 


* 6th  of  that  name  of  Scotland ; he  was  fon  of  Henry 
Stuart  Lord  Darnley,  and  Mary  Qu,een  of  Scots;  (the  only 
child  of  James  V.  whofe  father,  James  IV.  married  Mar- 
garet eldeft  daughter  of  Henry  VII.)  he  was  the  firft  who 
w'as  ftiled  King  of  Great-Britain,  and  to  whom  the  title  of 
. Sacred,  or  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  was  given.  He  caufed, 
the  bible  to  be  tranflated  from  the  original  language,  which, 
is  the  tranflation  now  ufed. 

_ In  his  reign  the  Engli/h  plantations  were  fettled  in  Ame- 
rica, and  filt-wornis  brought  into  England., 


He 
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laft  was  fuiTcnclered  to  James  II.  who  reiiicorpo- 
rated  them,  2d  of  his  reign,  by  the  name  of  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common- council,  See.  but 
there  was  no  mayor  chofen  by  virtue  of  this  new 
charter,  and  the  government-  of  the  town  totally 
ceafed  as  a corporation,  till  i8th  William  ilL 
wlren  he  granted  the  prefent  charter,  and  it  is  now 
governed  by  24  buigefles,  two  of  whom  are  an- 
nually chofen  bailiffs,  and,  with  two  aldermen,, 
are  the  ruling,  magiilraces  within  this  borough  and. 
corporation;  the  County  Juftices,  by  exprefs  ex- 
emption in  the  charter,  having  no  authority  to  adl 
therein.  It  fends  two  members  to  parliament; 
the  right  of  election  is  in  the  freeholders,  and  free- 
men of  the  corporation,  in  number  about  500.* 

Tlie  church,!  one  of  the  largefl;  in  England 
that  is  not  collegiate  or  a cathedral,  is  a magnifi- 
cent building  in  the  form  of  a crofs,  vaulted  at  top 
with  ftone,  and  fupported  by  two  rows  of  large 

round 


He  eretSled  the  order  of  Baronets  on  May  ri,  (O.  S.) 
1611,  9th  of  his  reign.  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  of  Redgrave 
in  Suffolk,  was  created  premier  baronet ; fome  ftile  him  of 
Raveningham  in  Norfolk. 

* The  prefent  Members  are,  William  Dowdefwell,  efq; 
and  James  Martin,,  efq;  banker  of  London. 

! Dimenfions  of  the  church:. — Length  of  the  building 
300  feet  from  eaft  to  weft;  length  of  the  great  crofs  120 
feet;  breadth  of  the  body  and  fide  ailes  70  feet;  breadth  of 
the  weft  front  100  feet.  The  tower  is  very  large,  has  eight 
mufical  bells,  and  a fet  of  chimes;  is  132  feet  high,  and 
ftands  in  the  centre  on  four  arches.  The  Lady  Chapel,  long 
fince  deftroyed,  and  the  feite  turned  into  a garden,  flood  at. 
the  eaft  end,,  and' is  faid  to  have  been  100  feet  long. 
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round  pillars,  feven  in  eacli  row.  It  has  an  aile  on 
each  fide,  the  whole  covered  with  lead,  but  not 
kept  in  very  good  repair.  I'he  chancel  is  divided 
from  the  choir  by  an  organ,  erefled  at  the  Qxpence 
of  the  parifihioners  in  1736. 

The  choir  and  chancel  are  likewife  fupported 
by  fix  pillars,  and  enlightened  by  feven  large  win- 
dows, placed  at  a great  height,  and  ornamented 
with  painted  glafs.  The  communion  table  is  one 
entire  piece  of  marble,  1 4 feet  long.  This  place 
is  moft  diftinguiflaed  in  hiftory,  for  its  noble  mi- 
tred abbey,  firft  founded  as  a monaftery  for  bene- 
didline  monks,  by  Odo  and  Dodo,  two  noble 
dukes  of  Mercia,  anno  715:  but  H02  rebuilt  and 
enlarged  by  Robert  Fitz-Hamon;*  when  it  was 
ereiled  into  an  abbey,  and  endowed  by  him  with 
lands,  rents,  and  large  poflefllons,  which  were  in- 
creafed  by  confiderable  fubfequent  donations. 

It  is  alfo  difiinguifhed  for  the  battle  fought  near 
it,  on  Glahon  meadow.  May  4,  1471,  between 
the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  wherein  the 
latter  were  entirely  defeated,  and  never  after  able 
to  make  head  againh  Edward  IV.  Margaret 
(Qiieen  of  Henry  VI.)  and  her  fon  Edward  Prince 
of  Wales,  were  taken  prifoners ; the  young  prince 
w'as  murdered  a few  days  after,  and  is  buried  in 
the  church ; as  are  many  other  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion.  The  was,  in  1475,  ranfomed  by 

her  fatlier  Rene  of  Anjou,  t 


* See  an  account  of  him  in  the  Earls  of  Glouceller. 

-f  For  ^0,000  crowns,  which  he-  bonowed  of  Lewis  XL 
and  mort<raj;ed  to  him  for  it,  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and 
Sicily,  and  the  county  of  Provence. 
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His  Majefty  King  George  I.  while  elefloral 
Prince  of  Hanover,  was  1706,  by  Queen  Anne, 
created  Baron  of  Tewkfbury;  a title  which  had 
been  only  tw'ice  conferred  in  former  reigns. 


F A I R F O R D 

Lies  4.  miles  W.  from  Lechlade,  8 E,  from 
Cirencefter,  23  S.  E.  from  Gloucefter,  and  Soj 
from  London.  The  church  is  a large  and  beau- 
tiful ftrudlure,  125  feet  long,  and  55  broad j con- 
fiding of  a fpacious  body,  and  two  proportionable 
ailes,  very  handfomely  paved  in  chequers  of  blue 
and  white  done,  and  neatly  pewed ; having  a beau- 
tiful tower  in  the  middle,  ornamented  with  pinna- 
cles, &c.  It  was  built  in  the  year  1493  by  John 
Tame,  a merchant  of  London,  for  the  fake  of 
placing  in  it  a very  large  quantity  of  painted  glafs 
he  had  taken  in  a (hip  bound  tor  Rome.  The 
figures  were  defigned  by  that  eminent  mafter  Albert 
Durer,  to  whom  the  greateft  improvements  in 
painting  on  glafs  are  attributed.  There  are  fome 
curious  pieces  of  perfpeftive.  The  colours  are 
very  lively,  and  fome  of  the  figures  fo  well  finilhed, 
that  Vandyke  affirmed,  “ the  pencil  could  not  ex- 
ceed them.”  The  whole  is  comprifed  in  28  win- 
dows, reprefenting  fundry  paflages  of  fcripture 
hiftory ; particularly  fuch  as  regard  the  birth,  life, 
and  fufferings  of  our  blefled  Saviour  in  the  2d,  3d, 
4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  windows; — but 
the  i5th,  or  great  weft  window,  reprefenting  the 
day  of  judgment,  &c.  is  of  high  eftimation. 
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In  two  of  the  windows  of  the  middle  aile  are 
paintings  of  the  Emperors  who  protedled  the 
Chriftians ; and  in  the  two  oppofite  ones,  of  thofe 
who  perfecuted  them.  The  whole  happily  pre- 
ferved  in  the  great  rebellion  by  the  care  of  Mr. 
Oldfworth  the  impropriator,  (in  whofe  family  it 
ftill  continues)  and  others,  by  fecuring  the  glafs  in 
fome  private  place  till  the  Reiloration,  when  it  was 
put  up  again.  I'here  is  no  doubt  but  the  Romans 
had  a ftation  here,  and  probably  this  was  one  of 
their  towns,  as  the  remains  of  a bath,  wholly  of 
fine  Roman  bricks,  fupported  by  curious  pillars, 
were  fome  years  ago  difcovered  in  a meadow  near 
this  place. 


Of  ihe  RELIGIOUS  FOUNDATIONS 
- in  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

Order  of  St,  Benedict,*  three  foundations; 
Gloucefier,  Tewkfbury,  and  Winchcomb. 

Cifiertians, 


* St.  Benedi<fl  was  born  at  Narfi  in  Italy,  Inftituted  his 
order  at  Mont  CafTin  516,  and  died  there  in  543 ; it  is  the 
mofl  ancient  and  richelt  order  of  the  monks,  whence  the 
Carthufians,  Cluniacenfes,  Cifiertians,  and  many  other  emi- 
nent orders,  are  derived.  Thefc  are  properly  Monachi, 
Monks ; the  other  orders  are  better  denominated  Friars.  In 
, the  Canon  Law  they  are  called  Black  Monks,  from  the  co- 
lour of  their  habit;  whence  among  us  they  were  alfo  for- 
merly called  Black  Friars,  to  diflinguifh  them  from  the  other 
orders:  Of  this  order  have  been  4 Emperors,  la  Emprefles, 
46  Kin^s,  and  5 1 Queens. 
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Ciftertians,*  three  foundations;  Hales,  Flaxley, 
and  Kingfwood  Abbies. 

Canons  Regular  of  St.  Auguftin,f  three  foun- 
dations ; the  Abbey  of  Cirencefter,  the  Priory  of 
St.  Ofwald  in  tlie  city  of  Gloucefter,  and  of 
L’Anthony  near  Gloucefler. 

Four  Alien  Monafteries. 

1 Deerhurfl  1 fSt.  Denis  near  Paris. 

2 Newent  / 2 jCormeille 

3 Beckford  ISt.  Martin  $c  St.  Barbara 

4 BrimsfieldJ  ^ (.Fontenay 


* This  is  the  order  of  St.  Benedidt  more  ftridlly  reformed ; 
and  was  founded  by  Robert  Harding  an  Engliflnnan,  abbot 
of  Molefme  in  Burgundy,  in  the  diocefe  ,of  Langres;  who, 
1075,  obtained  from  the  Archbifliop  of  Lyons  (then  the 
Pope’s  legate  refiding  at  that  place)  permifiion  that  he,  and 
the  monks  of  his  order,  might  retire  into  the  wildernefs  of 
Cifleaux  in  Bui'gundy,  (now  a town,  5 miles  from  Dijon) 
there  to  lead  a more  fevere  life,  as  their  father  St.  Benedidl 
had  required ; Eudes,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  built  a monafleiy 
for  them,  into  which  they  were  admitted  1098.  The  Bifliop 
of  Chalons  gave  Robert  the  paftoral  ftaff,  and  eredted  the 
new  monaftery  into  an  abbey,  now  depending  immediately 
on  the  Pope. 

f Called  popularly  Auftin  Friars;  firft  Inftituted  by 
Bilhop  Hippo  in  Africa,  anno  400,  but  not  then  limited  b3' 
any  vows.  Berinus  firll  introduced  them  into  England  anno 
636,  and  they  increafedfo  much,  that  at  one  period  there 
were  reckoned  4555  monaileries  of  this  order  In  Europe. 
In  procefs  of  time  they  fo  degenerated,  that  few  of  them 
were  left.  The  reftitution  of  ^his  order  may  be  dated  from 
the  iith  century,  when  its  profefTors  were  refti'ained  by 
vows  and  ftridl  rules,  and  called  Canons  Regular;  whereas 
before  they -were  called  by  the  contradidory  name  of  Secular. 

The 
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Tanner,  in  his  Notitia  Monaflica,  p.  142,  ar-. 
tide  Cheltenham,  fays, 

“ Here  was  a monaftery,  anno  803.” 

Vide  Spelman’s  Coundls,  vol.  i.  p,  326, 
Wilkins’s  Coundls,  vol.  i.  p.  168. 

Heming  de  Reditu  Ecdefias  Wigorn,  p.  50. 

In  whidi  laft  mention  is  made  of  a fynodical  coun- 
dl  being  held  3d  day  of  the  ides  of  October,  anno 
803,  7th  of  the  reign  of  Cenwulf,  the  pious  king 
of  the  Mercians,  at  Clovdhoe;  where  Archbifhop 
/Ethelbeard  was  prefident ; and  among  other  things 
happened  a difpute  between  Denebert  bifhop  of 
Worcefler,  in  whofe  diocefe  were  the  monalteries 
of  Cheltenham  and  Eeccesford,  and  Wulf heard 
bifhop  of  Hereford,  to  which  they  had  in  former 
days  belonged ; when  IDenebert  claimed  his  paftam, 
(or  feaft)  wliich  Wulf  heard  refufed  to  grant,  al- 
ledging that  for  thirty  years  back  it  never  had  been 
allowed ; but  Denebert  proved  by  witnelTes  that  his 
predeceflbrs  had  received  the  feaft  from  Beccanford 
and  from  Celtanhomme,  and  that  even  Wulf  heard 
himfelf  had  given  him  money  in  lieu  of  the  feaft; 
when  on  the  archbifhop’s  interference,  Wulf  heard 
confented  that  the  biftiop  of  Worcefter  fhould  have 
half  the  feaft  that  year,  and  then  one  year  from 
Cheltenham,  the  other  from  Beccesford,  protefting 
however  that  he  only  did  this  out  of  refpect  to  the 
archbHhop’s  requeft,  and  not  meaning  thereby  to 


The  firft  monaftery  in  England,  after  the  reftitution,  was 
built  anno  1098,  (Rudder  lays  1084)  at  Canterbury,  by 
Lanfranc  the  archbifliop,  their  general.  The  Knights  Hof- 
pitalers,  and  the  Knights  Templars,  were  of  this  order. 

R injure 


[ i82  ] 

injure  the  right  of  the  fee.  This  account  is  con- 
firmed by  Spelman  in  nearly  the  fame  words. 

Nafmith,  in  his  late  edition  of  Tanner’s  Notitia 
Monallica,  confirms  what  he  faid,  adding,  “ Mo- 
naftery  deftroyed;”  but  Dugdale,  and  Stevens  his 
tranflator,  make  not  the  leaft  mention  of  it. 

It  was  a Saxon  monaftery,  and  moft  likely  of 
fecular  canons,  like  thofe  of  Worcefier,  and  was 
doubtlefs  defiroyed  by  the  Danes,  who  ravaged 
England  in  that  century;  and  from  the  general  de- 
ftruiSfion  of  papers,  &c.  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
that  no  records  remain  refpecSting  its  eftablilhment, 
revenues,  fcite,  &c.' which,  were  there  any  extant, 
would  certainly  have  been  difcovered  by  the  feveral 
learned  and  refpefSlable  friends  who  have  kindly 
interefied  themfelves  to  procure  me  every  poflible 
information  concerning  it,  without  any  o^her  fuc- 
cefs  than  the  above  account  of  the  fynod ; but  to 
whom  I here  acknowledge  myfelf  greatly  indebted 
for  their  refearches,  and  fhall  be  equally  fo  to  any 
of  my  readers  who  can  communicate  further  infor- 
mation on  this  head. 

With  regard  to  Beccanford  or  Beckford,  and 
Beccesford,  fituated  in  the  hundred  of  Tibblefton, 
four  miles  N.  E.  from  Tewkfbury,  and  13  miles 
from  Cheltenham,  the  priory  here  was  founded  by 
Robert  Fitz- Allen.  Tanner  fays,  “ Here  pro- 
bably was  the  other  Saxon  monaftery,  about  which 
the  conteft  was  in  the  fynod  of  Clovelhoe  A.  803, 
between  the  bilhops  of  Worcefter  and  Hereford, 
It  is  more  certain  that,  this  manor  being  given  in 
the  time  of  Henry  I.  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Martin 

and 
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and  St.  Barbara  in  Normandy,  commonly  called 
St.  Barbe  en  Auge,  by  Rabellus  Camerarius;  a 
prior  and  canons  were  fent  over,  and  it  became  a 
cell  to  that  foreign  houfe  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguf- 
tin.  Upon  the  fuppreflion  o(  alien  priories,  this 
was  beftowed  by  Henry  VI.  upon  Eton  College, 
when  reckoned  worth  53L  6s.  8d.  per  annum,  but 
afterwards  by  Edward  IV.  on  Fotheringhay.* 

Stanley  St.  Leonard’s  was  a cell  to  the  abbey 
of  Gloucefter.  And 

Quenington,  apreceptory  of  the  Knights  Temp- 
lars in  London,  who  had  alfo  feveral  manors  and 
large  eftates  in  this  county ; which  on  their  fuppref- 
fionf  were  given  to  the  Knights  Hofpitalers  of  St. 
John  of  Jerufalem.j  There  was  alfo  a college  at 

R 2 Weftbury 


* Notwithftanding  the  Monafticum  (vol.  i.  p.  1035,  and 
vol.  ii.  p.  1010,)  expreisly  mentions  Bekeford  as  cell  to  St. 
Martin  and  St.  Barbara,  yet  Cart.  46,  Edward  III.  ra.  6, 
Rex  reftituit  Abbati  et  Conventui  de  Cormeliis  in  Nor- 
mannia  ecclefium  de  Bekeford,  cum  pertinentis.”  And 
again,  Monaft.  Angl.  ii.  963,  to  the  Abbey  of  Cormeil 
there  is  “ Ecclefia  de  Bekeford  cum  Capellis  decimis,  et 
caeteris  pertinentiis  fuis.” 

■f  By  Clement  V.  in  1312,  when  they  were  poITefled  of 

Sooo  manors  in  Chriftendom.  The  temple  in  London,  now 
elonging  to  the  Societies  of  the  Law,  was  confecrated  to 
their  ufe  1185,  Henry  II.  his  Queen  Eleanor,  and  many  of 
their  nobles,  being  prefent. 

J Their  pofleflions  were  by  parliament,  3 2d  Henry  VIII, 
I54i>  granted  to  the  King.  And  in  1546  all  colleges,  hof- 
pitals,  chantries,  and  free  chapels,  were  alfo  granted  to  him  ; 
whereby  there  were  veiled  in  the  crown  96  colleges,  iio' 
hofpitals,  2374  chantries  and  chapels;  confirmed  and  fur- , 
^er  enlarged  ill  Edward  VI. 
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Weftbury  near  Briftol,  confifting  of  a dean  and 
five  prebendaries. 

The  monks,  called  Bons-Hommes* *  of  tire  order 
of  St.  Auguftin,  had  likewife  lands  in  this  county. 

Six  Mitred  Mbeys.  Gloucefter,  Cirencefter, 
Winchcomb,  were  peeral,  and  held  place  in  parlia- 
ment till  their  diflblution.  Tewkelbury,  Hales, 
and  Flaxley,  whofe  abbots  had  alfo  fummons  to  Par- 
liament as  follows:  Tewkfbury,  Henry  III.  Edw. 
T.  and  II. ; Hales,  Edw.  1.  and  II. ; Flaxley,  Edw.  I. 
All  mitres  were  granted  by  the  Pope,  but  they  held 
their  baronies  folely  and  immediately  from  the  King. 
At  the  diflblution  there  were  only  29  abbots  and 
2 priors  in  England,  who  held  by  Baronies. 


On  the  Divifion  of  the  Kingdom  by  King  Alfred  the 
Great ; and  fame  other  inter ejling  incidents  during 
his  reign. 

KING  Alfred  fucceeded  to  the  Crown  an.  872,  in  the  22d 
year  of  his  age,  on  the  death  of  his  brother  Ethelred;  when 
finding  it  next  to  an  impoflibility  to  drive  out  the  Danes,  he 
tliought  the  better  w-ay  would  be  to  prevent  their  landing, 

by 


This  order  is  now  fettled  at  Malta,  and  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Knights  of  Malta.  Raimond  de  Puy,  a Pro- 
vcn5al,  was  their  firft  Grand  Mafter  1120,  as  Knights  of  St. 
John  of  Jenifalem.  After  the  lofs  of  the  Holy  Land,  they 
in  1308  fettled  at  Rhodes,  and  took  the  name  of  Knights  of 
Rhodes;  but  being  driven  thence  in  1522  by  Soliman,  and 
an  army  of  300,000  men,  Charles  V.  in  1530,  gave  them 
tlie  ifland  of  Malta,  where  they  have  continued  ever  fince. 

* The  Bons-Hommes,  or  Good  men,  were  firft  placed  In 
a convent  in  this  kingdom  by  Edward  Earl  of  Cornwall,  5th. 
Edw.  I.  1277}  were  diftinguiflied  by  wearing  a blue  coat. 
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by  dellroying  them  at  fea ; and  therefore  fitted  out  veff 
of  war,  which,  being  entirely  adapted  to  this  fervicc,  had  ti  e 
advantage  of  thofe  of-  the  Danes,  only  ufed  as  tranfports. 
In  the  firft  acfiion  they  engaged  feven,  and  took  the  largeft; 
and  foon  after  almofl:  totally  deftroyed  a fleet  of  1 20  of  them. 
This  then  was  the  eftablifhment  of  the  British  Navy,  the 
bulwark  and  glory  of  our  kingdom. 

What  manner  of  vefiels  he  built  does  not  fully  appear,, 
(fays  Spelman)  but  fome  were  fhips  and  others  gallies ; fo 
long  as  to  require  40  (and  according  to  Brompton  60)  oars  j 
and  were  as  long,  as  high,  and  as  fwift  again,  and  more 
Heady  under  fail,  than  the  bell  of  the  enemy’s  fliips- 

Notwithllanding  thefe  defeats,  the  Danes  found  means  to 
increafe  their  llrength,  and  oblige  him  to  Ihelter  himfelf  in 
the  ifland  of  Athelney ; [fee  page  162]  but  purfuing  his  vic- 
tory at  Edington,  he  befieged  them  in  Bratton  caflle,  Wilt- 
fhire,  whither  they  had  retired ; and  after  a fortnight,  obliged, 
them  to  capitulate,  on  the  terms  either  to  become  Chrillians,- 
or  quit  the  illand.  Guthrum  and  thirty  nobles  were  baptized. 

He  then  founded  our  Common  Law;  and  ordered,  that 
in  all  criminal  cafes  12  men  (peers,  or  of  the  fame  rank  with 
the  perfon  to  be  tried)  fhould  be  chofen,  and  fworn  to  deter- 
mine the  fa<5l  as  appeared  upon  evidence ; and  according  to 
their  verditfi  the  judge  was  to  give  fentence;  The  origin  of 
our  juries,  [jurata  Latin,  Jiire  French]  the  noblelt  and 
moll  valuable  privilege  fubje<5ls  can  have!. 

His  divifion  of  the  kingdom  was,  into 

Uural  tithings;  confilling  of  ten  heads  of  families  or  lordk 
of  manors,  with  ail  their  vaflals,  &c. 

Town  Titliings,  or  Boroughs,  confilling  of  ten  companies 
or  fraternities;  called  in  Saxon,  Guilds,  hence  the  Guild- 
hall. Each  of  thefe  had  a Prefident  or  Tythinginan,  called 
alfo  a Burgh-holder,  chofen  annually.  Burgh  lignifies  a 
furety  or  pledge;  and  Neighbour  originally  a near  pledge. 
Thefe  prefidents  were  called  Sapientcs,  (Wife  Men)  and  bv 
‘ the  Saxons  AVitan,;  hence  the  great  meetings  of  the  heacfs- 
of  the  people  (now  called  Parliaments,  from  the  Norman. 
Parlement)  were  by  them  ^called  Wittcna-Geraot.  After 
tlie  Conquell,  the  prefiding  officers  over  the  larger  or  rural 

K 3 titliings- 
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lithings,  were  made  for  life,  as  otherwife  the  Normans  would 
not  have  been  chofen;  and  inftead  of  Wites,  called  Barons; 
and  the  ten  Manors,  an  Honour  or  Barony. 

A Hundred  confifts  of  ten  Rural  Tythings.  By  llatute 
14th  Edward  III.  Hundred  Courts  were  all  or  moft  part 
reduced  to  the  county  court.  In  fome  northern  counties, 
particularly  thofe  north  of  the  Trent,  they  are  called  Wapen- 
takes ; their  prefident,  the  chief  of  the  divifion,  now  the 
High  Conftable;  on  entering  into  office,  he  appeared  in  the 
field  on  a certain  day  with  a pike  m his  hand,  and  was  there 
ihetby  the  chief  men  of  the  hundred;  who  with  their  lances 
touched  bis  pike,  as  a fignal  of  their  being  firmly  united  to 
each  other,  by  the  waepentac,  or  touch  of  the  weapon. 

Tiythings  were  the  third  part  of  a county;  and  theEafl, 
Weft,  and  North  Ridings  of  Yorkfhire  are  manifeft  corrup- 
tions of  Eaft  Trythings,  &c.;  and  the  Lathes  of  Kent,  and 
three  divifions  of  Lincolnfhire,  viz.  Lindfey,  Kefteven,  and 
Holland,  are  of  the  fame  nature. 

Caufes  between  perfons  of  different  Trythings  were 
brought  before  the  County-Court  or  Shire  Gammot,  or 
Meeting  of  the  People,  [Folc-Mote]  held  twice  a year  or 
oftner,  where  the  Bilhop,  and  the  Earl  or  Ealdorman,  and  in 
his  abfence  the  High  Sheriff,  or  the  Vifcount,  or  Vice  Earl, 
prefided;  till  William  the  Conqueror  granted  the  Bifliops 
the  privilege  of  holding  courts  of  their  own,  for  determining 
ecclefiaftical  matters. 

King  Alfred,  befides  the  Great  Council  of  the  nation,  in- 
ftituted  a Privy  Council ; and  to  have  proper  perfons  to  affifl 
him  in  it,  founded  three  fchools  (fays  Camden)  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford ; Viz.  one  for  Grammarians,  ftiled  Little 
Univerfity  Hall;  another  for  Philofophy,  Lefs  Univerfity 
Hall;  and  a third  for  Eivinity,  Great  Univerfity  Hall,  now 
Univerfity  College;  and  invited  learned  men  from  abroad 
to  prefide  over  them.  Some  add  a fourth  for  Aftronomy, 
'of  -which  Johannes  Scotus,  an  Irifhman,  -was  prefident. 

He  meafured  time  by  wax  candles,  la  inches  long.  Six 
of  thefe  he  had  made,  and  the  inches  marked  out  upon  them ; 
they  burat  four  hours  each ; and  to  preferve  them  from  tlie 
air,  having  no  glafs,  (or  it  being  very  fcarce)  he  ordered  fine 
white  horn  to  be  feraped  thin, and  inclofed  in  wooden  frames- 
Thus  lanthorns  were  the  invention  of  a King;  and  proper 
perfons  were  appointed  to  inform  him  how  the  time  pafled. 
He  died  an.  900,  in  his  jad  year,  having  reigned  38a  years- 


RIDES  near  CHELTENHAM. 

The  moft  common  ride  has  generally  been  In 
the  marfh  at  the  back  of  the  town,  a mile 
round,  with  a pleafant  view  of  the  neighbouring 
hills.  But  now  the  long-wifhed-for  amendment 
of  the  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  Cheltenham  has 
taken  place,  the  company  frequenting  it  will  have 
no  room  to  complain  of  the  want  of  variegated 
pleafing  outlets  for  rides,  or  airings  in  carriages,  on 
fome  of  the  beft  roads  in  the  county,  which  form 
a much  eafier  and  fhorrer  communication  with 
Bath  and  many  other  places. 

T'he  outlet  at  the  Eajl  end  of  the  tozvn. 

From  the  Gallows  Oak  turnpike,  to  the  Right 
through  Bembridge  Field  to  the  New  Road  to 
^Birdlip,  4|  miles. 

Said 


* Two  miles  and  a half  from  Birdlip  Is  Prinknafli  Park, 
the  feat  of  John  Howell,  efq.  It  is  an  ancient  manor  join- 
ing to  the  parilh  of  Upton  St.  Leonard,  but  is  extra-paro- 
chial, and  formerly  belonged  to  the  Abbots  of  Gloucefter, 
who  had  a large  manfion  here  in  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Confeflbr. 

In  the  houfe,  which  is  large,  is  a room  confecrated  for  a 
chapel  in  1629,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Peter. 

The  gardens  have  been  greatly  improved  by  the  prcfent 
polTelTor;  and  from  thefe,  and  the  park,  which  is  extenfive, 
are  moft  beautiful  diftant  profpeifts  over  the  Vale  and  nine 
adjacent  counties. 
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Said  turnpike  to  the  left^  through  Charkoii- 
Kings  to  Dowdfefwell  and  Kilkenny,  \\  miles. 

In  Charlton  on  the  rights  is  a road  by  Mr.  Hunt’s 
park  to  the  old  road  to  Lechampton  and  the  Glou- 
cefter  road  and  Seven  Springs.* 

At  the  top  of  this  road  is  a dIre£tion  pok. 

L.  to  Dowdefwell.  R.  to  the  BirdJip  road  and 
Gloucefter. 

Outlet  Wejl  end  of  the  town. 

To  Arle,  and  Bedlam  turnpike. 

L.  to  Gloucefter.  R.  to  Tewkeft)ury,f  bye 
road  to  Swindon  and  the  Hyde  Spaw. 

Down 


* The  feven  wells  or  fprings,  in  the  parifli  of  Coberley  or 
Cubberley,  are  three  miles  and  a half  from  Clieltenham ; 
the  fame  from  ICilkenny,  and  four  and  a half  from  Frog- 
mill.  From  the  different  hills  in  this  and  the  adjacent 
parithes,  the  views  are  moft  extenfive  and  variegated. 
Thefe  fprings  form  the  Churn,  and  are  certainly  the  higheft 
fource  of  the  water  of  the  great  river  Thames,  Into  which 
it  falls  above  Cricklade,  at  the  fame  place  with  the  Ifis; 
this  laft  only  nine  miles  and  k half  from  its  fource,  but  the 
Churn  twenty  miles. 

j-  On  this  road,  at  Piffs  Elm  Turnpike,  (where  is  a beau- 
tiful elm-tree  worthy  notice)  4 miles  from  Cheltenham,  to 
the  left  is  a field  in  Bodington  manor  farm,  where  was  a 
remarkable  large  oak,  which  for  feveral  centuries  was  cele- 
brated by  hiftorians,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  travellers, 
but  on  the  evening  of  the  i6tli  of  November  1790,  it  was 
malicioufly  fet  on  fne  and  totally  confuraed:  its  dimenfions 
were  as  follows : 


The 
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Down  the  Swan  Lane. 

Flrft  turning,  R and  L.  back  of  the  town. 

Second  turning,  R.  to  Hewlet’s,  ♦ 

: L.  to  the  marfh. 

The  ftraight  road  through  the  Common  Field 
to  Preftbury. 

At  the  turnpike  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  L,  a 
road  to  Preftbury. 

When  at  the  hill  above  Hewlet’s  (Mr.  Bag- 
hot’s)  the  direft  road  is  to  Sandiwell,*  Whitting- 
ton, f and  Syrefoot. 


The  height  — 

The  lower  branches  

The  circumference  of  the  bottom 
The  fmalleft  part  of  the  trunk 
The  extent  within  the  hollow 
Its  age  on  record  above  500  years. 


Feet. 

90 
' 70 

■ 56 

■ 34 

■ 15  by  10 


Bod  in  the  Britiih  fignifies  a manfion;  and  Bodington,  a 
capital  houfe  or  manfion  in  the  town  upon  the  water. 


N.  B.  It  is  upon  the  Chelt. 

In  this  parilh  of  Bodington,  fays  Leland,  was  a fair  manor 
place,  and  a park,  now  a farm,  the  manor-houfe  being  oc- 
cupied by  the  farmer. 

In  the  hamlet  of  Barrow  in  this  parifh,  is  a little  fugar- 
loaf  hill,  which,  from  its  refemblance  to  a tumulus,  gave 
name  to  the  hamlet.  From  the  top  of  this  hill,  in  a clear 
day,  is  a diftindl  view  of  thirty-fix  parilh  churches; — this, 
however  apparently  improbable,  is  affirmed  to  be  ftridlly 
true,  by  a gentleman  who  lives  in  the  parilh. 

* Sandiwell,  in  the  parilh  of  Dowdfwell,  about  three 
miles  and  a half  from  Cheltenham,  is  the  feat  of  Mrs.  ' 

Tracy, 
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L.  crofs  the  Common  to  Cleeve  Poftllp,;!; 
Winchcombe,f  and  Sudley. 

The 

Tracy,  reli<5l  of  Thomas  Tracy,  of  Stanway,  efq;  who  pur- 
chafed  it,  with  the  lordfliip  of  the  manor  of  Whittington, 
of  the  Earl  of  Hertford. 

He  was  defcended  from  John  the  third  Vifcount  Tracy, 
to  whofe  youngeft  fon  Ferdinando,  Sir  John  Tracy,  the  5th 
and  laft  Baronet  of  Stan  way,  1677,  left  that  manor,  which 
that  branch  of  the  family  had  been  in  poffeffion  of  many 
years. 

Mrs.  Tracy  has  caufed  a very  elegant  monument  of  fine 
marble  to  be  placed  in  the  parifh  church  of  Whittington,  in 
memory  of  her  faid  hufband,  (who  was  a reprefentative  of 
the  county  of  Glpucefter  in  two  parliaments)  and  their  fon 
JDodwell  Tracy,  named  after  his  mother’s  family,  flie  being 
the  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  William  Dodwell. 

+ Whittington  is  five  miles  from  Cheltenham  ; the  river 
Coin,  a very  pretty  trout  ftream,  rifes  in  this  parilh,  whence 
it  runs  to  Fairford,  five  miles  from  which  place  It  falls  into 
the  Thames,  feven  miles  below  Cricklade,  and  is  the  fourth 
river  that  falls  into  it  from  this  county.  The  next  is  the 
Lech  or  Leach,  rifing  in  the  parilh  of  Hammett,  and  through 
North-Leach  continues  its  courfe  to  Lechlade,  where  it 
joins  the  Thames,  at  this  place  navigable  for  large  barges. 

' It  is  called  Lech  from  the  petrifying  quality  of  the  water, 
which  incrufts  wood  and  other  fubftances  in  its  courfe  with 
ftony  matter.  Lech  In  the  Britilh  fignifies  a ftone. 

* Cleeve-hill,  called  alfo  Cleeve-cloud ; here  are  vifible  tlie 
remains  of  a large  double  intrenchment,  called  the  Camps, 
extending  350  yards  along  the  fummit  of  the  rock,  in  the 
form  of  a crefcent,  and  inacceflible  on  every  fide  but  the 
front.  The  views  from  this  place,  in  a clear  day,  are  paft 
defcription ; the  afcent  from  the  foot  of  Cleeve-cloud  to  the 
top  of  the  eminence  being  630  feet  perpendicular.  It  is  in 
the  parifh  of  Bifhop’s-Cleeve. 

At  Poftlip  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  paper  manu- 
fatflories  in  the  kingdom,  belonging  to  Meflrs.  Durham  and 
Stevens. 
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The  direft  road  to  Cleeve-Hill  is  tlirough  Preft- 
bury,  alfo  to  Southam,*  3 miles. 


From 


-|-  At  Winchcombe  was  a monafteiy,  built  by  Cenolf, 
J3thKing  of  the  Mercians,  and  in  795  eighth  Monarch;  in 
798  he  conquered  Kent,  and  gave  tnat  kingdom  to  Cudred ; 
and  on  the  dedication  of  his  monaftcry  this  year,  led  the 
captive  prince  Pren  to  the  altar,  and  relealed  him  vathout 
ranfom  or  iiitreaty.  He  died  in  819,  and  was  buried  at 
Winchcombe. 

The  prefent  parifli  church,  which  is  a fine  old  building, 
was  ertdled  by  the  parilhioners,  with  fome  alfiftance  from 
■Ralph  Lord  jBoteler,  Baron  of  Sudley,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  "VI. 

Tobacco  was  firft  planted  in  England  in  this  parilh,  and 
yielded  a confiderable  produce  and  profit  to  the  inhabitants, 
till  1660,  ift  Charles  II.  when  an  a<fl  pafled  for  prohibiting 
the  cultivation  of  it,  either  in  England  or  Ireland:  At  the 
fame  time  an  a<£l  was  pafTed  for  the  erecting  a poft-ofiice, 
and  another  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  wool  and  fuller’s 
earth. 

The  Author  of  the  Chdtenham  Guide  fays,  “ Tobacco 
was  originally  brought  into  England  by  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
in  1565;”  but  Sir  J.  H.  wnt  to  America  in  1595,  with 
■Sir  Francis  Drake,  and  both  died  in  the  expedition.  To- 
bacco was  not  known  in  England  till  1586,  a8th  Elizabeth, 
when  a fleet  under  the  command  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and 
the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  General  of  the  land  forces,  after  haying 
in  1585  taken  St.  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  de  'Verd  iflands, 
•and  St.  Domingo  or  liifpaniola ; in  iy86  took  Carthagena, 
and  burnt  St.  Antonia,  and  St.  Helena  in  Florida;  but  being 
clifperfed  by  a florm,  part  of  them  keeping  on  their  courfe, 
along  a delolatc  coaft,  lighted  upon  fome  Engliflimen,  wlio 
had  planted  themfelves  m Virginia,  fo  named  in  honour  of 
their  virgin  Queen  Elizabeth,  having  been  carried  over  thi- 
ther for  a colony,  in  April  1584,  by  Sir  "Walter  Raleigh; 
though  the  firft  permanent  colony  was  not  eftablilhed  till 
1616.  Ralph  Lane,  one  of  the  above,  came  over  with  Sir 
Francis,  and  was  .the  firft  who  brought  tobacco  into  England; 

which 


From  Sandiwell  to  Kilkenny,  to  the  L.  to  An- 
dover’s Ford,  R.  Frog-mill,  one  mile. 


which  had  been,  dlfcovered  by  the  Spaniards  in  Tabaco,  a 
provinceof  Yucatan,  in  North-America,  in  1540,  and' was 
introduced  into  France-  by  Nicot,  anabaflador  from  Francis 
11.  to  Pdrtugal,  15  60.  Others  iay,  tobacco  was  fo  named  - 
from  Totago,  one  of  the  Caribbee  iflands,  where  it  grows 
plentifully; — by  the  French  it  was  firll  called  Nicotiana.  . 

Sir  Francis  Drake,  at  the  fame  time,  firft  brought  potatoes 
into  England. 

* Southam  is  a large  tithing,  in  the  parifli  of  Cleeve, 
wherein  Thomas  Baghot  Delabere,  efq;  who  is  Lord  of  the 
manor,  has  a feat  and  a very  fine  eftate.  The  houfe  is  one 
of  the  greateft  curiofities  in  the  county;  it  is  a low  building, 
in  the  ftile  of  the  age  of  Henry  IV.  The  anceftor  of  this 
family,  Richard  Dalabar,  came  into  England  with  King 
William  the  Conqueror;  and  Sir  Richard  Dalabar,  fifth 
in  defeent  from  the  above,  being  prefent  at  the  battle  of 
Crefly,  20th  Edw'ard  III.  1.3 4 7>  acquired  great  honour  by 
refcuing  Edward  the  Black  Prince  when  in  imminent  dan- 
ger, and  was  by  him  prefented  with  the  prefent  creft  to  the 
family  arms,  which  is  five  Oltrich  Featliers  ifiuing  from  a 
Ducal  Coronet. 

The  year  1585  was  famous  for  the  difeovery  of  a way  to 
the  Ealt-Indies,  by  Sanderfon ; and  an  attempt  by  John 
Davis,  to  find  out  a fhorter  pafiage  to  the  Indies  northward 
of  America,  in  which,  though  he  failed  of  fuccefs,  he  dif- 
covered  the  Straits,  (from  the  North  Sea  into  Buffins  Bay, 
between  St.  James’s  Ifland,  near  the  North  Main,  and 
Groenland)  fince  called  by  his  name.  He  undertook  the 
expedition  with  two  fhips,  fitted  out  at  the  charge  of  Wm. 
Sanderfon,  a globe-maker,  and  fome  other  Londoners.  This 
difeovery  had  been  attempted  in  1576  by  Martin  Frobifher, 
at  the  Queen’s  charge ; he  made  two  more  voyages  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  all  equally  unfuccefsful  as  to  the  main  objedl. 

In  Ij86  Thomas  Cavendifh,  a Knight  of  St.  John  of 
Jerufalem,  (younger  brother  to  SirWm.  Cavendifh,  anceftor 
of  die  Duke  of  Devonlhire,  who  built  Chatfworth-houfe) 

faded 
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railed  from  Plymouth  the  2 ill  of  July,  and  performed  a 
voyage  round  tne  world,  entering  at  th.e  Straits  of  Magellan, 
and  returned  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Plymouth, 
Sept.  9,  1588;  which  voyage  had  been  lirll  made  by  Sir 
■ Francis  Drake,'  from  i,uh  December,  1577,  to  November, 
3,  ij8o,  when  Q^een  Elizabeth  dined  on  board  his  fhip,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  drawn  up  in  a little  creek  near  Deptford,  and 
certain  infcriptions  to  be  fet  up  in  memory  oEthe  voyage. 

In  1587  Sir  Francis  Drake,  having  taken  a rich  EaR-India. 
carrach,  called  the  St. Philip,  theEnglilh  fully  uhderllanding, 
by  the  merchant’s  papers  found  on  board,  the  rich  value  of 
India  merchandizes,  and  the  manner  of  trading  to  the  Eallera 
world,  eftablilhed  a company  of  Eaft-India  merchants. 

In  1591  George  Riman,  and  Janies  Lancafter,  made  a 
voyage  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
double  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  had  been  difcovered 
in  1484;  and  the  Eaft-Indics  by  the  Portuguefe,  in  1487. 

In  1600  Qneen  Elizabeth  ellablifhed  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
panv,  and  endowed  it  with  large  privileges  for  15  years; 
and  the  above  James  Lancalter,  who,  in  15945  had  taken 
Fernambuc  in  Brafd,  was  tlie  firft  that  w'as  fent  by  tlie 
Company  to  the  Eaft-Indies  with  four  Ihips,  their  ftock  then 
confilUng  of  72,000!. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  Letters  Patent  granted  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  King  James  I.  enlarged  the  Company’s  privi- 
leges, and  gave  them  a charter,  whereby  he  incorporated 
them  for  ever.  Their  fuccefs  was  fo  great,  that  in  1683 
India  Stock  fold  from  360  to  500  per  cent,  after  which  it 
fuftained  fuch  Ioffes  as  to  be  fcarce  able  to  fupport  itfelf. 
And  in  1698  a new  Company  was_eftabliftied;  but,  in  1702, 
the  two  were  united,  and  have  ever  fince  been  ftiled  The 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the 
Eaft-lndics;  they  had  then  forty  fhips,  and  lent  one  million 
Ilerling  annually  to  the  Eaft-lndies. 

In  1579  Queen  Elizabeth  procured  a grant  frerm  the  Tur- 
kifh  Sultan,  Amurath  Cara,  upon  a treaty  between  'U’illiani 
Harboum,  an  Englifhman,  and  Muftapha  Beg,  a Turkifli 
Balia,  for  free  trade  of  the  Englifti  mcrchanjis,  to  his  domi- 
nions, which  was  the  rife  of  the  Company  of  Turkey 
Merchants.  „ 

S The 
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To  Widcombe.* 

To  Lechampton-hill. 

There 


The  Mufcovy  or  Ruffia  Company,  which  had  been  eflab- 
lifhed  in  1555,  received  a confirmation  of  their  grants  by 
AmbafTadors  fent  in  1567,  from  John  Bafilowitz,  grand 
Duke  of  Mufcovy,  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  Anthony  Jenkin- 
fon,  who  returned  with  the  AmbafTadors,  made  a long  flay 
in  the  country,  took  a map  of  Ruflia,  and  was  the  firft  En- 
glifhman  who  ventured  through  the  Cafpian  fea,  into  the 
country  of  the  Badlrians.  In  1569  they  had  farther  grants 
of  exemption  from  all  cuftoms,  with  leave  to  vend  their 
manufaiiiures  through  the  whole  Ruffian  dominions,  and  to 
tranfport  them  into  Perfia  and  Media  by  the  Cafpian  fea ; 
the  merchants  of  other  nations  being  not  permitted  to  trade 
beyond  Mofcow.  Sir  Thomas  Randolph  was  the  ambafTa- 
dor  who,  by  his  good  management,  obtained  thefe  privileges 
of  the  Czar.  But  the  war  between  the  Turks  and  the  Per- 
fians,  and  the  frequent  robberies  committed  by  the  barbari- 
ans, prevented  this  trade  being  purfued  at  that  time  with 
the  fuccefs  it  otlierwife  might  have  been. 

Trade  flourlfhed  fo  much  in  this  reign,  that  in  1567  Sir 
Tho.  Grefham  built  the  exchange,  to  which,  in  1571,  Queen 
Elizabeth,  on  coming  to  fee  it,  gave  the  title  of  Royal, 
which  was  proclaimed  by  a Herald  and  found  of  Trumpet, 
lie  alfo  founded  Grefham  College,  London.  He  died  aift 
Nov.  1559,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Helen’s,  Bilhopfgate-ftreet. 

The  Italian  method  of  book-keeping  was  firft  publifhed 
in  England  in  1569. 

In  1582  Peter  Morris,  a Dutchman,  invented  an  engine 
and  pipes  for  conveying  the  Thames  water  for  the  ufe  of 
the  city  of  London. 

* Widcombe  is  feven  miles  from  Cheltenham,  and  fix 
from  Gloucefter.-  From  a vifta  upon  the  hill,  not  a mile 
from  the  houfe  of  Sir  Howe  Hicks,  bart.  which  ftands  in 
tlie  centre  of  the  valley,  is  a fine  bird’s-eye  view  of  the 

~ fubjacent 
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There  is  a private  carriage  road  from  the  MarlTi 
to  Bifhop’s-Cleeve,  from  Cheltenham  to  SwindorE, 
the  Hyde,  Preftbury  Park,  and  home  by  Preftbury, 
(but  tills  only  in  good  weather)  befides  many 
others  equally  pleafant. 

* Sudley,  fo  called,  becaufe  fituated  to  the  South 
of  Winchcombe. 

S 3 About 


fubjacent  vale  aiid  the  river  Severn.  To  the  left  are  feea 
part  of  the  Foreft  of  Dean,  and  tlie  Conic  Modntain  near 
Abergavenny  in  Monmouthfhire ; in  front,  the  Blue-Hills 
of  Malvern  in  Worccfterfhire,  with  the  Welch  Mountains 
at  a great  diftance  behind  them;  and  to  the  riglit  is  a view 
of  Tewkefbury,  and  of  the  city  of  Worcdler,  near  thirty 
miles  diflant. 

Sir  Howe  Hicks,  hart,  the  Lord  of  the  manor,  is  defcended 
from  Sir  Baptift  Hicks. 

* Sudley  was  fucceffively  the  place  of  refidence  of  great 
perfons  from  very  early  ages.  It  appears  by  Domefday  ta 
have  been  before  the  Conqueft  the  property  of  Ralph  de 
Medantine,  or  de  Maunt,  Earl  of  Hereford,  fon  of  Walter 
de  Medantine,  who  married  Goda,  daughter  of  King  Ethel- 
red  II.  He  was  alfo  lord  of  the  manor  of  Todington, 
from  whom,  by  intermarriage  of  his  grandfon  John  de 
Sudley  with  Grace  daughter  of  Henry  de  Traci,  (of  a Nor- 
man family  that  came  over  with  William  the  Conqueror) 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Barnftaple,  is  defcended  the  prefent 
Lord  Vifcount  Tracy;  William  II.  fon  of  the  above  Joha 
de  Sudley,  having  uken  his  mother’s  family  name,  had 
with  it  this  manor. 

Harold,  fon  of  Ralph,  was  lord  of  Sudley,  andhisfuc- 
cefTors  took  the  name  de  Sudley,  or  Sudeley. 

John  de  Sudeley  had  fummons  aSth  Edward  I.  to  I3tli 
of  Edward  11.  and  died  without  iffue  loth  Edward  III. 

I44i»  20th  Henry  VI.  Ralph  Botiller  or  Boteler,  Lord 
Treafuier  of  England,  was  created  Baron  of  Studley,  and 

rebuilt 
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About  two  miles  N.  E.  of  Winchcombe,  are 
the  remains  of  Hales  Abbey,  eredted  in  j 246  by 

Richard 


rehailt  the  caftle;  (firft  built  in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen) 
which  he  is  faid  to  have  been  enabled  to  do  from  the  ranfom 
of  a French  Admiral  he  captured  when  high  Admiral  of  the 
Britilli  fleet ; in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  he  was  obliged  to 
fell  it  to  the  crown. 

ift  Henry  VII.  1485,  it  was  granted  to  Jafper  Duke  of 
Bedford,  the  King’s  uncle. 

ift  Edward  VI.  1527,  Thomas  Lord  Seymour  (brother 
to  the  Protedlor,  Edward  the  firft  duke  of  Somerfet,  and  to 
the  lady  Jane  Seymour  the  King’s  mother)  was  created  Lord 
Seymour  of  Sudley ; he  married  Lady  Catherine  Parr,  wi- 
dow of  King  Henry  VIII.  who  died  here  in  childbed  of  a 
daughter.  Sept.  5,  1548,  and  was  buried  with  great  funeral 
pomp,  in  the  chapel  of  Sudley  caflle.  He  then  made  his 
fuit  to  the  Princefs  (afterwards  Queen)  Elizabeth,  but  with- 
out fuccefs ; and  being  attainted,  was,  on  the  aoth  of  March 
^J5o,  3d  Edward  VI.  beheaded. 

5th  of  the  fame  reign,  the  manor  of  Sudley  w'as  granted 
to  William  Parr,  Marquis  of  Northampton,  brother  to  Lady 
Catherine  Parr.  Lie  was  alfo  attamted  ift  Queen  Mary, 
1553,  and  the  fame  year  the  manor  and  caftle  were  granted 
to  Sir  John  Bruges,  or  Brydges,  (anceftor  to  the  Duke  of 
Chandos)  created  Lord  Chandos  of  Sudley  April  8,  1554, 
in  whofe  family  it  continued  till  George  the  6th  lord,  mar- 
rying Jane  daughter  of  John  Earl  Rivers,  and  having  no 
male  iflue,  gave  the  manor  of  Sudley  to  his  faid  wnfe  Jane; 
who  on  his  death  married  George  Pitt,  efq;  of  Stratfieldfea 
jn  Ilampfhire,  anceftor  to  the  prelint  Lord  Rivers,  to  whom 
the  manor  and  caftle  now  belong. 

The  fituation  is  delightful ; and  though  the  road  between 
Pofllip  and  Winchcombe  is  very  bad,  [being  impaflable  for 
carriages  in  its  prefent  ftate;  though  it  is  expedled  Ihortly 
to  be  put  into  proper  repair]  yet  here  is  enough  to  make 
aniple  amends  for  the  trouble  of  getting  to  it» 
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Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,*  king  of  the  Romans-,, 
in  confequence  of  a vow  which  he  had  made  at  feai 
in  an  hour  of  great  danger.  , 

f Lechampton  lies  about  three  miles  fouth  of 
Cheltenham i the  hill  affords  a very  interefling 
profpeift. 


* He  was  fecond  fop  of  King  John,  who  created  hini 
Earl  of  Cornwall;  and  took  for  his  fecond  wife  Senchia,, 
daughter  of  Raimond  Earl  of  Provence,  filter  to  Eleanor,, 
his  brother  Henry  IHd’s  Queep. 

Their  marriage  fcaft  was  kept  in  Weftmfnfter-Hall,  andl 
30,000  dilhes  of  meat  were  ferved  up  to  the  table.  She 
died  in  ia6i;  he  in  1272;  and  their  Ton  Edmond,,  Earl  of, 
Cornwall,  in  1300;  and  were  all  buried  here.  It  was  a 
mitred  abbey  for  nvsnks  of  the  Ciftertian  order,  twenty  of 
whom  he  brought  hither  from  Beaulieu  in  Hampfiiire ; and' 
the  Abbots  of  this  houfe,  and  of  Hales-Owen  in  Shropfliire„ 
were  ufually  fummoned  togetlier.. 

The  manor  and  eftate  are  now  the  property  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Thomars  Charles.  Lord  Vifcount  Tracy,  who  is  alfo. 
Lord  of  the  manor  of  Todington,  the  family  refidence,. 
(which  manor  came  to  it  as  is  exprefled  in  the  account  of 
Sudley  Caftle)  and  is  an  uncommon  inftance  of  an  eftate 
defeending  for  upwards  of  feven  hundred  years,  in  the  male- 
line,  in  an  uninterrupted  fuccefiion. 

There  is  a bridle  road  to  Todington  by  Cleeve-HLll,  but 
tlie  carriage  road  is  by  Tewkefburj^,  a difference  of  9 miles.. 

•f  On  the  declivity  of  the  hill  is  the  manfion  of  the  ancient 
and  refpeiSable  famdy  of  the  Norwoods,  of  Milton  in  Kent„ 
who  became  poftefled  of  the  manor  of  Lechampton  about 
1500,  by  marriage  with,  the  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Johm 
Gifl'ard. 

T'his  family  flourifhed  in  Kent  in  the  reign  of  Edward! 
the'  Confeflbr,  and  was  feized  of  the  manor  o I'Northwood,. 
to  which  too  burgeftes  of  the  city  of  Canterbury  then  owed; 
frit  of  fervice.  And  Philpot  fays,  that  in  the  year  1420,, 

S 3 ' King; 
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King  Henry  Vrh,  with  his  retinue,  vTre  entertained  in 
Sittingbourn  (near  Milton)  by  John  Norw'Ood,  efq;  when 
the  bill  for  wine,  which  was  id.  per  pint,  amounted  to  9s. 
9d.  Several  ancient  monuments  of  this  family  are  in  Milton 
church.  This  w'as  formerly  called,  “ the  Royal  town  of 
Middleton,”  from  being  in  polTefiion  of  King  Alfred,  w’ho 
had  a palace  here. 

At  prefent  it  Is  only  famous  for  its  oyfters,  taken  from 
tlie  Swale. 

Henry  Norwood,  efq;  is  the  prefent  Lord  of  the  manor, 
which  was  held  by  grand  ferjeanty  of  the  King,  by  per- 
forming the  fervice  of  fteward  at  the  great  feftivals  of  Chrift- 
mas,  Eafter,  and  Whitfuntide,  as  appears  by  a record  a3d 
Edward  I.j  and  by  their  pedigree,  the  family  of  the  Nor- 
woods have  a right  to  quarter  the  feveral  coats  of  arms  of 
Tregoz,  Wantham,  Badlefrnere,  Grandifon,  Hert,  Grallc, 
Elton,  and  Giffard. 

Part  of  the  tithes  in  Lechampton,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  nunnery  of  Ulk  in  Monmouthfhire,  was,  zad  Elizabeth, 
granted  to  John  Fernham;  which  tithes  now  belong  to  the 
Impropriator  of  Cheltenham. 
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THE  ITINERARY. 


From  London  to  Cbel- 
tsnbam,  the  Nenv 
Mail-Coach  Road  to 
Gloucefler. 

Miles. 


To  Uxbridge 

High  Wycomb 

Tetfwortn 

Wheatley 

Oxford 

Witney 

Burford 

Northleach 

Frogmill 

Kilkenny 

Cheltenham 


Uxbridge  to  Bea- 
consheld 


15 

14 

J4 

5 


Miles 

Brecon 
Trecaftle 
To  Landovery 
Landilovaur 
Carmarthen 
St.  Clare’s 
Narbeth 
Haverfordweft 
5f  Huberftone 
10 

• 244I: 

Five  Government 
'packets  at  Milford- 
Haven,  to  convey  paf- 
4a  fengers  to  Waterford. 
Brijlol  to  Hanierjord- 
ivejl. 

To  New  Ferry  10 


12: 

11 

9 

13 

IS 

10 

12 
10 
10 


8 


High  Wycomb  to 
ditto 

Frogmill  to  Glo- 
cefter  dire£l 

Burford  to  Ciren- 
jcefter 

Cheltenham 


__  Acrofs  the  Paffage  3 


London  to  Ciren- 
cefter  by  Bur- 
ford 

To  Cheltenham 

Fairford  to  Glou- 
cefter 

From  London  to 
verfordwcjl. 

To  Gloceflsr  (as 
above) 

Rofs 

Clearmont 
Crickhowell 


13 

17 

32 


iNewport 
^ Cardiff 
_ Cowbrid;;c 
Pyle 
Neath 
Swanfea 
Panterdillas 
Kidwelly 
Carmarthen 
St.  Clare’s 
Narbeth 


IS 

12 

12 

12 

13 

9 

10 

14 

9 

10 

12 


Haverfordweft 

10 

88 

Huberftone 

20 

103 

261 



die  I^ezv  Ro2d  from 

Bath  to  Cbeltenbamo 

23I 

To  Crofs-hands 

12 

Ha- 

Rodborough 

IS 

Painfwick 

7 

1 

Cheltenham 

10 

9^ 

16 

Pay  45 

44 

13 

Only  3 ftages,  and  no 

13 

addition^  turnpike. 

Ditto  by  Frocejlert 
Miles. 

Crofs-bands 
Petty-France 
Pay  1 5 fr.  Bath. 
Frocefter 
Gloucefter 
Cheltenham  ■ 
pay  10 

SO 

Ditto  by  Fetbury. 
Crofs-hauds  ja 

Tetbury  n 

Cirencefter  jo 

Cheltenham  15 


Another  Road. 
Tetbury 
Minchin-Hamp. 
Stroud 
Painfwick 
Cheltenham 


48 


3 

4 
10 


46 

Brijlol  to  Cbeltenham. 
Chip.  Sodbury  ;ii 
Petty-France  6 

Cheltenham  33 

50 

%Pitto  by  Gloucejler, 
To  Rangefworth  ii 
Durlley 

Gloucefter*  14 

36I 

Glo.  to  Newent  10 
Ledbury  %h 


i8| 


Chelt,  to  Worcejler, 
To  the  Swan  at 
the  Lye  4I 

Tewkelbury  4I 


Miles. 
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Miles. 

Severn-Stoke 

8 

5tow  on  Wold 

12 

Worcefter 

7 

Halford  Bridge 

14 

- 

Warwick 

>3 

Pay  25 

*4 

44i 

Upton  on  Severn  7 

Worcefter  8 

♦Great  Malvern  5 

The  Wells  i/-> 

fr.  Chelt.  ■ — 
Great  Malvern  to 
Worcefter  8 

Ditto  to  Ledbury  7 


Ditto  Sy  Burford. 
Burford 
London  Road 
Banbury 
Fofter’s  Booth 
Daventry 
Coventry  2 ftages 


Chelt.  to  Hereford. 
Tcwkcftjury  10 
Ledbury  18 

Hereford  16 

i ,44 

Chelt.  to  Nottingham. 
To  Tewkefbury  10 
Perlhore  14 

Evefham  7 

Stratford  on  Avon  18 
8 
13 

13 

14 

TI 

14 


Fofter’s-Booth  to 
Northampton 
Stoney  Stratford  • 


Coventry  to  Sou- 
tham  1 1 

Warwick  10 


Warwick 
Coventry 
Hinckley 
Leicefter 
Loughborough 
Nottingham 


122 

Ditto  continued  to  Tori. 
Nottingham  to 
Mansfield  14 

Workfop  14 

Doncafter  j6 

Ferrybridge  15 

T adcafter  1 3 

York  9 

81 

203  fr.  Cheltenham. 
Another  Road  to  War- 
•wici. 

Kilkenny  4t 

Andover’s  ?or.d  i 


Miles. 
Stony  Middleton  5 
Buxton  12 


21^: 
ri 
12 
7 
9 
t9 

79t 


Or, 

To  Litchfield 
Sudbury 
Alh  bourn 
Buxton 


>35 

67 

16 

9 

20 


Buxton  to  Back- 
well 

Matlock  Bath 


14 

to 


22 


21 

Crofi  Road  from  Chel- 
tenham to  Bj^obury. 
Syreford  Inn 
Heyford  8 

Swell  2 

Stow  on  Wold  I 

Chtpping-Norton  8 

Chapel-Houfe  i 

Bloimam  i 

Banbury  3 


24 

Buxton  to  Doncafer,. 

Stoney  Middleton  12 
Sheffield  12 

Rotheram  6 

Doncafter  12 


42 

Derby  to  Shffcld. 
Peacock 
Cheftcrfield 
Sheffield 


Derby  to  Alh- 
bourn 
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Cheltenham  to  Derby, 
Matlock,  tS”  Buxton, 

Worcefter  25 

Bromfgrove  1 3 

Birmingham  J 3 
Litchfield  16 

Burton  on  Trent  13 
Derby  1 1 

Matlock  Bath  16 
Old  Matlock  2 
Edenfor  near 
Chatfworth  0 


14 

10 

12 

14 


Cheltenham  t»  Msm- 
moutb. 

Glmicefter  10 

Mitcheldean  12 

Monmouth  1 3- 

35 

Chelt.  to  Sauanfea. 
Gloucefter  10 

Newnham  T2 

Chepftow  1 6 

Newport  j6 

Cardiff  j6- 

Cowbridge  i* 

Py  le  I A 
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■Neath 

Swanfea 


Aliks 

J3 

9 


ii6 

Swanfea  to  Car- 
marthen 33 

Cbelt.  to  Brecon, 
Hereford  40 

The  Hay,  2 flag,  ao 
Brecon  14 


Hereford  to  Mon- 
mouth 
Chepftow 


74 

18 
JS_ 

33 

Cbtltenbam  to  Cbif- 
pettbam. 

Tetbury  23 

Corfton  7 

Chippenham  7 

37 

Cleltenbam  to  Cofgrove. 
Stow  on  "Wold 
Chipping-Norton 
Deddington 
Buckingham, 
thro’  Aynhoe 
Cofgrove 


Miles. 

Cofgrove  to  Lon- 
don 54 

I iz 

Cheltenham  to  Cirencef- 
ter,  and  the  ‘Tunnel. 

To  Park  Corner  15 

Tunnel,  and  back  3 

Park  Corner  to 
Cirencefter  thro’ 
Oakley  Wood  5 


Tenbury 
Ludlow 
Bilhop’s  Caftle 
Montgomery 


Miles. 

75 


To  ShrenvJhurj, 

To  Newton 
Church  Stretton 
Shrewlbury  14 


7 1 


J7i 

8 

toi 


14 

8 


To  St,  Da'uid's, 
Monmouth  to 
Abergavenny 
Brecon 
Llanymdovry 
Rue  Rhaddor 
Caermarthen 
St.  Clear 
Tavern  Spite 
Haverfordweft 
St.  David’s 


23 


To  Tenby 
To  Pembroke 


isl 

20 

18I 

14 

12 

9l 

7 

16 

Ji! 

128 

9v 

16 


Z9 

To  Sbrenvjbury  and 
Holyhead,* 
Worcefter 
Bromfgrovc 
Kidderminfter 
Bridgnorth 
Shrewlbury  2 flag 
Ellefmere 
Wrexham 
Mould 
St.  Afaph 
Abergeley 
Aber-Conway 
Beaumaris 
Holyhead 


as 

13 

10 

i8i 

16 

12-i 

J3 

21 

12 

8 

12 

24 
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To  Montgomery. 
- {Worcefter 
58  (Hundred  Houfe 


Kidderminfter  to 
I Hagley 
25  .Hales-Owen 
9:J  Birmingham 


8 


* T ravellers  from  Bath  and  the  Wefterp  Counties  to  Cheltenham^ 
Worcefter,  Shrewlbury,  and  Holyhead,  going  the  New  Road,  by  way 
of  Rodborough,  Painlwick,  and  Birdlip,  (the  pleafanteft  part  of  the 
county  of  Gloucefter)  avoid  the  hills  of  Harley,  Cockelford,  and  El- 
ftone,  the  road  infinitely  better,  and  fliorter  by  five  miles  than  either 
of  the  roads  to  Cheltenham  through  Gloucefter. 


The  diftance  from  Bath  to  Worcefter  and  Holyhead,  through 
Cheltenham,  by  this  road,  is  no  more  than  the  prefent  road  by  way 
of  Gloucefter;  and  not  being  fubjeft  to  any  interruption  from  floods, 
as  that  by  Gloucefter  unavoidably  is,  will  certainly  render  the  com- 
munication through  Cheltenham  the  moft  eligible. 
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N.  B.  The  Leofowes 
is  out  of  the  road  be- 
tween Hales-0  wen 
and  Birmingham. 

Miles. 

Another. 

Denbigh,  2 ftages  26 
Aber-Conway  2of 

Another  to  Holyhead, 


Shrewlbury 

Ofweftry 

Llangollen 

Llanruft 

Bangor 

Half-way  Houfe 
Holyhead 


goi 

24 

14 

13 

J3 


Chejler  to  Man- 
chejler. 


North  wich 

Altr’ingham 

Manchcfler 


Miles. 
18 

Jl 

37? 

Chelt.  to  Salifbnry 
is*  Southampton. 
Cirencefter  1 5 

Cricklade  6 

Marlboro’  2 Hag.  20 
Everley  1 1 

Sallfbury  16 

Southampton  a. 
ftages  25/’ 


Worcefter 

Bromyard. 

Leominfter 

Prefteign 

River  Ithon 

Rhyadergowy 

Brunant 

Aberiftwith 


168 

STa  Chejler  and  Liver- 
pool. 

Shrewlbury  %oh 

Wem  icjh 

Whitchurch  9 

Hatton  J4 

Chefter  6 

Frodftiam  li 

Warrington  9/’ 

Prefcot  12 

Liverpool  6 

148/' 

Chefter  to  Park- 
gate  12 

Chejler  to  Holywell. 

Flint  lih 

Holywell  4/1 

17 

71)0  pajfagcs  to  Dublin 
From  Holyhead 
Leagues  244:  73 

Parkgate  38  : 14 


93f 

. miles  from  Ciren- 
cefter is  a hand  poft 

To  Bath,  28 
miles  by  Malmlbury, 
Harnilh,  & Chippen 
ham.  To  Salilbury, 
49  miles  by  Malmf- 
bury,  Chippenham,  & 
Devizes. 

Cheltenham  to  Exeter 
and  Plymouth. 

To  Salilbury  68 
Blandford  two 
ftages 
Dor  chefter 
Bridport 
Axminfter 
Exeter  2 ftages 
Alhburton  2 ftag.  jgj 
Plymouth  2 ftag.  25* 


Cheltenham  U Abe- 
rijiavith. 


Miles. 

»4i 

14 

% 

9^ 

15 

15 


T 0 Llandrindod 
Cheltenham  B\e 
to  Stratford 
Avon. 

Wlnchcomb 
Camden 
Stratford  upon 
Avon 


ii7i 

»4 

Road 

upon 


I 


22^ 

16 

IS 

J2 

25^ 


28 

Woreejler  to  Hereford, 

Powick 
Malvern 
The  Wyteh,  or 
Malvern-hill 
Ledbury  6 

Hereford  16 

3ii 

Bath  Old  Road  ta 
Woreejler. 

To  Gloucefter  41 

Tewkelbury  1 1 

Worcefter  1 5 


To  Poole. 
Salilbury 
Cranbome 
Poole 


Briftol 


74  222 


195 

68 

jH 

tOth 


•k  67 

Henv  Road. 

To  Cheltenham  by 
Rodborough  44 

Tewkelbury  10 

Worcefter  J5 

69 


Bath  to  Weymouth. 

To  Radftock 

7 

Chilcompton 

Cannard’s-Grave 

4 

8 

Ansford-Inn 

7 

Sherborne 

IT 

Dorcbefter 

iS 

Weymouth 

8 
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Some  Croft  Roads. 
Warwick  to 
Stratford  8 

Stratford  to 
Morton  in  the 
Mar/h  i6 

Morton  to  Stow 
on  the  Wold  4 


Stow  to  Burford  10 
Stow  to  North- 
leach  9 

Northlcach  to 
Circnccfter  II 


< 


A COMPARATIVE  VIEW  or  the  ROADS  from 
BATH  AND  BRISTOL  to  the  NORTH. 


B Wav  of  Bromfgrove  and 

By  Way  of  Bromforove  and 

Stourbridge* 

Birmingham* 

miles 

miles 

From  Bath 

From  Bath 

To  Petty  France 

IS 

To  Petty  France 

15 

Frocefter 

14 

Frocefter 

14 

Glocefter 

1 1 

Glocefter 

11 

Upton 

Worcefter 

16 

iO 

Upton  ' 

Worcefter 

16 

io 

Bromfgrove 

13 

Bromfgrove 

13 

Stourbridge 

JO 

Birmingham 

13 

Wolverhampton 

Stafford 

10 

16 

Lichfield 

Wolfeley  Bridge 

16 

9 

Stone 

7 

Stone 

12 

Ten  Stages 

122 

Ten  Stages 

129 

From  Bristol  to  Glocestbr  34  Miles. 


DIRECTIONS 
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DIRECTIONS  for  TRAVELLERS  when  to 
pafs  the  SEVERN. 

At  Auft,  (or  the  Old  Paflage)  in  the  parifli  of  Henbur^ 
in  Gloucefterlhire,  to  Bettelley,  or  Beachley,  in  Ti- 
denham  parilh,  in  the  fame  county,  two  miles  and  a half 
over. 

And  at  the  New  PalTage,  about  three  miles  lower  down, 
from  the  Salt-Marfli  in  Henbury  parifli  to  Port-Skeweth, 
near  St.  Pere,  in  Monmouthfliire,  three  miles. 

The  former  is  the  more  diredl  way  to  Newent,  Newn- 
ham,  and  all  the  Foreft  of  Dean,  Herefordfliire,  and  Wor- 
cefterlhire. 

The  latter  to  Newport,  Cardiff,  Caerleon,  Pontypool, 
Abergavenny',  and  moft  parts  of  South-Wales. 

The  boat  with  the  mail  to  Haverfordweft  goes  daily  from 
the  New  PalTage  to  St.  Pere  immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
the  mail-coach,  and  returns  with  the  letters  from  Haver- 
fordweft. 

At  Henbury'  the  road  divides,  on  the  right  to  Auft  eight 
miles,  left  to  the  New  PalTage  five  miles;  both  diftant  three 
miles  from  Chepftow,  and  17  and  half  from  Monmouth. 

The  winds  for  palfing  are  diftinguilhed  by 
Winds  belonv,  or  blowing  up  the  river  foutherly  or  weft- 
erly;  with  thefe  all  palling  muft  be  on  the  ebb,  or  going 
out  of  the  tide  for  feven  hours. 

Winds  above,  or  blowing  down  the  river  northerly';  with 
this  there  are  only  five  hours  palling,  and  that  on  the  flood 
or  coming  in  of  the  tide. 

.Obferve,  that  on  the  firft  day  of  the  moon,  or  new  moon, 
and  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  moon,  or  full  moon,  the  hours 
for  palfing  are  the  fame;  and  alfo  on  every  correfpondent 
fifteenth  day,  as  the  2d  and  17th,  3d  and  i8th,  &c.  to  the 
15  th  and  30th.  The  time  of  high  water  varying  48  minutes 
eveiy  day,  makes  it  four  hours  later  every  five  days:  By 
the  following  Ihort  Table  therefore  the  hours  of  palfing  may 
always  be  known 

New  and  full  moon,  ift  and  i6th  day';  wnd  above, 
begin  palfing  at  two  in  die  afternoon  for  live  hours. 


On 


L 
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H.M. 

M. 

H. 

On  the  2d  day  of  the 

moon  0 48  later, 

or  48  after 

2 

3d  

- I 36 

36 

3 

4th  

— 2 24 

24 

4 

jth  

3 

12 

5 

6th  

- 4 

6 

nth  

8 

10 

And  the  fame  for  every  day  after.  Thus  for  the  loth  and 
ajth  days,  add  3 hours  12  minutes  (for  four  days)  to  fix 
o’clock,  the  hour  you  begin  pahing  on  the  6th  and  2 ill* 
you  have  twelve  minutes  after  nine,  the  hour  for  the  lotli 
and  25th. 

It  is  high  water  at  Briftol  Quay  about  three  quarters  of 
an  hour  later  than  at  the  mouth  of  the  Severn. 

The  difference  of  paffing  between  Auft  and  the  New 
Paffage  varies  but  an  hour.  Tide  coming  in,  wind  above, 
the  New  Paffage  before  Auft  i hour,  or  from  i to  6 on  the 
new  and  full  moon.  Tide  going  out,  wind  below,  an  hour 
later  than  Auft,  or  from  3 to  8;  and  fo  on  the  other  days. 
The  boats  begin  to  pafs  and  repafs  about  half  an  hour  before 
high  water,  for  feven  hours,  wind  below,  reverfing  the  above 
table,  viz.  'when  you  pafs  from  2 to ,7,  or  any  other  hour 
for  five  hours,  with  wind  above,  tide  coming  in,  you  pafs 
from  7 to  2,  &c.  with  wind  below,  nearly  the  whole  tide 
of  ebb. 

T^he  Prices  of  Pajfengersy  Goods,  Cattle,  going 
over  at  both  Pajfages. 

A Coach,  with  two  horfes,  12s.  with  four,  14s.  with  fix, 
1 6s. — A Man,  Woman,  or  Child,  4d.  each;  a beaft  the 
fame. — A Man  and  Horfe,  is. — A fingle  Horfe,  8d. — Sheep, 
2S.  a fcore. — Hogs,  2s.  6d.  a fcore. 

Travelling  by  Stage  Coaches  may  be  reckoned  at  five 
miles  and  a half  an  hour,  from  London ; ditto,  on  the  crofs- 
roads,  about  five  miles,  including  ftops. 

The  expence  of  an  exprefs  to  any  part  of  the  kingdom  is 
3d.  per  meafured  mile,  and  6d.  per  ftage  to  the  rider;  but 
if  fent  from  the  General  Poft-Office,  London,  there  is  an 
additional  charge  of  12s.  6d.  upon  each  exprefs,  being  a fee 
of  office. 


T 
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ACCOUNT  of  POST-COACHES, 

The  London  Mail-Coach  from  the  Angel  behind  St. 

Clements,  every  evening  at  eight,  to  the  Bell-Inn, 
Gloceller,  whence  it  returns  ever}'-  afternoon  at  three;  is  at 
the  Swan  or  Plough,  Cheltenham,  every  morning  at  ten, 
and  every  afternoon  at  half  paft  four. 

London  and  Swanfea  Coach,  called  the  Free  and  Eafy, 
from  the  Mackworth-Arms,  Swanfea,  every  Sunday  and 
Wednefday  morning  at  four  o’clock;  and  from  the  Angel 
behind  St.  Clement’s,  every  Tuefday  and  Saturday  evening, 
at  eight  o’clock,  in  two  days ; is  at  Cheltenham  every  Mon- 
day and  Thurfday  about  noon,  going  up,  and  Sunday  and 
Wednefday  mornings  coming  dowil.  Sleeps  at  Chepftow 
going  and  coming. 

London  Coach  from  Pain’s  Coach-office,  Glocefter,  every 
day  (except  Saturda}'")  at  four  in  the  afternoon. 

A Coach  to  Monmouth,  Brecon,  &c.  from  the  . above 
Office,  every  Monday  and  Friday  morning  at  eight.  _ 

A Coach  to  Hereford  from  faid  Office,  every  Tuefday 
and  Satrirday  morning  at  eleven. 

A Poll-Coach  from  the  Bell-Inn,  Gloucefler,  thro’  Stroud, 
Harnpton,  &c.  to  Bath,  every  Monday,  Wednefday,  and 
Friday  mornings  at  lix,  and  returns  from  the  Saracen’s-Head 
in  Bath  every  Tuefday,  Thurfday,  and  Saturday  mornings, 
at  fix  o’clo.cjk. 

A Poll-Coach  from  the  White-Hart,  Stall-llreet,  Bath, 
(by  way  of  Rodborough)to  Gloucelter,Worcelter,  Birming- 
ham, Shrewlbury,  Cheller,  and  Holyhead,  every  Monday, 
Wednefday  and  Fidday  morning  at  fix  o’clock ; arrives  at 
the  Bell,  GJouceller,  at  eleven;  returns  Tuefday,  Thurfday, 
and  Saturday  forenoon  at  eleven  o’clock. 

A Coach  from  the  Bell-Inn,  Glouceller,  to  Brlllol,  every 
day  (except  Sunday)  at  eight  in  the  morning. 

A Coaplt  fr.ornth^  fame  Inp  to  BriHol,  Tuefday,  Thurf- 
day, and  Saturday  afternoon  at  one. 


A .Coach 
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A Coach  from  the  fame  Inn  to  Worcefter,  Birmingham, 
&c.  every  Tuefday',  Thurfday,  and  Saturday,  at  eight  in  the 
morning. 

A Poft-Coach  from  the  fame  Inn  to  Shrewfbury,&G.  eyery 
Monday,  Wednefday,  and  Friday,  at  two  in  the  afternoon. 

A Poft-Coach  from  the  fame  Inn  to  S^vanfea,  every  Wed- 
nefday and  Sunday  afternoon  at  one. 

A Coach  from  the  Booth-Hall,  Gloucefter,  to  Wdrcefter 
and  Birmingham,  every  Monday,  Wednefday,  and  Friday 
morning  at  ten  o’clock. 

A Coach  from  the  fame  place  to  Briftol,  every  Monday, 
Wednefday,  and  Friday  afternoon  at  two. 

A Coach  from  the  fame  place  to  Briftol  every  day  (Sun-, 
day  excepted)  at  eight  in  the  morning. 

A Mail-Coach  to  Worcefter  and  Birmingham,  from  tire 
Swan-Inn,  Gloucefter,  every  morning  at  one  o’clock. 

A Coach  from  the  fame  Inn  to  Worcefter  and  Birming- 
ham, every  Tuefday,Thurlday  and  Saturdaymorning  at  ten. 

A Coach  from  the  fame  Inn  to  Briftol,  every  TueJ['day> 
Thurfday,  and  Saturday,  at  one  in  the  afternoon. 


WAGGONS,  CARRIERS,  &g. 

BYRCH’s  Stage  Waggon  from  the  Plough  and  Svyan 
Inn,  Cheltenham,  every  Monday  morning  at  fix,  to  the 
George,  Snow-hill,  London;  arrives  there  Th,u;rfdayat  thre^ 
in  the  afternoon;  returns  Friday  morijing  at  eleven,  and 
gets  to  Cheltenham  Tuefday  evening  about  eight. 

Rowland  Heane’s  Waggon,  (late  Mr.  Manning’s)  from 
Weftgate-ftreet,  Gloucefter,  every  Monday  and  Wednefday 
night  to  the  King’s-Head,  Old  CHiange,  Cheapfide,  Lon- 
don, where  it  arrives  Friday  and  Monday,  and  returns  every 
Saturday  at  ii,  and  Tuefday  at  four  o’clock  in  the  niorning; 
calls  at  the  Lamb-Inn,  Cheltenham,  every  Tuefday  and 
Thurfday  morning  going  up.  Goods  from  the  Weft  end' 
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of  the  town  are  left  at  the  Green  Man  and  Still,  Oxford 
Road,  for  both. 

Yatman’s  (late  Squire’s)  Waggon -goes  to-  Tewkfbury 
every  Wedncfday,  and  to  Glouceller  every  Saturday. 

Hooper^s  Waggon,  from  the  Ram  near  the  Fleece,  goes 
to  the  Rein-Deer,  upper  Northgate-llreet,  Gloucefter,  every 
Wednefday  and  Saturday,  and  inoft  other  days. 

Heane’s  Waggon  from  Gloucefter  to  Monmouth,  Aber- 
gavenny, Brecknock,  Carmarthen,  Haverfordweft,  and  all 
other  parts  of  Monmouthfhire  and  South-Wales,  fets  out 
every  Wednefday  evening  at  eight  o’clock. 

The  Hereford  Waggon,  from  the  Horfe  and  Groom, 
Gloucefter,  fets  out  every  Thurfday  morning  at  two  o’clock. 

The  Waggon  to  Birmingham,  &c.  fets  out  from  the  Star, 
Gloucefter,  every  Thurfday  afternoon  at  four  o’clock. 

AJhmore’s  Briftol  Waggon  fets  out  from  the  Star,  Glou* 
cefter,  every  Tuefday  morning  at  nine. 

Ballard’s  Briftol  Waggon  from  the  fame  Inn,  through 
Stroud,  Hampton,  &c.  lets  out  every  Tuefday  and  Saturday 
at  twelve  at  noon. 

Wildey’s  Light  Cart  (in  14  hours)  fets  out  from  his  houfe 
in  Cheltenham,  and  from  his  Warehoufe  oppofite  the  Three 
Tuns,  Stallrftreet,  Bath,  every  Tuefday  and  Friday  morn- 
ings during  the  feafon. 


GLOUCESTER  BARGES,  TROWS,  &c. 

From  Heane’s  and  Kellow’s  Warehoufes,  on  the  Quay, 
Worcefter  Wherry,  every  Tuefday  and  Wednei&ay 
morning  at  nine  o’clock. 

Shrewlbury  \^Tierry,  weekly. 

Bridgnorth  and  Shrewlbury  Barges,  weekly. 

Worcefter,  Stourport,  and  Bewdley  Barges,  weekly. 
Tewklbury  and  Upton  Barges,  every  Saturday  evening. 

Briftol  Trows,  three  day#  before  every  full  and  change  of 
the  moon. 


GLOUCESTER 
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GLOUCESTER  POST-OFFICE. 

Account  fif  the  Days  and  Hours  of  the  Pojl  going  out  and 
coming  in,  according  to  the  latejl.  Regulations. 

To  and  from  London. 

Goes  -Every  day  (except  Saturday)  at  3 in  the  afternoon. 
Gowejrn— Every day(exceptMonday)from  London  at  noon. 

To  Cheltenham,  .Frogmill,  Northleach,  Burford,  Witney, 
Oxford,  &c. 

Goes  out — ^Every  day,  at  three  in  the  afternoon. 

Comes  in — ^Every  day,  at  noon. 

N.B.  The  Betters  for  London  and  tbefe  ‘Logons  mufi  be  fit  into 
the  Office  by  Half  faji  Two. 

To  Painfwick,  Stroud,  Minchinhampton,  Cirencefter,  &c. 

Goes  out— IE-very  day,  at  nine  in  the  morning. 

Comes  in — Every  day,  at  four  in  the  afternoon. 

To  Rofs  and  Monmouth. 

Goes  out — ^Every  day,  at  noon. 

Comes  in — Every  day,  at  four  in  the  afternoqn.  > 

To  Mitcheldean,  Colford,  Hereford,  Hay,  Brecknock, 
Llandovery,  Carmarthen,  Cardigan,  &c. 

Goes  out — Sunday,  Wednefday  and  Friday,  at  noon. 

Comes  in — S unday,  Tuefday  and  Friday,  at  4 in  the  aftern. 

To  Ledbury,  Newent,  and  Newniham. 

Goes  out — Sunday,  Wednefday  and  Friday,  at  noon. 

Come  tn — Sunday,  Wednefday  and  Friday,  at  4 in  the  aftern. 

To  WottonrUnderedge,  Briftoi,  Bath,  the  Weft  of  England, 
and  (over  the  New-Pallage)  to  Chepftow,  Newport,  Car- 
diff, Swanfea,  Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Hubberftone,  and 
(by  packet)  to  Waterford,  and  the  Southern  Parts  of  Ire- 
land; and  toTewk(bury,Worcefter,Birmingham,Shrewf- 
bu^,  Chefter,  Manchefter,  Kendal,  and  the  Ndfth  of 
of  England,  North  Wales,  Holyhead,  and  (by  packet)  to 
Dublin,  and  the  Northern  Parts  of  Ireland. 

Q 

J.oes  out — Every  night  at  ten. 

^omes  in — ^Every  morning  at  nine. 


CHELTENHAM 
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CHELTENHAM  POST-OFFICE. 

To  and  from  London. 

Goes  out — Every  day>  Except  Saturday,  at  4 In  the  afternoon. 
Comes  in-  Every  day,  except  Monday,  from  10  to  ii  in 
the  forenoon. 

To  Northleach,  Burford,  Witney,  aftd  Oxford. 

Goes  Every  day  at  four  in  the  afternoon. 

Comes  /«— Every  day  from  10.  to  11  in  the  forenoon. 

To  Gloucefter,  and  ah  tlie  different  Lines  of  Road  diverging 
from  Gloucefter.  ' 

Goes  oh/— -Every  day  at  10  in  the  forenoon. 

Comes  in — Every  day  at  5 in  the  afternoon. 

‘The  above  beiiw  the  latejl  hours.  Letters  Jhould  be  fent  to  the  O^e 
earlier,  that  the  Mail  may  be  made  up  for  toe  arrival  of  the  Coach. 


This  Day  is  publi/hed,  price  zs.  the  Third  Edition  of 
j\  -NEW  EXPEIUMENTAL  ENQUIRY 
Into  the  NATURE  and  QUALITIES  of  the 

CHELTENHAM  WATER; 

With  plain  Rules  refpedtlng.  its  Ufe,  and  the  Diet  and 
Regimen  to  be  obferved  during  the  Coujrfe. 

To  which  is  no'^  added,  the  Method  of  ANALYZING 
WATERS ; and  of  corredling  hard  or  impure  Waters. 

With  an  APPENDIX,  on  the  MEPHITIC  ALKALINE 
WATER,  and  its  Effedls  in  Cafes  of  STONE  and  GRAVEL. , 

By  A.  FOTHERGILL,  of  Bath,  ^.D.  F.R.S. 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  London;  alfo  of  the 
Medical  Societies  of  London,  Edinburgh  and  Paris;  &c. 

Bath,  printed  by  R.  Cruttwell;  and  fold  by  R.  Baldwin,  and  J. 
Johnfon,  London;  Taylor,  Bath  ; Hanvard,  Cheltenham;  &c. 

.A/fo,  by  the  fame  Author,  Price  is.  6d. 
CAUTIONS  to  the  HEADS  of  FAMILIES 

CONCERNING  TUC 

POISONS  of  LEAD  and  COPPER,  &c. 

Method  of  detedling  thefe  Metals  in  various  Liquors,  Foods, 
Medicines,  Cofmetics,  Ac. — witli  their  Antidote. 


